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Edward Barton & the Barton White & Co. Power Station
125 years since the first commercial electricity supply happened in Queensland.

“The 20° Augort 2013 marked cxactly 125 years sine the
s commercilsuppl of clecricity wis made valble to
the pullic in Quecnsiand. The newls formed company of
Bartan P lite & o, folloving demonstruions of the new
imvension ofcectcligh,supplied the gencral Pose Office
in Queen S Brishane with eecrc lghing.
e Queenlande e on he 25 g

1888; Tiegoural P St v gl 1
o ey g O s 8 st i,

b contacts Meae Baron White &, wiss fs a it
in Elbeth 51 o the e of e Govrumen prowiss sl i
Tyl L), hving conpted i ot for sotng
sk The ihing s conied 10 e rund o, it
degicin and eiing s, e e o o, the
ey i, he prvt e sinsed

L s o bl iy o of he iy o S lamps b

en e, o i of ot 16 o pover (60 s and e
g i v iy sy b, g i soe plocs e
ot bt i she e v g s somevb f
dravbuck, The machny i st n o b i o the '
o, T s s 40 by 15 . 100 gt Vi
Bynchdyamsand 12 o pover B and May engine o i
ity ad he it t v ditnt e o fe e i iht
vl o pover t e g n e i,

T AD e s iy s g
vk pomus ol 4

Brtane in 1958 wasonly 7 sars bindthe
o v commercialpabc ey woply e
Godng i Enand 1551 The v of “conl”
i gt 0 eace e “ho” o g a3 nlcome
Chnge for e itzens i s sl . ¢ b becn
eponed el e s Coit o 23 e,
g ot s e cplyes f e P Ofe b i
ooty srgh b it st o sl
oty el o o o nd et

T Rt & it i s o proviing
e wheld gt of decicl wevis -l 2 peenion
s g by o rong o e
e ek o iy bk for e st e
s, R, flctor, e bmps o 2000
oo cctic mosons, e andenie el
okl as o e oy S Pt ot B

Slament lamps and steam beskrs folled by wood (becase
e cheaper coal was found t0be  smoke msanc), the
whole dcecity suppl st i Quecsland hasgrown
0 provide  serviceright throughoutour state, and which
s csintial 1 our dem way of .
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Edward Gustavus Campbell Barton (1857 - 1942)

Edward Barton was bornin Melbouene, he second son of
an lish burises who had emigatedto Austalis n 1852
and marscd Scorish woman, a el immiggans, i 1854
“The family moved to Dunedin in New Zealand in 1862
Barton artended school in Nevw Zesland unl he rumed 14
He then tavelld o Scoand, possibly by himsef, and
found employmentn the cngincenng works and drwing.
offce of Messs Miler and Hesbert n Edisbusgh. Here he
st have acquired a st for academic engincering stdics,
bcaus i Ocuer 1875 b il t e Karlrbe Pl
Tntinte i Germary and commencd oy o i engnin
He returned 0 Scodand and i preious cmployer
in 1880, but he obviouly had astong ncerest in the
ploncer discipine of eceical ngincering. A ye e b
obvained cnployment with Semcns Brothers & Co Lid - 3
Fumous Genman company which had moved 10 London in
1863 1 an assisant n hei Elctric Light Depariment.
Hi expeience with Siemens was shor, bt semina o his
frure devclopment. He too cvery posebe chance o karn
v tings andlef for New Zealand with  efernce fom

The Barton White & Company

hem W e b ety st with the manaer i which b
s o u i ek n vy e ... e spen he st
e yeurs working 4 4 consulant in New Zealand and
Austalinand setled in Brishanc in 1856 after being ngiged
3¢ the Queensand Government Electican

Within two years he had resgned 10 s up Barton
Whit and Co.with Cedre Franis White with  small vy
sl ponver sation and factory i Telegraph Lane,
Bisane tes renamed Edison Lan to reflct theix
busines). The first chents ofthis s public (commercia)
ectcy supply company in Qucenslnd were the GPO
bulding and the Gresham Hoicl. The company was soon
making o supplyng and nsalig ary xery componcat
‘whichtheir chents needed t csabih tei ghting yrems
incandescent lobes were ot made in Auserali fo o
time). Barton Whit & Co was renamed th Brisbane
Electicity Supply Company snd then he City Light
Company n 1904,

By then he ke acoryin Edison Lane had pased.
o isory, epaced by a powes saion with  seam
urbine in Anin Serct, and Barton had acquird other
fntercss, i polis scial sevice and echnicl edcarion.
He had been ecuring on clectricy, lecrical enginering
and physics then s banch of Natural Philosophy) at the
Brisbane Technical Colege, and he became President of s
Counclin 1905, He was iovolve in th e ot e
Uity Qe o it e

Baton contabued 4 vast oumber of dvanced

i ol s b i e 0 v

being a founder of the Insiuion of Enginces Australi
He lef Austalia n 1915 1 work for the Briish
Ministy of Munitions and ter the Admiah. Afcr the e

sy in Egand, and made his home thre Fdward
Baron dicd n England in 1942.
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Power Station and Factory.





