


[image: ]
[image: ]
[image: ]
[image: Diagram

Description automatically generated]
[image: Table

Description automatically generated]
[image: Text, letter

Description automatically generated][image: Table

Description automatically generated]
[image: Text

Description automatically generated with medium confidence][image: Text, letter

Description automatically generated][image: Text

Description automatically generated with medium confidence][image: Text

Description automatically generated]
[image: Text

Description automatically generated][image: A person's face in a document

Description automatically generated with medium confidence]
[image: ][image: Text, letter

Description automatically generated][image: Text, letter

Description automatically generated][image: ][image: A picture containing text

Description automatically generated][image: Text, letter

Description automatically generated][image: A picture containing text

Description automatically generated]
[image: Text

Description automatically generated][image: Text

Description automatically generated][image: ][image: Text

Description automatically generated][image: Text, letter

Description automatically generated][image: Text

Description automatically generated]
[image: Text

Description automatically generated][image: Text, letter

Description automatically generated][image: Text

Description automatically generated][image: Text

Description automatically generated][image: Text, letter

Description automatically generated][image: A picture containing text, newspaper

Description automatically generated]
[image: A picture containing text, newspaper, old, black

Description automatically generated]
[image: Text

Description automatically generated][image: Text, letter

Description automatically generated][image: A picture containing text, screenshot, newspaper, document

Description automatically generated][image: A group of people posing for a photo

Description automatically generated][image: A page of a book

Description automatically generated with low confidence][image: A person with a mustache

Description automatically generated with medium confidence][image: ][image: ][image: Text

Description automatically generated with medium confidence][image: Text, letter

Description automatically generated][image: A picture containing text, newspaper

Description automatically generated][image: Text

Description automatically generated][image: A black and white photo of a military ship in the water

Description automatically generated with low confidence][image: A picture containing text, newspaper, screenshot

Description automatically generated][image: A picture containing text, screenshot, newspaper, old

Description automatically generated]
[image: A picture containing text, old, screenshot

Description automatically generated][image: A picture containing text, screenshot

Description automatically generated][image: Text

Description automatically generated][image: A black and white photo of a group of people in a room

Description automatically generated with low confidence][image: A picture containing text, screenshot, newspaper, old

Description automatically generated][image: Text

Description automatically generated]
[image: Text

Description automatically generated][image: Text

Description automatically generated][image: A group of people posing for a photo

Description automatically generated with medium confidence][image: A picture containing text, old

Description automatically generated][image: A picture containing text, newspaper, screenshot

Description automatically generated][image: Diagram

Description automatically generated]
[image: ][image: Diagram

Description automatically generated]
[image: Graphical user interface, website

Description automatically generated][image: A picture containing text, screenshot, black, old

Description automatically generated][image: A picture containing text, newspaper, screenshot, old

Description automatically generated][image: Text

Description automatically generated with medium confidence]
[image: A picture containing text, screenshot, newspaper, document

Description automatically generated][image: A picture containing text, newspaper

Description automatically generated][image: A picture containing text, old

Description automatically generated][image: Graphical user interface, website

Description automatically generated][image: A picture containing text, tree

Description automatically generated][image: A picture containing text, tree, sign

Description automatically generated]
[image: A picture containing text

Description automatically generated]



image5.png
s¥
6

or

e
5T

-
81
-
w

or

saquiny oy

g wo mpury
o it

soojouay pur sogdesoun Fuumy
Suogrs pas e e
wopsad o s

oo vonwioldi

oo

sy irvomssdo

T E————
P

suog wonnsuo)

2 148D - 19104 Plop

Swgpnpg e sounboy s
F—

oyt o jo ool

o pon e 1M

91
“
B
<
o

o

v
€

| ey

1 sdepy son0d o Xopul
uomnponu

provaiog
SEEpRMOTY

oo

e

xopuy

a8 oL




image6.png
Dedication

This booklet is dedicated to my father, one of te last telegraphists, and all those who
practiced the art beforc him.  R.L
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Foreword

Noting the absence of formal references i this book, the reader should understand
this story has emerged from a compilation of many unchecked second and third hand
historical sources. Nevertheless every reasonable effort has been made to mainiain factual
accuracy, and obvious errors in the record have been corrected. Measurcments of weight
‘and distance have been written in the manner of the period, as with money.

Where authenticity or exacttude of information has becn in doubl, the uncertainty
as been identified as such in the text. Thus the restictions of rigid historical discipline
and compliance have been softened (o present a mare readable story fo the broadr
community.

Where possible emphasis has been placed on the human element and credit has been
aiven, albeit obliquely at times, o those intrepid North Queenslanders of the late Victorian
period who put their ives on the ine - literally.
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What Hath God Wrought?

For thousands of years, people had recognized the advantages of separating communication
from transporarion. In he ineress of haste, ways and means were devised o transfer nformation
from one person {0 another s a projecied substitute for the human voice, .. horns, drums, fire and
smoke, reflcced light, fags cc. For nstance,the English were wamed of the approach of the
Spanish Armada in 1S58 by the consceutve lighting of hillop beacons across southern England to
London. As with modern sign langunge, these strategis all equired a pre-arangeed code
undersiood by both sender and receiver.

On the 24* May 1844, American arist and inventor Samucl Morse was credited with
nansmiting the worlds frst tlegraphic message along a U.S. government funded wire srtching
about 40 miles between Washington and Balimore by using code elecrical mpulses. That
message,a cryptc cautionary Biblical rference which read What hath God wrough 7', would
perhaps have been more sppropriat fo the development of the o bormb a century it

I Bt and Europe during the late 1700's and carly 1500, scentists had been exploring

the reationship between magnetism and electrcity a5 a possble meais of communication. The

invention of a practical eleccochemical cll(bariry )by the lalian Vola n the 1790's provided a
Sieady manageable source of lectric
current for the first time. Shortly
afterwards it was realized that an clectrc
current lowing through a wire coil
excited a suspended magnet nearby. o
Scemingly minor observation but one.
which held quite profound implications.

The success in sending and
eceiving clectromagnetic pulses long &
conducting wire fed 0 the issue of
converting the pulses nto information,
. language. Where others had come up
Wil umbersome and complicated
concepts,the genius of Morse was that
e propuosed the basi idea of dots and
dashs’

“This was achieved by using
hand-operated instrumen known as &
ey o sounder o close  set of metal
contacts and produce an audibie
clecrical puls. A short pause between
conscentive pulses represented a dot, a
Tonger pause between pules represented
a dash. Thus an operator receiving a
message interpreted the pauses o speces
between the elecrial pulses.

moder standards ) bu effctive concept
was named Yelegraply, dravwn from two
Figure Undara Nuh QU 2005 Greek words, le meaning afar, and
Original telgraph pole and itings over 138 years ld. - grapho | write.

s
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Early Exploration in the North -

In Far North Queensland up unil tht ime,
aboriginal people had been communicating with cach
other for thousands of years over long distances by.
using smoke signals and message stick (altbough the
ftsr did' seprae the message from the messenger ). 45
‘These methods may well have been employed ta alert

cach other o the siow cumbersome arival o srange
white people with large unfamiliz animals hauling
their possessions in curious conveyances on wheels -
another new concept. The rontirs of European
setlement were inexorably moving nortvards
following the arlier exploration of the region by
Leichhards and others

[ ——
ot o Bt 10 0y Cape otk
oy soptors b e v ot o
o paeed néharagt s e Queeand
o G o e o i el
ot Waa o bt oot clony i 1550, ST ST
Stares oo ndhe compuive el

o i e Vot s et e commeril possifis f b ko s the
o et g o 5 i s . T o
ey v o i e U Koo v e oo, s
oo sty king oo 6.5 ks,

Fiawee John ey

Blanks on the map of north Queansland had steadily diminished since early European
explorers tared fo penetrate the inerir,led by the redoubiable Ludvwig Leichhardt, [n 154445
he and his pary successfully trekked from near Brisbane up through ceniral eastern Queensland,
across lower Cape York, around the Gulf of Carpentari to Port Esingion ( near miodern Darwin ).
During the period 1845-48, explorers Michell snd Kennedy separatly had investigated areas south
of the Gulf and up throush Cope York ( the ater being speared t death by Aborigines; most of his
party were also lost ). The very capable A.C. Gregory in 1848 walked from the Victori Riverin
the Northern Teriory across North Qucensland to the cast coast. These and ot carly explorers
generally provided favourable report of the grazing potental of large tracts of land through which
they passed north of the Tropic of Capricom.

s efforts 1 traverse the continent from south to orth and retum, the Burke and Wills
expedition of 1860 /61 has variously been described as ‘gallant and ennobling',‘ragic and us’
anda complete fiasco'. Whatever one's view ofhistory, by fu the mst positve ovicome of this
exercise was the huge areas of the north traersed and deseribed by no fewer than five expeiions.
Sent ot from the north,south and east to earch fo the il-ed B&W, To varying degecs he
scarchers ( capable bushmen all, probably more capable i fac thn the abjects of their scarch )
again made references 0 the vastareas of well watered grassland in cenial and porthern
Queensland, reports which quickly proved so aluring to pioncer pastoralisis, What few realized of
course was tha coincidently ( and probably unfortunately in the light of future setlement ), the
early Europeans who s these Plains of Promise’ passed through during unususlly good sessans
when there was e directevidence of extremes of Wet or Dry.
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made producers look fo alcrnatives. There were none. [t was too fa o drive stock or cary
Treight by wagon across 0 the east coast.

Burketown was to sulfer anothes blow. Disease, probably typhoid fever,setled on the
small solated community ke a sinister cloak within a e years of s establshment. One repart
stated thatofthe 80-odd inhabitans, 66 were sik withthe fevr (lkely caused by contaminated
water and poor sanitation ) and i total about 30 people died. There was no doctor, 1o hospial, no
medicne (other than grog and purgatives"). In desperation Police Magistrat and Lands
‘Comaissioner Landsborough evacuated most of the commurity o Sweers Island n the Gulf. The
boiling-down and meat prserving works continued operations sporadically but with no civic
structure or law and order, Burketown degenerated t0:a point where " ._drunkenness and violent
erimes were commonplace, and 3o great has become the rovdyism thai no person goes abou the
Lown without arevolver. By 1870 the place was sbandoned and Burketown for same years afer
became a ghost town.

Sweers Iiand was also unsuitable as a port,the anicipaed trade with markets in the East
Tndis, ndia and England had not eventuated, and s ecession had begun which cut offcrdit and
discouraged capital investment. The remotencss of the region was strangly eflected in a shortage
of abour high prices, infiequent shipping and inability to market produce. Investigations nto
altemative possibe ports saw the éstablishment of Normanton about 5 river miles upsiream on the
Norman River, in the south-east corne of the Gulr of Carpentaria i 1867. 1t was not  perfect
choice there was 9o e fresh wate in the Dry, and 100 much of it in the Wet. Access o the port”
s only three Lo four feet of water in the rive aftimes, and there were ocks in he chaniel
Nevertheles there were few other choicesin the Gulf o failtate the coming and going of fright
and people by sea

Alas within a decade the fabric of grand expectations began to nravel, Graziers were
realizing a lot of ouniy was unsuitable for sheep, lngely because of the seed of the spear s

 ather grasses rendered the wool unmarageable. - So 100 the qualiy of Some grasses was
unsuitable for stock - ndeed some ntive plants proved t be quit toxic o domestic animals. The
“blacks were bad'and interacial steife was a constant souree of aggravation. Drought had had o
serious impact on iy’ runs, and then during the Wet season of L869 70 rai fell almost continually
for 10 weeks and there was massive flooding throughout the Gulf(the sie of Burketown was.
‘compltely under water ) stock losses were huge and many properiis were abandoned.

Figures
Bond Store and

other buidings
Sweers Iland ¢ 1570
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visions, attributcs which perhaps stood him in good stead when he became the local Member for
Kennedy in State Parliament some years later, at which time his huge lectorate oly had 150
voters! ( Daleymple n 1367 was actually presidentof the Northern Separation League which
‘advocated autonomous government for North Queensland. At that time the estof the Ste, i
population offss than 120,000, was virtualy bankrupt .

Nevertheles, with swampy couniry around the new fown the ever-present evers ook their
oll the isolation and poor communications were  challenge to development, s was the constant
thrcat o hostility by the natives. Survivors o shipwrecks were routinly kiled by the blacks, and
insome instances eaten. For several more decades setlers in oullying disrcts were abliged fo
canstantly have loaded firearms close a hand. Health services for the white community were
inadequate or non-existent for many years.

Cardwell was enirely dependant on sea access forislink with the outsde world, sually
o the south - the north there was over S00 miles of nothingness between the own and the tip
of Cape York. Although the Port of Hinchinbrook at Cardwell was a declared Port of Eniy, the
‘waterfront saw  huge expanse of mud exposed atlow tide. Thus sandflies oined with mosquitos
o024 1o the discomiort ofth locals. The problems associatcd with shipping n the shallow water
of the bay was partly overcome by the construction of a 1000R. jtty in 1572, and then the
doubling of s length two yearslter:

“Thisjety had o chequered istory.
Evidently because of it substandard
construction and pehaps poor maintenance, at
times the masters o ships preferred 0 Use
Highters  Jand cargo on the beach at high ide.
Ae being battered by a cyclone n 890, the
weakened end of the jety collpsed durin the

unloading of the S.5. Palmer, ossing both cargo
and passengers int the drink! This original
jety was opposite the old Court House - one.
report suggests it was opposit the modern
school - wherever, it was well south o the
‘modem jety.

Unfortunatey the building of the jety in
1872 came justa e (oo e to be of much use
ina major new project - the consiruction of an
inland ceetic telegraph lne.

Figures John Onley Library £14465
George Elphinstone Daleymple 1826-1870
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‘These events provided a backdrop for the development o futher infrasructure scross
northern Queensland, but at cast some of the impetus forthe expansion of transport and
communication came from a very diffeent source, Fever ofa diffeent ype was swecping through
souther Queensland - cable fever! By carly 1862 Brisbane was connected by electri tlegraph (o
nearby centres, and construction had commenced on a northely telegraph line heading for
Rockhampon. Wihin three years of the frs elegraph service commencing in Brisbane, the new
colony boasted over 1,130 miles oftelegraph line. This revolurionary news form of communication
was immediatcly embraced by the populaiion, and the Govermment quickly bega receiving a
retum on s investment - maney which it had borrowed from British banks, This despie the fict
hat the average costof  elegeam at tha fime was aver fve shillings, a ot of money i the 1860’

In response to publc and business inerests, one of the firt prioites of the new colony of
Queensand fllowing is separation from Nevw South Wales was to stablish ts own telegraph
etwork. Not only was thisseen as imperatve i reducing isolation and fosteing further
development in more remote parts of the sate, attenton was also focused on a potentally much
areater reward. The State Elecri Telegraph Depariment was stablshed and ane of the main duties
ofthe new departmental head W.J. Cracknel was to aversee inte-colonial telegraph connections
‘and the extensions of the network throughout the stae. Additonally though, he had a close eye on
a possible intermational connection

Undervater elegraph cable technology had becn stcadily improving. Early cables broke or
leaked(salt-water being an excellent conducior of eleetricty ), being coated wih tar and a rubber-
Hike substance caled gutta-percha which was derived rom a ree from the East ndies.

Nevertheless a Brtsh overseas cable company known asthe Briish Australian Telegraph company
(or BAT.) was investing in an undersea telegraph cable which was in the process of being Jaid on
the sabéd from Java - then part ofthe Dutch East Indies - towards the north Australan coastlng in
the mid 18605, This cable stretched right back to England, and the decam of a direct
‘communications fink with the Mother Country was one which had preoceupied the Austal
colorics forsome time.

‘Queensiand recognized the huge commercial potential in comecting (o the internatonal
cable, and aplan was formulated o constructa clegraph inc up the Quecnsiand coast and then
inland across the base of Cape York (o the GulTof Carpentria o ink with the able from abroad
when it was brought ashore by the BAT.company.

Wit this in mind, in 1§66 the Queensland Flectic Telegraph Depr. superinendent
‘Cracknellhired Fredrick Walker o ead an expedition insearch of he best possible telegraph route
from the Pacific coas north of Bowen, westward to the Albert River ( Burketown ) near the Gull
shore. A capable bushman, Walker had had an eventfulcaseer s a Commandant of Native Police
and pastoralist, and in 1561 had been engaged (o seareh for the lost Burke and Will expedition (
finding only theit northernmost camp #119 on the Bynoe River near Burkstown ). In the mid
18605 in order o help offse costs of linking 0 the imtenational cable, Queensland had been
offered financial support by the castern Austalian sttes ncluding Tasmania as wellas Nerw
Zealand (which was to be connccted by sub-sea cable o Australa at Botany Bay in 1876).

Walker's party included seven Europeans, four Aboriginal trackers and 29 horses. One of
the former was an employee of the Elctric Telegraph deparment named Merrywether who wis
responsible for identifying and reporting on th suitabilty of tres cn route which could be utilized
as tlegraph poles. Seting out nitally from Bawen, afir  difficult four month tek across from
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Construction Begins

“The tlegraph lnk orginating from Brisbane had reached Port Denison ( Bowe ) in Oct
1866, and arived in Townsville in March 1869, The ciizens of Townsvile argued their fuir town
‘would be a more suitable departur poin for the proposed line but Carduiell eventually got the nod,
the distance from there being signifcantly shorer {0 he Gulfthan from Townsvill. In he light of
subsequent evens, it s unfortunate the Townsville lobby didsft initilly prevasl. The line
northvwards from Townsville was consiructed v  route inland Som the modern town of Ingharm,
up the Herbert River valley and back onto the coastal plain south o Cardell through Dalrymple
Giap from west o cas,

Dalrymple Gap south of Cardwell <. 1881

“The 101 mile fn to Cadwel rom Townsville wes completedtwo days before he nd of
1869, cecbrate by free drinks fo al at the Royal Hote. A temporary elgraphoffice ad becn
Sctup ot he southen end f the own on the scafront overlooking Rackingham Bay, and the offce
‘wesoffiilly opencd for usines o January 3 1870, dte which, exactly o years e,
marked the completon of th e elegraph ine betwecn Cardeliand the Gulf. Five men had
dicd on this coasal prject, mainy from th notorous Jungle e

(Cardwel then s finally conneeted with most of setled Australa with the arival of the
telegraph (nearly 1100 miles from Brisbane ) bu there was only a emporary cessation of work,
Conracts were being negotiated for the cansiruction of the proposed telegraph line from Carduiell
westuard o Normanton, th decision cvidently having been made that Burketown, then amost
‘host town, was unsuitable for the honour of conneeting Australia's telegraph sysiom to that of
Europe and the ret of the developed world. Normanton had been established 15 4 selement on a
eravelly laeriic ridge well upsieam on the Norman River from the Gulf of Carpentaria in 1867, at

18
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‘Two Ends Towards the Middle

“The work was difficult and fraught with hazards. By taking the shortst oute inland from
‘Cardwel, it was nocessary to negatiae seep inclines and traverse diffcul terain which was
eavily timbered i places with patches of dense ainforest. A map oulining the route of e new
telcgraph ine dated 1872 simply observes * Dense Scrub 300011 n his area, underscoring the
horors on the ground. A rough wagon track was consrucied loosely following th line route and
hors and bullock teams aboured up the steep incincs. Where wagons couldn't g0, ools,
‘quipment and supplies had o be caried by hand or on horseback.Poles and cables wert dragged
into place by smallhorse teams. In the thick scrubs,the notorious stnging trec was & consiant
thrca 0 horses and men alike, a5 were snakes and biting insects including leeches.

During the Dry season, water was often poor quality and in short supply:. I the hot humid
‘Wet season, a imes the whole country was saurated and flooded crecks had o be crossed. The
ever-present fevers aflited many and what medication wis availble was largely neffeetive. In
addition thre was the constan ned 10 be on guard against potentaly hostle mtives. Asa resul
of these hardships, ive men dicd during the cansiructon of the iland telegraph line. Many years
late during the construction of the north const railay,a work gan uncarthed some human bones
i the iciniy of what became known,us Dead Man's Guly, possibly the remains of deczased
telegraph line workers. As Dead Man's Guly i south of Cardwel though, thse rermains could
morelikely have been those of the workers who died during the construction ofthe coustal line
from Townsvile

Once the coastal anges were crossed, he country became more apen and undulating and
proess was generaly good. The site o the first repeater station was sleeted at Cashmere,
prety place on the middie Herbert River just above the gorge, sbout 52 miles distant from Carduell
along the bridle track which quickly developed along th telegraph line rout. A Police Barracks
was also establshed at Cashmere. 11 seems the consiruction o the Cashnere repeater staion and

Cardwel from ety . 1885
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MeMillans men moved ahead o schedule s about 30 miles had been shaved of Young's
carler route by a shorteut identified north of M. Lang in the headwaters of the Burdekin River.
From Cashmere heading westward, te next repeate sation was at Jungton Creck (alo then
Known as ‘Cassadys, the fumily name of local graiers ), which was to be subsequently moved o
Short distance o ste close o the pioneering catlle property of M. Surprie station. The third
repeater station heading west was built at Georgetown (named aficr popular gold warden and
‘magisrate Howard S1. George ) which was 0 become the administative centre for he Etheridge
region in lower cental Cape York.

Prior (o the discovery of gold there, th repeater staion a that site sccmed 0 have been
Kanown simply as the Etheridee ate he rver in that localty, which i turm was named afte an
overlander who had driven catte through the distict some years earlier. Subscquently the egion
around Georgetown became known as The Eheridge’,a term which sill applies today. The.
telegraph ine from the cast reached Georgetown in October 1871, Just a fw monihs laer in
Junuary 1872, at o celebration marking the opering of the first public gold crushing plan i town,
Gold Commisioner St. George old the assembly hat 14 months earler there were only two men
working the frst gold show i that localit. Now, he noted incredulously, '/ ride through the
strcets of your o and observe your crowded hoels, flourishing siores and  happy prosperous
population’

“The buildings at th repeater sttions were constructed from local pit-sawn timber where.
suitble trees were available, a wella prefabricate sections ransporied by wagons from the
coast by circuitous outes ofin well emoved from the actual telegraph lin route. Once ivesble,
the repeater stations were 10 doubt manned and quickly became operational, a happy development
‘which faclitaed the ongoing consiruction of the lin an rduced the sense ofisolaiion,

“The construction crews working on the Normanton t Eheridge section howwever had o
contend with major dificultes. In addition o the problems coping with cxtreme seasonal
uctuations n ainfall it quickly became apparent hat there was lile suitabl timbr on the GulF
plins fo tlcgraph poles. Nor was here timber or stone for the constsuction of the repeater
stations which were 10 be located at - from west o cast - Normanton, Creen Creek and Gilbert
River.

Creen Creek  originaly known as Carron Creck,is now identifcd on modem maps as
arton River) appears 0 have been named afer the irst Telegraph Inspector on that line, and the
Gilbert so mamed e the mturalist speared (0 death during Leichhardt's expedition around the
lower Gulfin 1845. The name Carron was possibly conferred on his watercourse by xplorer
Leichhardt during the same expedition, i recognition of felow baranist William Carron who was
destined t0 be one o the e survivors of he ll-faed Kennedy expedition on the other side of
Cape York just fow years latr in 1845

Mostof the repeater sation buidings had o be almost completely prefabricated in
Brisbane and shipped around to the Gulf, then laboriously ransportd inland by bullock wagon and
finally erected. Contractor Murfelds men toiled variously in an castely or westerly ditection on
their section between the Etheridge and the Gulf,depending on the svalability and the nced of
timber or metal poes. Inal,there were 24 work camps along the line between Normanton and
Georgetown
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Intrigue and Interstate Rivalry

s carly as 1866  the same year that the first successfl trans Atlante telegraph cable had
been aid ) the colony of South Austala had refused to ca-operate with Queensland o link with
England viathe forlhcoming overseas cabl, arguing that the cable should come ashore at Port
‘Darwin in their Northen Territory and run overland sout, rather than down through the Gulfof
Carpentaria o Queensland. The colony of Westee Austraia oo was looking af a i extending
hall way up the W.A. coast and then diverging north-west underwater {0 Timor / Java. As with
diffring railway gauges between the colonies, this lack of colonial co-aperation from the modern
perspective was most unfortunate, especially as the geographically large colonies had relaively
small populations and impoverished trasurics.

‘Determined nevertheless o deny Queensland the interationsl connection ( and of course
with an eye on the immense revenue that would be forthcoming ), the South Austafian government
appointed Charlcs Todd, a capable and energetic surveyor/ asionomer as Superintendent of
Telegraphs to oversee the almost unthinkabie, This was o be the cansiruciion ofa telograph line
from south o north acrossthe Australian continent from Adelside ( or more accuraely from Port
Augusta ) to Port Darwin, a distance of about 2000 miles. At the rlaively young age of 28, he
was 0 be paid the impressive sum of four hundred pounds per year, a sum which efleced the truly.
awesome task ahead of him.

It nteresting o examine events leading up o tis epc undertaking. As mentioned in i
carlier chapte, i the late 1860's 3 company known s the British Austrlian Telegraph Company
(BA.T. was originally formed 10 connect Austalia o Singapore, the later being alseady.
connceted to England via what was known s the European and Eastern cable system. On 25"
January 1870 an organization known as the Telegraph Consiruction and Maintenance Company
offcally informed the Governor of Queensland thal i had received a contract from the BAT.

company fo construet .. cables and land lines, 10 belaid between Singapore and Burketown in
northern Australia”

“The plan a that tme evidently
was for the intemational cable 0 come
ashore at Port Darwin and then run
verland south-west o Burketown on
the GulFof Carpentaia, thre o link.
withthe planned Quecnsland line. A
this proposl involved construction
work both in South Austalin teritory
as well as in Queensland, a
representative from the BAT./
Telegraph Constructon and
Maintenance compans visted Adeloide
in carly 1870 to discuss detals, Whilt
there however, the South Australians
onvinced him that they could save the
onstruction company the expense of
running a land line from Port Darvin
1o Burketown by building a telegraph
line north-south across the contnen to
Figure 17 ‘connect with the intermaional cable at
Explorer/ surveyor LM, Stuart Port Darvin
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Figure 19 National Archives o Austeaia
‘Teegraph ine workers Roper River N, - 1872

From the mouh of the Roper, they then siled easveard aross the stomm-tossed Gulof
Carpentaria, and then presumably followed up the Norman River o Normanton. From there they
wen overland castward (o the nearest operational staion on the ‘oppositions telegraph line at
Gilbert River 0 advise the South Australian Government in Adelaide of the esperae plightof the
party and seck resupply. Thus Queensland's Gulf teegraph line probably saved the South
Austalian project from a serious misadventure. The race, and the paliical broadsides which were
being fired between the tw colonies, had all the elements o high drama. I the middle ws

BAT. acompany which, onc could argue, evidently had contrived o sct ane colony against the
other in what would seem 10 be an unelhical manner, 1 ensure an outcome which would be most
favourabl for tsel.

During this period of inense activity another English undersea cable company enred the
debate and offered 1 lay  cable from Port Darsin to the Norman Rivr mauth when it became
evident the B.AT.company was unwiling to do so. Notwithstanding this and other aptans which
were examined, in late 1871 when the BA.T.cable fnally came ashore a Port Darwin from Java,
neither the South Australian elegraphline 1o the Queensland lne were completed, although the
Jatte was 10 be operational wihin a month. It s ifonic that the news ofthe successful arival of the
international cable at Port Darwin from ava was relayed to Australians v the Normanion
{elegraph station master. He received the news from a Governmen cutter which hed arrived by
sea from Port Darwin. Being one of the first telegrams h sent, the station master advised Brisbane.
of the news on 18" December 1871 and the following day national newspapers proudly informed
their renders that Ausralia was now connected elegraphically to Europe, Asia and North America
~almost!

Talk of penalies payable and intense negotiations as o what was going t happen next all
£l asunder however when the B.A.T. cable broke somewhere between Java and Port Darwin
within weeks of ariving on Australian soil. This gave the South Ausiralians the opporunity they
necded to finish theie line to Port Darwin, while Quecnsland insised tha the BAT.compan Tl
their original greement t bring their underwater cable on o the Gulf. However when this cable
became operational again four months lter, London was connected tothe restof Australia via the
Overland Telegraph Line from Port Darwin and Adelaide. Messages which had previously

2%
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Operational at Last

‘When the Cardwell to Normanton telegraph line became operational, the offical inspection
party consisting of the Superintendent of Telegraphs Cracknell and his construction engineer
McNillan,rode the ctir line from cast o west and back again on hrscbck, taking two weeks
cither way in August / September 1571. Cracknell had ridden the etir route before (0 nspect the
proposed lignment prior o consisuction. Thei tracks and those of others provided a permanent
oute between centres, whesled conveyances followed and communications and ransport were well
establshed in northern inland Quecasiand.

Curiously there was silalingering but fuile expectation of n intermational cable
connection at the Norman River mouth for quite some years aferwards. A map dated 1876 shows
dotted line heading out o sea from Kimberley ( Norman Mouth ) identifed as ' Proposed Cable
from Kimberley o Singapore. There are other early references o a possibl sub-sca cable o India
In fact mostof the Briish coloniesin South East Asiahad been connected 1o the Motherland by
1870,

Between the two end sations i Norman River mouth and Cardwell, i repeater stations
from east 1 west were Cashmere, Junction Creek, Georgetown, Gilbert Riser, Creen Creek and
Normanton. With up 0 four male personnel based a cach repeaterstation, plus occasional
familes, these sations became more than just a convenicnee for communication. As with the
conching inns of carlc times,they becam isands of civilization and development surrounded by
wildermess. Being centres for the handling of mail and other goods ( the Queensland Postal and
Telographic departments amalgamated in 1879, and just under a century later in 1975 the federsl
PMG was splitinio Austrlia Postand Telecom ), the elegraph stations each represented a social
and commercial hub for their local district, especiall those stations which tood in geographical
isolarion such as Cashmere, Gilbert River and Creen Creek.

“The other staions were part of, or were 0 become part of esablished commurities where.
law and order, health, banking and educariona failtes ctc. existed. An important demographic
Spin-offfrom the e telegraphic ntwork s that the way was paved for women and children to
Vet int the new fronters, following the example of the offcers-in-charge of the larger
telegraph sations who evidently were abl to have their fumilies with them. Further lessening the
tyranny of distanc ', Cabl and Co. stablished a regular coach service from Mareeba across (0
‘Normanton in 1882, he cosch road in partfllowing the telegraph line. Commerce flowed along
the regianl artery provided by th telegraph ine, together with communication and transport.

with the commencement of telegraphic srvices, coonomic sability was
tempered with gold fever which was sweeping throughout the norther ditrcts. For a period of
early a decade from sbout 1570, a gold find was eported and a rush started, then ancther find and
another sh. A major copper deposit was identified at Enasleigh and gold was found near the
juncton of the Etheridge and Delaney Rivers,the modern site of Georgetow. In fct the st gold
el registered at Georgelown was named the Overland Telegraph Reef found in Nov. 1870,
Suggesting te builders of he elegraph line had just very resently walked over golden ground and
Sunk thir poles nto t. By 1372 there was a mjor influx of new arivals from thesouth and he
flow of gold seekers, incuding thousands of Chinese, became a lood with the discovery of the
fabulously wealthy Palmer River goldfield futher o the north in 1873, Reportsof inte-racial
srife became inereasingly common.
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In 1573 the saffofthe
Cashmere police barracks was
reporied o consistof one acting.
subvinspector, o constable and six
native troopers. A child was
recorded a being bom there in
1872, the daughter of gold escort
John Bruce. This suggests fmilies
of the police, and possibly families
of the adjoining elegraphoffice
Saff were n residenco,creating
quite 4 Tt community.

There sms o be o record
of any other misadventure it the
o Sold scors. rom this period. In the
n Oty Libray # 14787 €¥e0tof  hold-up, he police
Gold Escort outside Bank of New South Wales - Georgetown 1901 €5€rts were under instructions o
mmedintelyshoot e the animal
oranimals careying or hauling the booty, hus making it mare diffcult for the villin to make off
il the gold - snd thnand anly then wre they o defnd themselves! Largor consignments of
oncy and g, sometimes worth up o 15,000 pounds, were usally caricd by coseh aended by
a8 miny s 13 tropers and others in support. A standard cosch could cay up 10 one fon weight
The ot ofthse st were parialy et by charge of up fo two shillings and sixpence per
ounce leied o he miners by (e pos offce and banks. a evy which was stongly esenicd by the
minces who sometimes too their 01d 2 fr as ChartesTowers o sel,m order (o avoid paying the
fevy.

Figure ok Oxey Library # 17074
Gold Escort at Georgetown - 1901

Grazirs had  ready e fo thir meat on the Palmer River. In 1874 catle were
atracting up 1o 10-12 pounds per head, a sum previously considered inconceivable. This i tum
drove up the cost of stocking new runs, and catle were being brough into the egion from as fur
away a5 central Queensland. The price of sheep and wol similarly escalaid. The cconomy of the
region prospered and the aperaton of the telegrsph line and fepeaer statons became even more
{mportant durin the 1870's. However, the prasperity was not o lst. Alluvial gold mining quickly
£ae way 1 regfing which in some arcas endured forseveral decades, but generaly the population
of lower Cape York duindled following the boom of the 1870'

£l
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Frontier Life

By modern standards lfe certainly wasn't casy in the carly days of the operation of the new
telegraph ine. The rilway consiriction between Croydon and Normanton coincided with the
opening of a tlegraph line from Normanton to Burkeiown in 1856, and another line from
Normanon 226 miles south fo Cloneurry opened in 1889 Thus instead of being a international
‘communicaiions fnk, Normanton became the hub ofa ocal network. However fe certainly wasa't
cusy inthe carly days of the telegraph operation

Avivid deseripion of living and working on the GulFis preserved in an address wiven by
M. T, Holder Cowlin 1907 10 the Pioneer Club (in Brisbane? ) regarding her expericnces in
Normanton from 1872 o 1875, Her husband was the frs Oficer-in-Charge of the Normanton
telegraph staton - h was subsequently appointed as the first offccr-in-charge of the Caoktown
telegraph offce in 1375, They had departe by ship from Brisbane in mid I71 with everything
from needies and cotton to prefsbricated houschold fumishings and a house s wel as nine months
Supply of ' essentials and foodstuTs, including v chooks. Here is an extrsctfrom this
adress -

 Towands the end of the Wet seasons (in Normanton ) the flow became very bac. It was
necessary 10 pass it hrough a fine sieve to get id of the maggots and weevis, efore It could be
used. A he fat it would 14 quite a greyish colour and bread made from it would not ep. It
became stcky and ropey the sccond day. Afier the frst Wetseason we esperienced, and before the
arrival of the schooner with fesh supplies from Brisbane, eversone ran short of provisions. The
ore had sld out. We lent all e could from onr stock, unilat last our own supplics fuifed The
vessel was delayed, The flour ran out the the rice tapioca, ago, armovwroor, eic. There was not a
bitoffarinacious foo of any ind i the settemens :we were reduced 1o fsh, lesh o fow.

How e looked and longed for the arrival o tha schooner ... but it was many days befor she
arrived, and our fonging for bread inreased. Some teams ( which were ) bogsed on the road 0 the
Eheridge were supposed to have some flour. Men siated 1o them and paid fabulous prices. At ost
he schooner arrived the joyful news was wired by e offcer a the Bay Siion - hoais went down
ke river 1o her and browught back flour with them. Ve enjoyed scones that day. Some persons did
ot wait 10 caok, but mived the lour in waer and drank i

There were severe floads again the next ainy season. The whole country was flooded ; the
telegraph wires were deeply submerged in many places, and communition siopped. Once more
we were cut offfrom the rest of the world. The mailman ceased t travel Every effri o repair the
wire ailed, althorsgh my Rushan with i asssiant and line rpairer went out several ines in a
light, small portabie tn bout,provided by the depariment for he purpose. In many places onlythe
Iop of th teegraph poles were visible. The small stunted rees ere swarming with repties and
vermin ofall sots. When it vas necessary o e the boat 0. tre, the east shaking of the
branches caused snakes, ats centipedes, et. 1o fal in the boat. They traveled inland many miles
{0 where the water ceased, oly o ind the country waist decp in bog.

The blucks were also very mumerous and mischisvous. Cast ron flanges were used a the foot of
e iro telegraph poles o supportthem firmiy i the ground. The blacks soon found out that
pleces of iron broken off those langes made much beite tomahawis when ground down o siones
han thei primitive ones made out of o stones. .. When the flanges were removed in such sofi
country, the poles fel. The wire was also aken by the blacks. They cut it o short lengths to
make pointsfor their spears. These iron materials were a source of wealth 1o them becanse they
were able 10 harter them with their surrounding ribes throughout the county

)




image35.png
£

g oy Yorum 01 pp e gouvisp 3u0)  10f iy
powoliofsiomyn a1 s> wowipu 138 0 poy 1. o dys 011 posim a1 fo 0 o1y
10 o pu ynows sy ons oo s12111q s paoaup sk o isuo a adnosa pun i Gpoors

1 1S 410 4 01130 ] DY [0 U] PRSI I ) 1552 0 ISOU[D 1004 4 P
IiFiom i Sdiyspun 100q a4y w0 Py 51 p2o0jd pu s w100 D poySDS 100 3t p1saq i
250t 20 st D SO 30 pos oy oz s 1 asofo pu paimaddosyp o duappnS
Suniap poas Jo o] q 01 oY Ao 4 517 410q 21S0ddo a1y 031 1k 24t o
oy 1995 asow 533140 13014 s 7343 12y wasf S0 414 2 Sutsania i 00,

ap1s 1o w0 o opun s
o ooy g “Syaa4> puv 15414 41 fo 35905 24 Py o SR 31 SN0
oyt fo dor 33 01 100G i o1 1A T LD U 24y P P P0G U WS
4101 oo i ploa i o aut 3 10 o2 S13004s G400y ik SIS
SSa3ald ot U 2 D UDY) 40U DY 108 RGO Y 5100 10 ) U0 YIS A 1D K
15U Yo s din Suypnd gy s 5o i oy jngn paads 10 v 1 Suopo 100q

o Suadaans sisioo. pooyf 4y v 41 fo Yo ayy Spues oD s oy ) W o 2pis g
" OR35S B} DUDS 241 PP PUD Y334 S 01 9N ) NP M. 21
L g o SOpS 110q poIRLIZI P U ) POIS) AN YL T pISSCD O 130021
o o 01 14 Y9212 gL poyd Y1 suowns pup Y303 op o puncd v 10 ot mof

P au0rs s iy pu WO SISS3FY W 150G JG-1op> BN S0y Fuop v pauyaf 10N
g uvio o3 o1 pproop pioqsn i o 31 10 o sdgod “snonas Surginuos Supoaug

G161 (35nOF SwoIn U 3940 UARBIAL S0} ) YO 0 VONSION
ey o ooy vt ooy

powdsaony auiooag poy s ydoi5opon

o oSS o o DN, IR SN IS0 241 SO ST ANOGD 42 01 21qD DY 1
) D U 0 oIS 24 PUNDA 13 35104 P POY SYORIG 241 K10 203 S BN
S oyt 12, 08 01 s pup 1 001 [0 AL o 241 1 Y309 2 310} . 1 pid S 1Y
1 oo iy i o sajus 2] o pochund pot g L. 1245/ ok v puo 1o o st puv
1 poviodad st ukioN ) a4 fo o o4y 1 pououis 123 s poy a4 fo 2P )




image36.png
The boat arrived atthe mouth of theriver o the fourth night. Not wishing to be shot a by the
tation people i they ventured near without wapning, they ooeed some time. Lighis then
appeared and shots were fired. A nice welcome was it no, afie al th hardships my husband and
is men has gone through? The latir ired in eturn, 0 the inmates then knew wihite men were
halling, Warm greetings were soon ajier exchanged. supper prepared. and explanations given.
Nothing serious had happencd. Atiompis had been made 10 repair the ine. The siaiion men were
recovering. Medicines were given to help them. Afie a nighs go0d rest a st was made back to
Normanton. They returned afir six days absence. The poor men were prosteated with diarrhoca
and fever, almst lind with blight, and covered with boils

Mrs Cowl also described seasonal aspeets of e from the woman's perspecive, ..
during summer here was st the niense furnace heat . followed later by the boling vapour heat,
with a myviad of insects .. The mosquitoes at ight were really aful, We were compelled t take
refge under a large curtain made of ondinary dress sl suspended fom the ceiling : iong.
enough 1ol a couple of eet o thefloor; and large enough to 2o round the able with half a dozen
people sting there. Before sunset we would colectal we were ikely 1 wani during the evening.
When ready we sat around the table and let down the curtain, and woe betide any person who
afterands attemped 1o come in or £0 0wt

Hor it joys were deseribed thus -~ *Time passed more pleasantly .. during the cool months
whers we were nos aid up with fever. We had frequent joly evenings. picnic, riding and driving
partes, c. . Mi: West, the manager of Clifon and Aplin's siore. iiroduced his bride 0 our
community. 1 assure yo I as overjoyed to welcome such gentlewonen, for hitherto 1 had been
without the society of women s my own station and deprived of heir companionship-

Natansl ibrary of Austrlia
‘Senior aficers o QId. lectrical Teegraph Office 1893
~"Thomas Holder Cowl, inaugural offce in-charge of Normanton
“Teegraph Scation 1572, middle row sccond from Iet
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Exploration Continues

When the operation of the Gulftelegraph lne commenced in carly 1872, inland Cape York.
mmediately tothe northof the line was sil largey a blank on the map. In June 1872, experienced
bushman/ catlemnan / explorer William Han was chosen by the Queensland Govemment o ead an
expedition northwards from Firth's M, Surpise station with the object of . asceriaining, asfar
worth as the 14" parallel of lattude, ( in ne with modern Coen ) he character of the country and
ts mineral resources, ith the view 1o fuure settlement and oceupation.” This he id in company
with six companions, among them an Aboriginal, a geologist, a botanist and a surveyor.

I November that year,afer a very productive and attimes dramatic ip ( .. getting
tangled up in the impenetrable coastalrainforest for six days ) hey returned to Juncton Creek
telegraph sation very close to where they had set ut, and sent off  tlegram 1o he Ministr for
Mines informin b o thesafe retum of the expedition. Hanns report contained references 0
extensive grazing lands and the discovery of races of gold. Payable gold was defined as 10 less
than one ounce of gold mined by on man per day.

“They had come close 0 but just missad the wealih lying i the bed of the Palmer River and
its rbutaries. Buikding upon the geographical information brought back by lans's expedition.
espected explorer / prospector .. Molligan st out northwards in June the ollowing year with
ive offsiders,again from Fith's Mt Surprise station. Unlike Hann, Mulligan was not specially
iterested in grazing lands.

30 Oy Library 1561
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Sketch of main sreet of Georgetow loaking north ¢ 1870
g River extreme right
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Georgetown 1904 looking.
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Some telegraph sttions at thattime were designed with firng sloss in he wals through
‘which the defenders could shoot without being speared o clubbed. Indeed some of the Cape York
telegraph statons, generally erceted about 1015 years lter, had quite sophistcated forres- ke
galvanized ron stuctures with angled trrets proiruding from two diagonal corners of the building,
o which defenders could shaot at atacking ntives ( see photo previous page )

It interesting fo noe tht the elegraph employces supplemented their basic fare of beef
with wildife, while the Aborizings supplemented thei basic farc of WldIfe with the meat of the
white man's hrses and catle, goats, pigs and chickens. Sometimes horses were spetred simply for
their metal shoes which were fashioned into weapons or ools.

I late 1873 the entire population of the frontir gold miring town of Gilberton ( south of
Gorgetown ), numbering about 100, completely sbandoned the own and burnt most of what they
ad to leave behind n the face of persistent attaks by the natves during which several whites were
Killed. This oppears to be one of the very few iniancs in Ausiralian history where well organized
Aborigines successfully laid a whole town under scge. The incident and the sicge of the Gilbert
River telegraph station was reported i the Rockhampion Bulletn, together with some inerestng
editoral commens, i early February 1874 -

Georgetown Thursday evening February 12th.

*The blacks rerired from besieging the Glbert River telegraph station upon arrival of assstance.
They then encamped at the opposis side of the river. A telegram which asjust come 0 hand from
the Gilbert River elegraph sation reports tha the siaton i beleaguered by blacks in great
numbers, and that the place has heen barvicaded against assaul

The station, which is buil of sawn timber and roofed with hivgles, i garrisoned by a telegraph
master and his i and one assistan, one msket belng the only irearn they posses, o tha it i
impossible hat the place can hold o lon.

T black troopers and two volunieers, under charge of Sergeant Griffin, are just leaving for the
scene of acton, and as wasthe case when the blacks aitacked Gilberton, the police re begging.
everywhere fo the oan of firearms, withou being able o obiain any of the ight sor

A great eror has heen commitied n some quarter with reference to the arming of the police. Large
romds o blacks are reported io be within ten miles of George Tow, and it is imperaiively
necessary tha the Government should immediately forward here two or three dozen heavy breech-
Ioaders and plemy of ammunition for the use of the inhabitants in an emergency like the present

“The same newspaper went on (o reportthat alarge number of peopleare preparing 0 leave
Geongetawn for the Palmer River, notig that 1100 diggers are already there and another 3000 arc
e route. The reportends with the cryprc sentence - The blacks are quic’.

In some areas natives were considered potenially woublesome’ up unil sbout 1890, by
‘which time many hundreds had died from European introduced discases such as vencrealdiscase,
measte, influenza,etc.,and the remainder had become fiinge dwellers, clustred around grazing
properties o small white sctlements and becoming dependant on employment and handouts. They
had been dispossessed of their tribal lunds und waters, and thustheir sometime spiited defence of
ther couniry n the face of the white invasion was dissipsted. There were efforts by some
Europeans to dealpeacefully with the clash of cultures, sometimes with marked success.
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Fortunately,in the absence of rained professional i the fleh, he telcgraph operators
were i the bes posiion t deal with medical emergencie, ¢, they were usually able o k' with
3 doctor throagh ther telegraph and in o elatively shorttime get advice and insiructions,
Torerunner of sots of the future Roal Fying Doctor Serviee. Not justthe Europeans ook
advantage ofthesc fronticr services. Natives came along for he white man's magic medicie, and
after being given something innocuous, went away miraculously ffee of symploms. A funny story
is preserved of a inesman administering  concoction afsalamoniac (4 fuid in which the wet clls
of a battery were immesed o provide electric power for he telegraph line ) combined with Epsom
Sallsto matives complaining of non-specifc lness. Although administered in a very weak slution,
The brew was a powerful purgative but the linesman never lost  patient and the aties scemed
auite bappy with 2 good clean out!

Figore 34 ionl Archivs of Australia
Gilbert River police staion, e, and Telgraph Offic far right - 1901

Human trageds was not uncommon. In 1872 the telegraph operator named Thomas
MeCullough at Creen Creck, about midway between Normanion and Gilbert Rive, had waked to
the latter tation with his assistant during the Wet scason s they had run short of supplie.
Returning on foot a fortmight atr afterth floods had parcially subsided, McCullough developed s
fever and was unable to attend o  break in the lne towards Normanton. He sent his assistant
Gireen who was unable o fix the fault and weho retured t find MeCullough o the flor
specchless, Hearing Gilbert River staton caling them next morning, Green carricd MeCullough to
the Morse ke ta repy, bu the operator did there shorty afer. Green himself was o0 weak with
ever {0 bury his boss, 5o ncredibly he set out again to walk to Gilbrt River,over 60 miles away.
1o convey the bad news. One wonders how he crossed the flooded Gilbert R to ge 0 the
telegraph sation which was situated on a hll bout a kilomelre from the rght bank (the locality
today supports commescial mango plantations ).

I the Gulfcauniry during the Wet there were innumerable repors of the diffculty
experienced traversing boggy county aflr flod rains. This is probably the resson the embattled
McCullough and Green walked actoss couniry, s horses would have had difficuly with the soft
sround conditions. One teport from the Gulf described  pack horse having 10 be unloaded when it
Sank to i belly, and then having (o be shot when after fuile sirugaling the unfortunate beast was.
further swallowed inthe bog with oy its head showing above ground
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Relics and he rins
atthe Creen Creek sation site
today indi
complex of buidings ond
infasiructure covering about
hree acres, beside what once
o doubt wasa decp and
picturesque waterhole in the
Watcrcourse now known as
the Carton River. The
femains of an old horse-
Graven plough suggests an
effort 10 exiract vegetables
from the uninviting soil see:
insert below). The country
though hus n distn views
and is uniformly flat and
‘manotonous with ow stured
timber, suggesting that
mentl esihence was an
Importantatrbute for he
salTin dealing with the
isoltion.

Figure 36
Fovmer Creen Crek telegraph sation st 2007

“The name of
scopraphical features
earby alan the old line
route uch as Two Mile
Waterhole, Seven Mile
Crek, Nine Mile Swamp
et. confim the telegraph
Sation was th focal point
of that region over a 100
years ago. Downsizeam
Trom the telegraph sation
on Croen Creek / Carron
River there was  hotel at &
site known as Foots
Lagoon, the pub no doubt
consiructed afer the track.
Tollowing the telegraph
line became an cstablished
moute fortravellers moving

castand west.
Figure37

Creen Creek/ Carron Rive, with fo

e centre background - 3007
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“The climbing of the metal Oppenheimer poles would have bee a diffrent mattee. The
four sctions of cach pole were fastened together by @ heavy metal band, perhaps sceured by a
special clamping too orthe application of heat,or maybe both. These bands though would not
have offeed o secure purchas for the inesmar' boat, 5o it scems kel the maintenance.
personnel did cary  ladder which musthave been about 13 fect or 4 metres long. Even then
hings could have been a bit ricky as the tapering poles cven at ground level were no more than 4
inches or 100mm in diameter

Litle specific information seems 0 be avilable regarding the routin daily operatiors of
th stations along the Cardswell - Normanton tcegeaph line,especialy during the first 40 years of
s operation. Aspects of logistic, technical sils, duty statements,rosess, the handling of money.
hours worked. ime off,rates of pay etc. ae a il uncertain. However we can make some.
reasonable assumpions, based in part o the imulianeous operation of the Overland Teegrapi
Line between Adelaide and Darwin which has been well documented. The latter handled much
more traffc of course, and was operational 24 hours per day.

Doty officers on the OTL were abliged to make detaled weather reparts every & hours,and
s likely that weather reportng toa was @ regular function of the stalfon the Cardwell 0
Normanion ine. The accurate determination of time too was importan,especiall for navigational
purposes forships. Atcnd stations on the st .. Cardwell and Norman Mouth,the operatorsin
Such places may well have had surveying skills o make the necessary celestialobservations.
Operators working on the OTL evidently were obliged 0 dress formally whilst on duty, but
sandards on the North Queensland ine e likely o have been aftle more casual,cspecially in
the more remote staions i summer.

ey
Figure 30
Residence of offce-in-charge Junction Creck Teegraph Statio early 1900
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imber poles by glass or white porcclain insulators - the latter, known as th so clled peticoat’
design, heing most popular. Sommetimes the insultor was on 10 of the polc thusteducing nital
Conts, but the end grain o the timber poles was most susceptibl to water penetration and rol.
‘Conseaquently th fop was sometimes srapped or capped by a small ectanglc of lat galvanized
ron peaked and nailed tothe peaked top on the pole. A galvanized fting shaped a bit ke a
aueston mark on s side, was then screwed horizontally into the upper pale, and this supported the
Snsulator to which the wire was attached. 1t s kel that individual poles were numbered, and so
lincsmen and athers moving along the line would have been able to sccurately determine where
they were n elaion 1o known poiats

‘Metal sotted telescopic telegraph poles, oval shaped i secton, were utlized in some
places but as mentioned carlc,the round metal Oppenheimer poles were predominanty ereeted on
The western end ofthe Gulf elegraph lie (although there i evidence of them being employed cast
of Georgetown ). One galvanised wire was supported on top of the pol, and another on a short
ntal ros arm. These poles were heavily galvanized and cach one consisted of four scctions
Which telescaped into cach other, thus making thie transporta ot gasi. One pole could b casily
carried by two men, even with he sabilzing pltes attached ncar the bottom end. Ty of these
Tectangular pates o flanges were bolied onto the seetion of pole 10 be buried, thus providing abave
ground stablity or the pole

I more recent times, imber cross arms were fxed owards the p of the poles to carry
additional insultors which i tum carred capper wires fo telephone communication. The poies
“were painted with numbers an a spash of yellow undercast, but only the yellow has survived an
thevery few which are still standing in theis original conditin.

During wet or very fogey weather,un enire section ofline could be earthed by moisture
covering wires,insultors and poles. On at Ieat one occasion a linesman went out [0 epair 3 e,
Tetuming home unable 0 find  faul only o discover the problem was a ubbed wire on the cdge
o he elegraph staton roof! O occasions a line was deliberatly broken by someone needing
ungent asistance, knowing that a inesman would artive sooner o latr 0 investigate the break.
The lincsmen had  special tool which tisted th fvo broken ends of a wire ightly together, and
then clamped light metal sleeve over the join

Figre 4t
Diffrent types of below-ground siabilzng pates on
Oppenheimer poles
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Changing Demographics and Technologies

Following the discovery of the Charters Towers goldfield near the Burdekin River and the
rapid development of Townsville, a tlegraph line was constructed along the new raiay linking
the two centresin March 1581, Thi telegraph ine was then joined with another ine bearing north-
Weatward from Charters Towers up the drainage o the Burdekin River to Dalymple, Clrk River
‘and Junction Creek in Septermber the same year, The ine over the Seaview Range from Cardwell
i boon found o be dificult and cxpensive to maintn. The bl with the ugaed terain and
dense orests during the construction phase was just an indica(or of o1-going maintenance
Droblrns. Line breskages were common and rpairs slow and fedious. Less than 10 years after the
aalline was buil, here was now a beter altemnative route fo telegraphic communication wih
the Gulf Country from theeast topical coust.

Figore 43 Naiona Archivs of Awsraia
Teegraph repaie camp on Burdekin River c. 1890

Consequently the Cardwell-Cashmere - Juncton Creck line, 119 miles in lengh, was
disconnected and abandoncd on 26" Sept. 1881 (altsough 1579 is quoted n a least one historical
Feference ). The telegraphic trafc hraugh Cardwell no dout droppecl offconsiderably, and
probably didn' pick up again uni the consiruction of the coasal railway nrth from Townsville
{hrough Cardwel to Inisfl nd Cairms in the early 1920 The visionary Gicorge Dalrymple who
ad the ar of the government during the afe 1860's/ carly 1870’ had recommended a submarine
{elegraph cable b lsd up the for noh Quecnsland coustline ffom Cardwel to Cookiown. Had this
occurred, the hisory and fortunes of Cardiwell may well have been quite different. The original
Candwel telegraph offce is preservee today, Heritag Listed and restored as 3 muscum with some.
excellent xhibitson s ariginl site on the own's seaffont beside the Bruee Highvay.
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ol OleyLibrary #4374

‘Wyandote telgraph offic south of Juncton Creek €.1905

In 1882 specifications were drawn up the QId. Dept. of Works for  new Posts and
Telegraph Office at Junction Creek. At frst this scems a il odd,asthe riginal Station at hat
e was only sbout 12 years old. An explanation though probably lis in the fac that Junction
Creek had assumed some considerable importance, being not only a repeate sation for he Gulf
legraph lne, bt also as the irst station on & new norihern telegraph ine. This line was in the
process of being buit up through Cape York peninsul, with branch lnes to the then new consal
Towns of Caims, Port Douglss and Cookiown, e wellas centres o the Palmer and Hodgkinson
‘oldiclds. Thus Junction Creek was an exceptionally busy station, no doubt necding more space.
‘ind cquipment and personnel. A brief oversie o the construction material and methods for the
e Junction Creck saton i described thus -

Foundations were to be made of. sound ironbark and bloodhwood not les than 12 inches
n diameter clear of sapwood . suk 2 et in the ground at distances not exceeding 7 et from
centes, the arth being well ammed when set and levelled for plate. Each stunp to be capped.
with galvanized iron 1 protectfrom termites.

Strcnural timbers to b Rardwood, grooved, tongued and beaded pine for Internal paritins, doors
and window frames fo b cedar. Tio sets ofseps, 2 by 1000galion tanks o sieel capped stumps,
Jour Fronchiight windows, a firplace with a pine mantlepiece and the outsde sheeted vith 6 guage
‘galvani-ed corrugated iron (Gospel Oath Anchor Brand ). This brand of heavy comugated iron
i sl be found in good canditon on some old mber-Tamed buildings throughout the norh

In 1908, s newspaper correspandent spent  night at Junction Cresk and reparted, '/
received a very hearty welcome from Mr.Sineman, Telegraph Master, and was most haspilably
entertained. He reported ihat 4,000 messages pass througiithe offce daily which has five wires
and hree telephone lines. The offce is managed by Mr Sineman who has two oher operators and
e line repairers under his charge. There are two commodious residences adjoinng the offce
and several outbuildings for the comort ofstaffand storage of mareriat" This information
Sugests the staion may have been operational 24 hours daily.
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Figure o Oy Library # 55108
Bush band at M. Surprise, 1920

As we have noted, in the early 1870's the telegraph line was comprised ofa single six
gauge (probebly 4min. ) galvanized wire. The basic Morse system was used iniially in what was
Known as simplex operation, .. only capable of snding one message in one dicction at a time. It
was rferred t o single cable cart retur, e the electricl cireui was completed through the.
round via the earthed cables at ach siation (which had 1o be kept moist 0 improve their
Conductivity ). However improving techaology soon enablod greater use of a single wire by
engineering a number ofelctrical circuits simuliancously along  single path. Around 1900,
copper wires were being added o th single galvanized wires of busy telcgraph lines, .. the OTL,
copper being a much beter conductor than iron

By this time fincsmen could tap into the telegraph line using @ wonderful new device:
Known as  elephone, and actually speak verbally withothers who also had a telephone up or down
the line. The telegraph operators imtialy had to buy their own private telephones when they were
considered 1o be something of a novely. However the overwhelming advanages of the inveation
Soon becarme obvious and within a short e, s new technology was to become availabl tosll.
Telegraph repeater stations became telephone exchanges and saff no doubt were oblged o multic
il The larger cenires of population inthe south-east pat o the contincnt cnjoyed advances in
comimunication technology sometimes decades in advance of rural and northern egions.
Nevertheles there was 1 teady improvement i tlegraphy and then tclcphony in the bush.

‘Some transitions stillgs within human memory in the noth. Robert McFarlane was a
young man in the 1930's when he and his brother used foride out on horseback to rpair broken
‘alvanized tlephone lines near Gilbert River, and about tha same time he reclls whe the timber
Sross arms were attached fo the metal Oppenlheimer tlcgraph poles to cary dul copper telephonc.
Wires. He saw those same wires pulled down about 30 yearslter for serap metal by a cantractor
who sold the standing metal pols o the local praziers for fence posts for 54 cach (they weren't
Satisactory,being too britl ). Just afir World War |1 the origina telegraph station at Gilbert
River had gone and th telephone and postal services e being conducied in the adjacent palice
sation.
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End of an Era

By 1905 Queensland boasid 515 telegraph telephonc cxchanges. Telephone rafic
stadily continued o increase, lthough the relatively high cost ofcalls saw telegraphie raffc
remain popular, with the number of telograms peaking at bout 35 million annaly Austrlia wide
i the late 1940'. Operatng bath telephone as wellas telegraphic services on the same line
presented some iteresting challenges. For instance telephone users could hear the rapid clicks of
Telegraph raffic on the line during thei conversaton. Experienced telegraphist, whilst talking on
the telephone, could simultancausly decado and ‘read'phantom telegrapbic messages they were
hearing! ‘Crossed wires were common, where two people engage i 4 elephone conversation
ould hear anather muted conversation. Allaough telegraph / telegram services were diminishing
v many arcas by about 1950, Morse Code cantinued o be employed on the Queensland state
salway networks for some fime after Morse ceased 1o be usd on public wires.

Thase living in more remote rural communites such a the Gulfand lower Cape York may
il remember the quaint telephone ‘party ines operatng up unilabout 1980, prior (o the avent
of dial phones. This service was centred on a small cental exchange which served up to about 15
properies i the local area they were also th local post office and Commonwealth Ban sgency:
Almostalways ‘manned by a wonian, these lile exchanges were open for about 10 - 12 hours on
weelkdays and lessr fimes on weekends,

The lady on the exchange would
direet incoming call o thir desination
by & coded dialing procedure based on the
outgoing Morse system, .2, one shortring
followed by three long fings. Everybody
Knew their ringing code and when they
eard their ring they would answer by
lifting thei receiver t speak - o o lisen
ifthey heard somebody else’s rng!
Silently ear dropping’on the conversation
of thei neighbours was a popular past
time and a procise which led o much
amusement and aggravation! The silent
hird party sometimes could ot esist the
temptation to add o the conversation!

The operator -  term which was
assuming a differen emphasis after
WWIL - would alo verbally pass on
incoming telegrams, puting a writen copy
in the recipients mai bos for future
collecton. Outgoing calls were made by
ringing the operator by rapidly tuming 3
handle an the side of the wall-moued
instrument ) and teling her the nummber
youwanted to ring. She would make the
connection from her ‘witeh' with the
Figureso Oty Library #0810 ubiquitous words, Puting you through
Telphone Operatr . 1950 now.
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ave special poignancy: Some timber and metal poles still tand i solated places but most ofthe
wire, both gnlvanized and copper, were long ago removed. The one chain wide clearing oftheline
Foute hrough the bush can be discerned in places by the astute observer ( see below ).

Fiaures:

O shin alignment. The original Oppenheimer pole had anly  single alvanized wire on top.
X bracket on one sid ater carried anether wire, and hen (imber cruss arms were attched

1o carry copper telephone wires.

Perhaps the history of the Gilbert River repeater station s representativ of the many.
lements of change which have taken place. Being buil close 1o what was 0 be  significant but
Shortlived goldfield,afer fighting offthe Blacks the arly saff at Gilbert River i th lte 1500's
were joined by ohers a the telegraph sttion became the focus ofa small community which
eventually included a palice sation, a school, a pub and a racecourse. Replacing he original
Sehool, another one which also srved s 3 dance hall was buil rom material from the derclict pub
e carly 1950, By tha time the ariginal elegraph office had ceased to exis,and posial
Services and the locl telephone exchange had been transferred to the police station, operated lastly
by the wife ofthe local policeman Jack Schlosky up untl when they IetGilbert River in the carly
1960,

Shorty afer, boththe post offce and palice staton permanenly closed - tlephone
Serviees were contolled from Georgetown. “The massive flood of 1974 destroyed the shoal,
Submerged most of the clevated Gilbert River site and washed out many of he former telegraph
poles. The police station buikding,converted 0 o rivate dwelling, burt down in the carly 1980
A concrete and stone slab ncarby, representing al that emained of the former tlegraph staton,
vas destroyed by counci workers leaning up' he st. Today the only original bullding that
Survives from the onee busting ceniee on the Gilbert Rive i the police lockup.
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Figuress
el of telegraph i rlics nar Georgetown - 2007 (p and bottom
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Being a fourth
eneraton grazicr
Whose forcbears had
arived in this area n
1862, Gerry Collins
spent his childhood or
the family properties
through which scctions
of the old tlegraph
lines passed south-<ast
of M. Surpise. The
frack to the Collins
Rasella Plais sttion
from Mi. Surprise
passed by the site of
the formes Junction
Creck tlegtaphstaion,
where now only &
Soltary date palm remains. There s  catle yard nearby known as the  GPO. Along a secton of
his same track foday on the way to Barkers Tube at Undara,viitors can sll s the scars on old
ironbark rees where the route to the nland was identified by chopping blazes on tres in the carly
18605

Figure 58 utons Livrary of Australa
ry personnel working on elegraph line 1942

Gerry was only a young lad during the war years but wel remembers e Americans
commandeering a large cement mixer from Rosella Plains fo eplace the wooden stumps of the M.
Surprise elegraph station. The militay personnel aso upgraded the old telcgraph lne berween
Townsvile, Chartrs Towers and M. Surpse. Gerry continues

Their construction team was camped at he Six Mile yard (now in the Undara Voleanic
National Park ) on Rosella Plans fo quite  few months during the early 1940'. The rough
asalic terrain slowed down their project 1o the extent hat it was of some concern o thetr senior
ffcers. My futher's uncle named Bram was ai Rosella then and he had an agreement with the
“nilta fo upply then with beef for the camp. Uncle Bran would put a bullock i the yand every
i day, and the Americans would send their own butcher and a couple of offsders over o do the
Jobr Uncle was always a bt put out 10 e his bullocks murdered with a sub-machine g when a
il shot from .22 calibre rffe would have heen neat and lean. Unele Bram and a he family
and eployees ot vick of ating offal as the Americans would not eat any of the ongae, brains.
hear, lver, ideys, owiail etc

Times were tough during the ar and the fanily were very careful withtheir coupons andt
meagre resources and Uncle Bram just could not stand waste. He had an ofd ‘Diamond T'ruck
Which was the main mechanical worklorse on the siafon, and he had runthe tyres down 10 ‘rags’
and it was more off the road than on due o fats. One day four brand new 'B.F: Goodrich! yres
and tubes appeared in the back of he ruck, putthere by the Americans, and old Bram insisted that
e coutd not accept them. Bu the Americans would not take he tres back so onio th truck hey
went but then Unele Bram would not take the truck anywhere in case the yres were recognized as
hot property” because that brand was not available commercially i Australia!

On another accasion a mifitary ruck arrived with a bulldozer on the back. The driver had
had enough ofrough roads and refused totake t anyfurthe. His truck was nearly wrecked, so he
unloaded e ‘dover on the bank of the creek and said they could walk i 0 he Six Mie. The ‘ozer

&
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When work stated on the Undara ste, care was taken (0 collect and preserve elcgraphline:
relics, especially ceramic insulators and pole fitings. The ine o old posts (many of which were
e ) was identified leading south-west around the edge of the granic past the modern Bush
Breakst site towards the sit of the fture Herltage Hut and the small creck beside . Informtion
handed down throvsgh the Collns family had suggested tht ther was once 4 elegraph line
Construcion camp on the bank of this creck, and indecd a arge broken iron cooking pot was found
here. Hence today Iron Pot Creek and the Heritage Hut have specia historial associations

Although scasonl,the water held in clear pools in ron Pot Creck would have been more
han useful forthe work gangs,as wellas for maintenance inesmen and others coming later. (The
Work gangs must have surcly have known of th exisience oflava tbes only a few ilometres
aveay - ane wonders what they thought of hese huge subsuace formations which defied
xplanation ). Walking the line from the Lodge towards Iron Pot Creek today,the interprtive signs.
‘xplin the specal signifcance of the old eucalypt rees which were chopped down during the
Telegraph line consruetion and subscquently regrew with multiple trnks. see photo below

Ttis clear why
the lin was constructed
on the edge of the level
volcanic plain, uther
than across the rugged
rocky granite formations.
“The soil enabled holes (o
be dug with a shallow
rench on one side 1o
faciltate the pole sliding
inas it was lfted. The
poles in the Undare
viinity were al made
from the local ative
Cyprus pine, a very.
durable yellow fine-
arained timber with a
pleasant fragrance when
cut orshaved.  Stands of
these res, pariculaly
larze ones, were much
more common then than they are now. 1t s tetimony o th resilience ofthistimber hat some of
the original poles ereeted in 1570-71 are sl standing, having survived the tropical clmate and
resisted termite ttack fo over 130 years. The Lodge sl and National Park persomnel ensure that

aton is kept away from the base o the surviving poles t protect them from futher decay or
damage.

Malipl trunked trcs alons tecgraph in corridor - Undara 2006

Immediatly beyond Tran Pot Creck in the National Pak, here are six
he remains o 0 othrs stll vsibl, providing a farly intact section oftlegraph line about 500
metres long. The spacing between the pols s uniformly about 80 metres. Projecting this line back
towards the Lodge, it seems the orginal elegraph line passed just ashort distance in fron of the
Heritage Hut about where the fireplace is located oday. Surviving telegraph poles arc nfrcquent in
{he opposite dirceton fthe west beyond the line ofeight pols mentoned, maybe becausc of
changed fire regime where the vegetation changes from an ronbark and bloodwood fores to one

o
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Figure 63
Shtied’ metal Gul elegraph pole

Figurest
Fxamples o the blacksiths art in the Gulf country from late 1900s
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“The detail however should not
overshadow the evocive nature ofthese:
standing rlis, blending sofly into the
fimeless Austalian bush which gave ther
birth.  Having stood for 5o long, may the
poles stand sentinela il longer,
testimony to carly frontier forttude and
optimism, and provide  backdrop to
those unique clements which help o
identify Undara.

RL. March 2008





image71.png




image72.png
oo Libraey of Austetia

e
ieaph Lt Quecsland, dravin by A.Agnew - 1478

RSB

Singng InThe Stings -




image3.png
PIO N “woany
adyasas Tunuisg puviagey A4

00 1oquaIdaS P UONIpa St
o o e

£6L 1507 L 190
e

e wapu AQ pRNGUISI

811586 010 76 NV
Pt earpun <q pasting
STO00ISS6-0:826 NEIST
556 621 6170 10

w0 puodSIq e e

800 progiue Ay
WEsdo)

pioyduey Key  Sq
PUBISU2ND 0N 4Ty

auy ydeasopy
UONIBULION 0) [[PMPIED A1 JO AIOISIH V

s3uLS 3ursu1g

s s




image4.png
CARPENTARIA

Figwe2
Farly North East Queensland Telegraph Lines
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