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Australian Inland Mission
John Flynn (1880-1951) was born at Moliagul, Victoria, and was educated at government primary schools and the University High School in Melbourne. He became a pupil-teacher in the Education Department and developed a strong interest in photography. In 1903 he became a home missionary of the Presbyterian Church and served at Beech Forest in the Otway Ranges and Buchan in Gippsland. In 1907 he began studies at the Presbyterian Theological Hall in Melbourne and he was ordained as a minister in Adelaide in 1911. In the same year he joined the Smith of Dunesk Mission in the Flinders Ranges in South Australia. In 1912 he compiled a detailed report on the spiritual condition of the people, both Indigenous and European, of the Northern Territory and Central Australia. The General Assembly of Australia responded by establishing the Australian Inland Mission, with Flynn as Superintendent.
The Australian Inland Mission, which was responsible for the Northern Territory and the remote parts of South Australia, Western Australia and Queensland, began with one padre (Bruce Plowman), a nursing sister and a nursing hostel at Oodnadatta. In 1913 Flynn launched the illustrated magazine The Inlander. By 1918 he had established patrols at Oodnadatta, Port Hedland, Broome, Pine Creek and Cloncurry and nursing sisters at Oodnadatta, Port Hedland, Halls Creek, Maranboy and Alice Springs. In 1926 he persuaded Alfred Traeger to come to Alice Springs and develop the pedal radio. A radio station was installed at the Presbyterian Church at Cloncurry and pedal sets placed at homesteads and missions. In 1929 the Aerial Medical Service was established, operating from Cloncurry, and it was an instant success. It was transferred to the Australian Aerial Medical Service (later the Flying Doctor Service) in 1933.
In 1933 Flynn was made an Officer of the British Empire (OBE) and he was Moderator-General of the Presbyterian Church in 1939-42. He remained Superintendent of the AIM and in his last years he established a retirement home in Alice Springs and a holiday camp for Outback children in Adelaide. Following Flynn’s death in 1951, Fred McKay, who had been a patrol padre in the 1930s, was appointed Superintendent. Under his leadership, the AIM became a very large organisation, its influence extending to the new mining regions in the far north and west and even to Papua New Guinea. The John Flynn Memorial Church was opened in Alice Springs in 1956. McKay retired in 1974 and was succeeded by Max Griffiths.
In 1977 the Presbyterian Church divided, with the majority of churches joining the Uniting Church of Australia. All the AIM properties were awarded to the Uniting Church, but after some fraught negotiations the two churches agreed that the name ‘Australian Inland Mission’ would no longer be used. The Uniting Church adopted the name ‘Frontier Services’ for its range of Outback ministries.
Acquisition
In 1964, at the suggestion of Sir John Ferguson, Jean Flynn presented to the Library the papers of her husband, the Reverend John Flynn. In 1977 the Board of Frontier Services of the Uniting Church of Australia donated an extensive archive of the Australian Inland Mission. Numerous additions were made to the archive between 1983 and 2001, more than doubling it in size. The Library had a long and happy association with the second Superintendent of the AIM, the Reverend Fred McKay and his wife Margaret. They made many visits to the Library between 1982 and 1991 and compiled the listings that cover the bulk of the archive. The personal papers of Fred McKay were presented by his family in 2001.
The papers of Dr George Simpson, one of the founders of the Flying Doctor Service, were donated by his wife Nesta Simpson in 1962. In 1967 R. Cameron Plowman presented the papers of his father, R.B. Plowman, the first AIM padre.
Description
Manuscripts
(i) Records of the Australian Inland Mission and the Uniting Church Frontier Services
MS 5574
Extending from 1912 to 1996, the records of the AIM and its successor organisation form one of the largest archives held in the Library. The records of the very early years are somewhat scanty, but from the 1930s onwards they are comprehensive. They document the multifarious activities of the AIM and are the most important single source on the Australian Outback held in the Library.
The records include minutes and papers of the AIM Board, correspondence of the Superintendent and General Secretary, administration files, financial records, records of State Councils of the AIM, parishes, padre patrols, nursing homes, hostels for school children, and kindergartens, as well as files on the Aerial Medical Service, United Church in North Australia and Far North Children’s Health Scheme. There are also diaries, registers, press cuttings, photographs, glass slides, maps, leaflets, booklets and public relations material. Among the many institutions represented in the archives are the Old Timers Homes in Alice Springs, St Philip’s College at Alice Springs, the John Flynn Memorial Church, and the hospitals at Andamooka, Birdsville, Coen, Dunbar, Fitzroy Crossing, Halls Creek, Innamincka, Kununurra, Leigh Creek, Maranboy, Marble Bar, Oodnadatta, Port Hedland and Radium Hill.
(ii) Personal papers
MS 812
Papers of George Simpson, medical adviser to the AIM (1927) and one of the founders of the Aerial Medical Service. Occupying ten boxes, they consist of correspondence (1928-58), including correspondence with the AIM, diaries (1929-32), subject files, records of the Flying Doctor Service, speeches, notes and printed items.
MS 1940
Logs, photographs, newspaper cuttings and articles kept by Arthur Affleck, the first pilot with the Aerial Medical Service (1928-31).
MS 1941
Papers of Bruce Plowman, the first AIM padre, including letters (1912-17), mainly to his mother and his wife, a typescript journal (1914), and literary manuscripts.
MS 3288
Personal and official papers of Rev. John Flynn, the first Superintendent of the AIM. Filed in 22 boxes, they consist of his letters to his father (1901-28), correspondence (1898-1956), sermons, manuscripts, diaries (1912-41), personal and family documents, AIM correspondence, minutes and reports, Aerial Medical Service correspondence and reports, photographs, maps, publications, and letters of condolence on his death.
MS 5639
Further papers of Rev. John Flynn, formerly part of the AIM archives, including correspondence (1912-36), reports, manuscripts, diaries (1916-17), sermons, photographs, and a large collection of newspaper cuttings and printed items.
MS 6234
Papers of Allan Vickers, who served with the Aerial Medical Service at Cloncurry (1931-34), comprising diaries, notebooks, letters, reports and newspaper cuttings.
MS 6935
Papers of James Spaulding, who served with the Aerial Medical Service in 1929-30, consisting of letters to his wife, speeches, articles, and notes for talks on the AIM.
MS 7178
Unpublished histories of the Royal Flying Doctor Service (7 vols) by John Behr, c. 1981-88.
MS 8127
Papers of Rev. Fred McKay, who was a patrol padre (1935-41) and the second Superintendent of the AIM (1951-74). Occupying 85 boxes, they extend from 1922 to 1998 and include correspondence, reports, official papers, sermons, lectures, newspaper cuttings, photographs, slides and publications. There are extensive papers on the Presbyterian Church, the Australian Inland Mission, the Royal Flying Doctor Service, Church union and on individuals such as John Flynn, Alf Traeger and Sir Robert Menzies.
MS 9496
Papers of Rev. Arch Grant mainly relating to his biography of Kingsley Partridge.
MS 9671
Correspondence, photographs and a short biography of Jean Mittelheuser, the nursing sister in charge of the AIM hospital at Maranboy in 1920-22.
MS 9856
Diaries (1964, 1969) of Rev. Andrew McKay (the brother of Fred McKay) kept while he was a patrol padre based at Birdsville.
Maps
A small collection of 19 maps on 21 sheets was received with the Australian Inland Mission archives. Mostly undated, they include the Inlander Map of Australia (1922), the AIM Jubilee Map (1962), maps of AIM patrols, a Flying Doctor Service base chart, pastoral maps of South Australia and western Australia, and maps of the Northern Territory and Queensland.
Image
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Australian Inland Mission, McKay, Fred and H.E.C. Robinson Pty Ltd., A.I.M. jubilee map: the Australian Inland Mission of the Presbyterian Church of Australia 1962, nla.cat-vn2869253
Objects
The Library holds 18 objects that were received with the AIM archives. They mostly consist of radio equipment, including portable transceivers, an automatic Morse keyboard invented by Alf Traeger, sets of pedals, and cassettes used in portable transceivers. There are also projectors used by padres and a Flying Doctor Service tin medicine chest.
Oral history
TRC 2274 Bolton, A.T., Interview with Reverend Fred McKay, 1988
TRC 2273 Gall, Jennifer, Interview with Margaret McKay, wife of Rev. Fred McKay of the Australian Inland Mission, 1988
Photographs
A substantial collection of photographs was received with the AIM archives. They include about 4400 glass slides, glass negatives and lantern slides, mostly dating from 1912 to 1955. About half were taken by John Flynn, the earliest being photographs of Buchan and the Otway Ranges (1906-7). Many of the slides were used by Flynn and others in lectures. The subjects include portraits, indigenous families, patrols, missions, churches, hospitals, hostels, schools, aircraft, radio equipment, homesteads, camp sites, towns, roads, railway lines, cattle stations, mining settlements, teamsters, pearl luggers, prospectors, hawkers, fettlers and landscapes. Among the places depicted in the photographs are Alice Springs, Beltana, Broome, Carnarvon, Darwin, Dunbar, Innamincka, the Kimberleys, Marble Bar, Mornington Island, Oodnadatta, Port Hedland, Tennant Creek, Thursday Island and Victoria River Downs.
In addition, the AIM archive contains many boxes of photographic prints and albums. Several personal collections also contain photographs, including the papers of Arthur Affleck, John Flynn, Fred McKay and Jean Mittelheuser.
Publications
In addition to the quarterly magazine The Inlander (1913-86), the Library holds many published reports, booklets and leaflets of the AIM. The following books deal with the lives of John Flynn and Fred McKay and the history of the AIM:
Beckett, Beth, Lipstick, swag and sweatrag: memoirs of a patrol padre’s wife: the Australian Inland Mission 1947-1955, 1998
Burchill, Elizabeth, Innamincka, 1960
Ford, Margaret, End of a beginning, 1963
Grant, Arch, Camel train and aeroplane: the story of Skipper Partridge, 1981
Grant, Arch, Palmerston to Darwin: 75 years service on the frontier, 1990
Gray, William, Days and nights in the bush, 1935
Griffiths, Max, The hungry heart, 1992
Griffiths, Max, The silent heart: Flynn of the Inland, 1993
Griffiths, Max, Straight from the heart: tales of tragedy and triumph from the nurses of the Australian outback, 2000
Hains, Brigid, The ice and the inland: Mawson, Flynn, and the myth of the frontier, 2002
Henry, Mona, From city to the sandhills of Birdsville, 1994
Idriess, Ion L., Flynn of the inland, 1932
Linn, Rob, Shifting sands to solid rock: ninety years of Frontier Services, 2002
McKay, Fred, Traeger: the pedal radio man: he gave a voice to the bush and to flying doctors, 1995
McKenzie, Maisie, Flynn’s last camp, 1985
McKenzie, Maisie, Fred McKay: successor to Flynn of the inland, 1990
McPheat, W. Scott, John Flynn: apostle to the inland, 1963
Page, Michael, The Flying Doctor story, 1977
Plowman, R.B., Camel pads, 1933
Plowman, R.B., The man from Oodnadatta, 1933
Organisation
The Australian Inland Mission records are held in the Manuscripts Collection at MS 5574, with the exception of several boxes held in the Pictures Collection. A finding-aid and supplementary list are available. The various personal collections are also held in the Manuscripts Collection. Finding aids for the papers of John Flynn are available at two locations: MS 3288 and MS 5639. There are also finding aids available for the Papers of George Simpson and the Papers of Fred McKay.
Several of the manuscript collections listed above contain photographs, but the main collection of about 4500 images is held in the Pictures Collection (P 850). Many of these images have been digitised. The objects are also held in the Pictures Collection. The maps are in the Maps Collection and a list is available. The two oral history recordings and transcripts are in the Oral History Collection and the publications are shelved at various locations in the Australian Collection.
Related collection
John Flynn Place at Cloncurry, Queensland, has a permanent exhibition of artifacts of Fred McKay, mostly relating to the Flying Doctor Service.
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About this object
These slides are part of the Australian Inland Mission Collection, held by the National Library of Australia. The AIM (also known as The Australian Presbyterian Mission) was a movement established by Rev. John Flynn to evangelise rural and remote Aboriginal communities. It ran from 1912 into the mid-Twentieth Century. Their collection comprises of 1) slides, made mostly from photographs missionaries took their remote outposts in the Northern Territory, South Australia, Western Australia and Queensland and 2) commercially manufactured slides, which were shown to indigenous communities. Read more here: https://www.nla.gov.au/selected-library-collections/australian-inland-mission . The image associated with this entry has been harvested from Trove, where it was cropped around the photograph, rather than the glass plate's perimeters.
Maker
Flynn, John, 1880-1951
Date Made
1912-1955
Format
standard glass slide
Object Type
photograph, hand coloured
Named Collection
(NLA) Australian Inland Mission
Credit Line
National Library of Australia, Canberra.
Object number
HL.NL.23534912
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