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Tuesday, April 4, 1978

A $1. million Telecom Australia project to provide Subscriber Trunk Dialling services in the
Biloela region will be completed today.

Rockhampton District Telecommunications manager. Mr Laurie Herbert said the project would
improve existing telephone services for more than 2000 subscribers from Biloela and the
surrounding district.

He said the subscribers would gain full access to the nation-wide STD network.

Banana Shire Clerk, Mr Jim Hooper said yesterday the introduction STD services in Biloela was a
big step forward.

He said Biloela people were happy about the change-over which came into operation at 6 am
this morning.

It will enable greater use of Telecom facilities throughout the State. Mr Hooper said.

The new six-digit numbers for Biloela are shown in the 1978 edition of the Q2 telephone
directory which is now being delivered.

Callers from the Rockhampton and Gladstone districts who share the area code 079 with the
Biloela district only dial the wanted subscribers number for an STD call.

Mr Herbert said, an automatic exchange at Goovigen which was also brought into service today
would replace the manual exchanges at Goovigen, Rannes and Jarribin.

He said Telecom operators at Rockhampton would provide manual assistance for automatic
exchanges in the Biloela district.

The Biloela project has been delayed by local flooding. Mr Herbert said.
Telecom customers at Oombabeer and Bauhinia were the first to gain STD access on March 14.

At the same time, the Theodore manual exchange was given STD destination status. allowing
outgoing calls to continue to be handled manually by a telephonist and incoming calls to be
received directly. if the outside caller dials STD.

Automatic exchanges at Pegunny and Nipan were given STD access on March 15 and the Dawes
Manual exchange was closed to connect subscribers to the Mardale automatic exchange.
which has STD access.

The Thangool manual ex. change also has been connected to an STD destination and the Moura
automatic exchange has been hooked into the new Biloela trunk switching-exchange.

Mr Herbert said the improved system would provide a better telephone service for subscribers
in and around Biloela.

It represented another step toward Telecom's goal of providing the most efficient and modern
telecommunications system possible at the lowest practical cost, he said.



FW: Biloela QLI Reunion

Subject: FW: Biloela QLD Reunion

From: "Wellings, Don" <Don.Wellings@team.telstra.com>

Date: 15/03/2017 12:58 P

To: "telemuse@telemuseum.org” <telemuse@telemuseum.org>

For Leo

From: McPhersan, Kaylene M

Sent: Wednesday, 15 March 2017 10:40 &AM
To: Pitman, Michael, Wellings, Don
Subject: Biloela QLD Reunion

Good morning genfieman, hoping you may be able to help me.

In March 2018 a group of Technicians and Telephonists are coming together at Biloela in QLD.
We are looking for any infermation about Biloela Exchange, Can you help?

Give me a call, if you have any question.

Kaylene MePherson

Telstra Tripfe ZLero Suppm'i f’l/f{: /
2

Phone: = -
Mabile: =
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FW: Biloela QLD Reunion

Subject: FW: Biloela QLD Reunion
From: "Wellings, Don" <Don.Wellings@team.telstra.com>

Date: 15/03/2017 12:58 PM

To: "telemuse@telemuseum.org"

<telemuse@telemuseum.org> For Leo

From: McPherson, Kaylene M
Sent: Wednesday, 15 March 2017 10:40 AM

To: Pitman, Michael; Wellings, Don
Subject: Biloela QLD Reunion

Good morning gentleman, hoping you may be able to help me.

In March 2018 a group of Technicians and Telephonists are coming together at Biloela in QLD.
We are looking for any information about Biloela Exchange. Can you help?

Give me a call, if you have any question.

Kaylene McPherson

4
Telstra Triple Zero Support IZ /ﬂ .
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EACERPT FROM "CENTRAL TELEGHAPHM BILOZLA OF 30.8.72

AUSTRALIAN POST
" OFFICE

Notice for

- BILOELA
AREA
TELEPHONE
SUBSCRIBERS

*

EXTENDED LOCAL
SERVICE AREAS

Lollowing a review of the zoning of Exchanges
in the ares, it has been found practicalle tn'___
re-arrange zone boundaries so that calls between
" Waoalein  Fxchunge and the Biloelan, Mount
Murchigon, ‘Thungool and Valentine Plains
Exchanges, will be charged at local rate in leu |
of trunk rTate,

B el iy i, P— i ol il il o e
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AUSTRALIAN POST OFFICE

Notice for,
BILOELA
AREA
TELEPHONE

SUBSCRIBERS.

EXTENDED LOCAL. SERVICE AREAS

Following a review of the zoning of Exchange in the area, it has been found practicable to re-
arrange zone boundaries so that calls between Woolein Exchange and the Biloela, Mount
Murchison, Thangool and Valentine Plains Exchanges, will be charged at local rate In lieu of

trunk rate.
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ATO TITLDING WORKS PRUGRAMME 150%/75

The Postnoster-Goneral, Sopotor Reg. Bishop soid tolay the Post Dffice
would eall tenders in ecenber for a new Curtis Jelepheone Bxchangs in a

rapidly developing area of Gladatone, Suecnsland,

Serator Birhon cadd the paw exehonge building, with o target completion date

e¥ Tebruary 1976, would ¢ost Bn o b inated k=24 000,
ol i ¥ 1

He =nid it wos proposed to bulld A brick tuilding initially of one atory

with s concrete slab rosf as o puosrd ampainst cyclong damarme .

The roof would alae allow latoer vartical extensions if required adihough

provision wounld he mede for rearwsrds extesoion.

Senator Hishep said the new building wauld replace tha exisling portzhle

building and would initially eater for 6,000 telephone subseribers.

denabtor Bichop s23d Lhe FPoul Cifice would ¢2ll Lenders alss in December for
& ropeatar ouilding at Tomlin to wllow exlensicn of ovhe radio Lelephone

gyabem Trom Rockhuomplon to S3ilosla wia Mt Hopo Iul .

It was nlanned to have the buildirz completed in December 197% at o cost

of 555000,

The Minister =aid in November the ool Cifiee placned to csll tendars far

Lhe Bileclsa Radio Yclephens Terminai. :

Tho Terminal buwilding had & tarpget completicn date of Sentember 1975 at s

cost of aboul 85,000,

He said the new ilding when comnleoted would lurtaer acuist in the erxtersion
of Lhe radio=telephone system to central-wesbern sueenslund from Bockhomplon

to Hiloala.

Ihe Minister said the fastralion Post Office Planned to invest $55.4 millisn in
its 19PAPE building worlks Mrograrme. .. a rise of 28 willion over Lhe TFERLS T

capenditure o W7 4arillion,
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Biloela

news copy

APO BUILDING WORKS PROGRAMME 1974/75

The Postmaster-General, Senator Reg. Bishop said today the Post Office would call tenders in
December for a new Curtis Telephone Exchange in a rapidly developing area of Gladstone,
Queensland.

Senator Bishop said the new exchange building, with a target completion date of February 1976,
would cost an estimated $251,000.

He said it was proposed to build a brick building initially of one story with a concrete slab roof as
a guard against cyclone damage.

The roof would also allow later vertical extensions if required although provision would be made
for rearwards extension.

Senator Bishop said the new building would replace the existing portable building and would
initially cater for 6,000 telephone subscribers.

Senator Bishop said the Post Office would call tenders also in December for a repeater building
at Tomlin to allow extension of the radio telephone system from Rockhampton to Biloela via Mt.
Hopeful.

It was planned to have the building completed in December 1975 at a cost of 1153,000.

The Minister said in November the Post Office planned to call tenders for the Biloela Radio
Telephone Terminal.

The Terminal building had a target completion date of September 1975 at a cost of about
$86,000.

He said the new building when completed would further assist in the extension of the radio-
telephone system to central-western Queensland from Rockhampton to Biloela.

The Minister said the Australian Post Office planned to invest $55.4 million in its 1974/75
building works programme... a rise of $8 million over the 1973/74 expenditure of $47.4 million.



Telecom job
near Biloela

A Telecom Austrolia project,
to Biloela and surroun
mid-1977, has started,

Siate mancper for
Telecom

“Phe projecl casts mare
skan 31 million and in-
VWolves mzialladdon of &
microwave sadio sveien:
Irom  Rockhampton Lo
Hiloeiy,

The system will consist
of & mrin telephone
bearer coprble of crry-
ing 180 telephone chan-
nels aod 4 standdy benr-
0 which jz satoncaticslly
#witehed into service if
the main bhewrer TRils.

One terminnl will be as
Uie Rockliompuan ridis
tommunicntions  gentre
and thn ather will be
houzed n a new building
evecian at Bloeln.

Mr. Dobts snid: “In-
-lecmegiste  radic  repea-
Yers are being inssalied nt
who existing s Hopelul
elevigion sile and & new
bidlding under constrne-
@men al Tomlin™

ding

planncd to provide STD facilities

tic exch

He said trunk cell traf-.

fic to and o e
chsupes e Biloola
dislriet  had  shown &

steady lncrense in cecent
YEAT:,
!Batllja&mw cqmpnégxl: in-
cluding mRnyal A5~
sislanier  posilions  zcon
would be “coenmitted (o-
taliy with no eaparity for
further expanzion.

“The new Bjicela trunk
Swilcehinyg centre will
PIOYiGe ST fucilities by
mid-1977 for subscrivers
connected Lo autematic

|

i

———

in tha district by

éxchnnce.sin the Biloela
dislriet” ke said.

The exchange: in-
voelved are Daubinia,
Callide, Mardsle, Ninan,
Oomitebeey, Pepunay and
Spler. !

There & & prasiallity
that some existing Y-
ust exchEnges MRy siso
be converied 1o autamat-
ie werking from. now un-
t\g 1957 a.ndmth:.;‘c «es;
<hanges weu 50
provided with STD se-
oers,
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No 73
Telecom job
near Bioella

A Telecom Australia project, planned to provide STD facilities to Biloela and surrounding
automatic exchanges in the district by mid-1977, has started.

State manager for Telecom Australia, Mr. Paul Dobois, said today: "The project costs more than
$1 million and involves installation of a microwave radio system from Rockhampton to Biloela.

The system will consist of a main telephone bearer capable of carrying 1800 telephone
channels and a standby bearer which is automatically switched into service if the main bearer
fails.

One terminal will be at the Rockhampton radio communications centre and the other will be
housed in a new building erected at Biloela.

Mr. Dobbis said: "Intermediate radio repeaters are being installed at the existing Mt. Hopeful
television site and a new building under construction at Tomlin."

He said trunk call traffic to and from exchanges in the Biloela district had shown a steady
increase in recent years.

Existing equipment including manual Call assistance positions soon would be committed
totally with no capacity for further expansion.

"The new Biloela trunk switching centre will provide STD facilities by mid-1977 for subscribers
connected to automatic exchanges in the Biloela district," he said.

T h e exchanges involved are Bauhinia, Collide, Mardale, Nipan, Oombabeer, Pegunny and Spier.

There is a possibility that some existing manual exchanges may also be converted to automatic
working from now until 1977 and these exchanges would also be provided with STD access.

14/10/1975

51
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EILOELL

First directory entry October 1927:

Birch Bros, motor engineers

Brown, EK.H.

Hickey, C.E.F., bakery and refrecstment rooms
Mackintosh, M.I. & E.J., stora

Fideout, F.C.

Sara, G.H.

May 1930:

Biloela Fresh Pood Supgply

Biloela Hotel

Brown, HK.H.

Cotton Experimental Farm

Hanson, A.5., Cmreol Htl

Hickey, C.E.F., bakery, refresh-rms
¥Fotlmann, G6.5.E., Callide 5t
Macfarlane, H.&.

Mackintosh, M.I. & E.J., strkprs
fueensland Naticnal Bank Ltd

Rideout, F.C.; btchr

Humber of subscribers June, 1963: 474

m i¥ ¥

Junea, 1966 594 {estimated)

14

10

113

12
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BILOELA

First directory entry October 1927:
Birch Bros, motor engineers

Brown, R.H.

Hickey, C.E.F., bakery and refreshment rooms

Mackintosh, M.l. & E.J., store
Rideout, F.C.

Sara, G.R.

May 1930:

Biloela Fresh Food Supply
Biloela Hotel

Brown, R.H.

Cotton Experimental Farm
Hanson, A.S., Cmrcl Htl
Hickey, C.E.F., bakery, refresh-rms
Kothmann, G.S.E., Callide St
Macfarlane, R.A.

Mackintosh, M.I. & E.J., strkprs
Queensland National Bank Ltd

Rideout, F.C., btchr

Number of subscribers

June, 1963:

11 June, 1966:
J Frew P.O. opened about Jan 1925
Made official around 1936

No of PT.’s (Public Telephone) 1983

474

594 (estimated)

Telecom 18

14

10

13

12
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TELEGRAM OFFICIAL

Presente ssion
subjoct to tho Put and
and Regulations

Pleass use BLOCK letters Telegraph Act

Picase give full oddress to ensuro delivery
To{1)_Callide Dawson News . . . .

Biloela Qld.
() District 'l'oIopr'“"”Nn CASH REGISTER OR STAMPS
ROCKHAMPTON | Qld, .T STATE maia TX 41, Sch 5525-48

The acting Director of Posts and Telegraphs, Mr. Paul Dubois, said in Brisbane
yoaterday that the Post Office in in the procese of upgrading Biloela's
telephone exchange, at a cost of about #1.5 million (.) Work was recently
comploted on a mew telephone exchange building at the corner of Kroombit MME
Stroet snd Glsdstone Road (.) This building, which cost $215,000 will house
;!:./;oul automatic and a trunk switching exchange (.) Initially, the building
will be fitted with a 2000 line exchange, but has the capacity to be extended
to cerve 6000 telephons subscribers (.) Current population trends indicate the
building should not have to be extended before 1995, and its araa can be doubled
on this location (.) A now automatic memxx 2000 line cronbni;:::mm is to be
installed in the mew building , together with equipment which will mitomatically
owitch trunk calls to about 3000 other Lelephone exchanpges acrogs Australia (.)
Thin equipment will cost about $450,000 (.} Tnstelintion is expected to mtar: in
the latter half of next year and the equipment would not be ready for use for about
18 montha (.) Tanders will scon be aalled for a repeater building at Tomlin and
a termimal building st Biloela for radio telephone system from Rockhampton (,)
Total cost of these buildings is expected to exceed $200,000 (.) The buildings
are cxpacted to be completed by the end of 1975 and the radio aystem will be
provided at a cost of about SFEMR $500,000 (.) #kem This system will provide
STD facilities to and from Biloela (.) It is expected the proposed new locnl
exchange, the automatic trunk switching ecquipsent and th=x local mccess to the
STD faeility will all be provided concurrently, and ITxisxmxgmeiwt current

planning is for Lhem to be brought into use early in 1977 (andal,

Ion Cain, Vost Ufficc Public Relations, Brishann
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OFFICIAL

Please use BLOCK letters

Presented for transmission subject to the Post and Telegraph Act and Regulations

The acting Director of Posts and Telegraphs, Mr. Paul Dubois, said in Brisbane yesterday that the
Post Office is in the process of upgrading Biloela's telephone exchange, at a cost of about $1.5
million (.) Work was recently completed on a hew telephone exchange building at the corner of
Kroombit Street and Gladstone Road (.) This building, which cost $214,000 will house a new

A new local automatic and a trunk switching exchange (.) Initially, the building will be fitted with
a 2000 line exchange, but has the capacity to be extended to serve 6000 telephone subscribers
(.) Current population trends indicate the building should not have to be extended before 1995,
and its area can be doubled local

on this location (.) A new automatic 2000 line crossbar/exchange is to be installed in the new
building , together with equipment which will automatically switch trunk calls to about 3000
other telephone exchanges across Australia (.) This equipment will cost about $450,000 (.)
Installation is expected to start in the latter half of next year and the equipment would not be
ready for use for about 18 months (.) Tenders will soon be called for a repeater building at Tomlin
and a termimal building at Biloela for radio telephone system from Rockhampton (.) Total cost of
these buildings is expected to exceed $200,000 (.) The buildings are expected to be completed
by the end of 1975 and the radio system will be provided at a cost of about $500,000 (.) This
system will provide STD facilities to and from Biloela (.) It is expected the proposed new local
exchange, the automatic trunk switching equipment-and irkiscx local access to the STD facility
will all be provided concurrently, and current planning is for them to be brought into use early in
1977 (ends).

lan Cain, Post Office Public Relations, Brisbane
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Biloella Automatic Telephone Echange

The following comment was made by the Callide Dawson News today.

“The building is 60% complete.

A further extension of the contract has been given to the builders until 30" April 1974.
The delay in the completion of the building has been due to a number of reasons.

Firstly local flooding made roads impossible for the supply of building materrials, combined
with their shortage as well. (This was naturaly before it reached the 60% completion.

In addition to this the shortage of in the supply of additional equipment including the air
conditioning plant combined with the flooding of Brisbane has caused further delays.”

27/2/1974
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Public Relations Officer

Brisbane 4000.

Extract Morning Bulletin Rockhampton 151973
Biloela

Telephone

Exchange

A contract for $213,a78 has been let by the Commonwealth Department of Works to T. P.
Woollam & Son Pty Ltd of Brisbane for the construction of a new telephone exchange on PMG
land at the corner of Gladstone Road and Kroombit Street; Biloela.

The 'new building, to replace existing facilities, will be a standard type exchange, with minor
variations to improve construction details, to provide accommodation for automatic telephone
equipment together with full staff and service requirements to meet the increasing , demand in
the area.

The new exchange will be single storey building, constructed of reinforced concrete bored piers,
beams and floor slab, cavity brick external walls, and galvanised steel roof decking.

Internally the walls will be cement rendered, the ceilings lined with specially prepared sheeting
and floors . covered with vinyl tiles. The building will be provided with air conditioning and in the
planning - provision has been made for future extension.

The Commonwealth Department of Works will supervise the construction

Which is expected to be complete in January, 1974.



Hav

Hay 1973

~The contract was let by the
Commonwealth  Wofks ~ De-
partment to T, F. Woollan and

Son Pty Lid, of 2 Garden Ter-

race; Zm.&.é-rﬂ on April 11,

The v,c:&mm_m is to be com- |
Fleted by January 16 next year,

District Telephone Officer,
Mr L Herbert, said in Rock-

hampicn yesterday the new.

building Wwould ner replice the

. existing telephone exchange.

“fi 5 3n expansion of ox- -

isting teiephorie facilities,” Mr

Herbert said.

The new building will be
built on PMG land .on the cor-
ner of Gladstone Road and
Kroombit St ¢

It will be 2 single storey
standard type exchange with

some modilizations in constric-
tion.. :

The exchzraoe will house
zutomatic telephone  equip-
ment and fGll staff and s2rvice
facilities. ;

oAt will beconstructed of
reinforced  concrete | piers,

ange is planned
,>..._,_=2<. 3_2.___..,__5 exchange — moma.a ,mu _ubﬂw - is to be n&wm 8 the existing 3_2.__83 exchange at Biloela.

beams and floor with cavity
brick external walls and gal-
vanised reof decking. ;

Construction” of - the’” new
exchange will be supervised by

dhe T Commaonwealth™ Works

Department.
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$213,978 exchange is planned

A new telephone exchange — costing $213.978 — is to be added to the existing telephone
exchange at Billoea.

The contract was let by the Commonwealth Works Department to T. F. Woollan and Son Pty Ltd,
of 2 Garden Terrace, Newmarket on April 11.

The building is to be completed by January 16 next year.

District Telephone Officer, Mr L. Herbert, said in Rockhampton yesterday the new building
would not replace the existing telephone exchange.

"It is an expansion of ex-isting telephone facilities," Mr Herbert said.

The new building will be built on PMG land on the corner of Gladstone Road and Kroombit St.
It will be a single storey standard type exchange with some modifications in construction..
The exchange will house automatic telephone equipment and full staff and service facilities.

It will be constructed of reinforced concrete piers, beams and floor with cavity brick external
walls and galvanised roof decking.

Construction of the new exchange will be supervised by the Commonwealth Works
Department.
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Excerpt from Central Telegraph — Biloela. 2nd May 1973.
New Telephone Exchange

Soon For Biloela

A contract for $213,978 has been let by the Commonwealth Department of Works to T. F.
Woollam and Son Pty Ltd, of 2 Garden Terrace, Newmarket, for the construction of a new
Telephone Exchange on PMG owned property at the corner of Gladstone Road and Kroombit
Street.

This new building, to replace existing facilities, Is a standard type exchange, with minor
variations to improve construction details, to provide accommodation for automatic telephone
equipment, together with full staff and service requirements to meet the increasing demand in
this area.

The new exchange will be a single storey building, constructed of reinforced concrete piers,
beams and floor slab, cavity brick external walls, and galvanised steel roof decking.

Internally the walls are cement rendered, the ceilings lined wiith specially prepared sheeting,
and floors covered with vinyl tiles. The building will be provided with an air conditioning
installation, and in the planning provision has been made for future extension to meet the
expected growing demands in the district.

The project has been designed by Architects and Engineers of the Commonwealth Depart-ment
of Works in conjunction with Consulting Structural Engineers, Messrs H. Schroder and
Assoiciates Pty Ltd.

The Commonwealth Department of Works will supervise the construction which is expected to
be completed in January 1974.
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METSTIN EOUTFGENT THOLIMIES MAINIAL CALY ASETHTAMCT POSTTIONS WOULD

BOCR VI POTALLY COMUTITTSD WETED MO CATPACSTTY WD WIRTTRER N PARETON,
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WORKHAS COMMENCED ON ATELECOM AUSTRALIA PROJECT WHICH IS PLANNED TO
PROVIDE STD FACILITIES TO BILOELA AND SURROUNDING AUTOMATIC EXCHANGES IN THE
BILOELATELEPHONE DISTRICT BY THE MIDDLE OF 1977.

STATE MANAGER, TELECOM AUSTRALIA, MR, PAUL DUBOIS, SAID TODAY, "THE PROJECT,
COSTING OVER $1 MILLION, INVOLVES THE INSTALLATION OF A MICROWAVE RADIO SYSTEM
FROM ROCKHAMPTON TO BILOELA."

"THE SYSTEM WILL CONSIST OF A MAIN TELEPHONY BEARER CAPABLE OF CARRYING 1800
TELEPHONE CHANNELS AND A STANDBY BEARER WHICH IS AUTOMATICALLY SWITCHED INTO
SERVICE IF THE MAIN BEARER FAILS. ONE TERMINAL WILL BE AT THE ROCK HAMPTON RADIO
COMMUNICATIONS CENTRE AND THE OTHER WILL BE HOUSED IN A NEW BUILDING ERECTED
AT BILOELA."

"INTERMEDIATE RADIO REPEATERS ARE BEING INSTALLED AT THE EXISTING MT. HOPEFUL T.V.
SITE AND ANEW BUILDING UNDER CONSTRUCTION AT TOMLIN."

MR. DUBOIS SAID TRUNK CALL TRAFFIC TO AND FROM EXCHANGES IN THE BILOELA DISTRICT
HAD SHOWN A STEADY INCREASE IN RECENT YEARS AND EXISTING EQUIPMENT INCLUDING
MANUAL CALL ASSISTANCE POSITIONS WOULD SOON BE TOTALLY COMMITTED WITH NO
CAPACITY FOR FURTHER EXPANSION.

"THE NEW BILOELA TRUNK SWITCHING CENTRE WILL PROVIDE STD FACILITIES BY MID 1977
FOR SUBSCRIBERS CONNECTED TO AUTOMATIC EXCHANGES IN THE BILOELA DISTRICT. THE
EXCHANGES INVOLVED ARE BAUHINIA, CALLIDE, MARDALE, NIPAN, OOMBABEER, PEGUNNY
AND SPIER. THERE IS A POSSIBILITY THAT SOME EXISTING MANUAL EXCHANGES MAY ALSO BE
CONVERTED TO AUTOMATIC WORKING FROM NOW UNTIL 1977 AND THESE EXCHANGES
WOULD ALSO BE PROVIDED WITH STD ACCESS."



