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3 January 1986

ANAKIE QLD 4702

I have been able to find only a little information on early
telecommunications at Anakie but I hope it will be helpful.

Enclosed are copies of pages from the early telephone directories
showing listings for Anakie, Rubyvale and Sapphire.

In the case of Anakie and Sapphire, there is a gap in our collection
of directories between the September 1922 edition (which contains no
listings for these places) and the October 1924 edition, from which
the copies are taken.

In the case of Rubyvale, there is no entry on the October 1924
edition, but it appears in the next edition, April 1925.

These do not give an exact date for the opening of the exchanges as
there was sometimes a delay before the listing appeared in the
directory. They do give, however, a fair approximation and provide
the names of the earliest subscribers.

I tried to determine details of telegraphic communication in the
early days. Joan Frew, in her book '"Queensland Post Offices
1842-1980 and Receiving Offices 1869-1927", states that the railway
line reached Anakie in October 1880, and that a Railway Telegraph
Station was opened in March 1884. Railway Telegraph Stations
transmitted public messages on the Railway Department's lines from
places to which the Post and Telegraph Department's lines did not
extend.

The annual report of the Post and Telegraph Department to the
Queensland Parliament for 1880 refers to a telegraph line completed
in July, 1880 from Emerald along the Central Railway to a place
called Retreat and thence along the Copperfield (Clermont) -
Springsure telegraph route to Springsure. The Copperfield -
Springsure telegraph line would have passed somewhere west of
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Emerald and I wonder if Retreat was somewhere near Anakie. Perhaps
local historians may have some knowledge of where the old telegraph
lines ran.

I'm afraid I have no photographs which would be of use to you.

Goold luck with your book.

Yours sincerely

5y P S
Pl T
i/ ] 3 / d
Patrick 0'Callaghan
Historical and Research Officer
Public Relations
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