The RFDS & the Morse Typewriter
Scott K / August 4, 2012 
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While in Charleville, I went and visited the RFDS (Royal Flying Doctor Service) base. The base is on the edge of town, and not that far from the airport. Its primary function is to provide a radio and telephone contact point that people living in the remotest regions of Australia could contact when they needed medical assistance.
The service began in 1928, but really only became an official organisation in 1932.
It was formed as part of Reverend John Flynn’s ‘Australian Inland Mission’ – a presbyterian mission that set about establishing hospitals across remote and central Australia.
As always, click any of the images to enlarge them.
I didn’t have my DSLR with me at the time, so I used my iPhone to take the photos below.
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 Contemporary medical chest – 3 layers
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1950’s Medical chest – also 3 layers
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REPORT THIS AD
 
These chests were left with people living 80+ kilometres from regional centres where they may have access to medical help. Contained in these chests are a standard allocation of supplies that are designed to allow a doctor to be able to talk a patient or carer, over radio, through how to treat a variety of issues.
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The keys were tough to move, and some previous ‘users’ have actually warped some of them.
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REPORT THIS AD
 
[image: ]
 Robert Messenger’s Blog on the Morse Typewriter.
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I found some more interesting pieces belonging to RFDS history over at the Charleville Historical Society Museum. But more on that later.
Coming up soon… The stars of Charleville.
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But J#f what was most facinating, was the Morse typewriter that I got to get
my hands onto.
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The machine felt ctude snd rudimentary, and unfortunately it wasn't hooked up
%o any powered equipment at the time foe me to be able to get some kind of ides
of what it was doing, or what kind of signel it was outputting,

Further more, there were no letters left visible for me to be able to ascertain
what letters I was actually hitting, ALl they keye had been painted over in
white, T guess this was to keep it looking good after allof the other tourists
hed ground their grubby fingers onto it.

Pushing keys and typing on this thing )/ would have really been something o
of 3 XA chore, s a absorber piston as placed in line with all of the keys
in order do stop you pressing down too fast, and causing & rushed morse signal.
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Also, feeling the prongs grind against the key switch at the back was quite
disconcerting, It feels like it grinds out a signal, more than it taps out one.

I remeber reading sbout this recently on Robert Messenger's blog. He did an
excellent write-up on the machine, ¥ But naturally that is nothing like actus 1ly
getting your hands on one,

They also left out for public viewing the original pedsl powered dyname and
radie for people to look at.
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The equipment itself - medical equipment that is, was amazing, I occasionslly
come across time-capsuals of old equipment in my own hospisal, but I had yet
to discover anything quite as old end rudimentary as this. It gives me all the
more appreciation of what the RDFS (Royal Flying Doctor Service) has menaged
to achieve over the years.
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The originel communications room that was decommisioned in the 90's is still
there, Sitting inf front of the consol is a bewildering experience, There's
nore technology at hand's reach than I have seen in the cockpits of some
passenger aircraft.,
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THE FILTHY PLATEN
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ine flying docter visit this morning was facinating, Working in medical
equipment myself, I found much of ghat was on display there very interesting.
The displeys included much of the original feild ki#s end medical supplies
that hed been used in such remote regions in the past, that the RDFS covered.
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