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Walkabout.
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In 1878, Nathaniel Buchanan, overlanding cartle
¢ Glencoe Station in the Territory, a journey
of over 1LO0O miles though then unk
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left 300 miles behind. Thanks to this help; he was able to com-
plete his remarkable journcy and to deliver the cartle ar Glencee,
Inn 1879, Ernest Favenc, exploring the route of a proposed railway
from Brishane to Darwin, encountered a terribly dry stage of
Afrer an

ninety miles between Cresswell Creek and the O.T

(a1 1:{ir|g|\' hard journey, during which he lost three horses from
at the Powell's Creek Tele-

d his party,

exhaustion, he at last reached saf

inder Forrest
De Grey station in

graph Station. Again, in 1879, Ale
who were exploring the country berwe

desperately sk

north-west Australia and Darwin, becan
food. Leaving two men in a depot camp, Forrest and the rest of
the party pushed on in an end Almost
at the last extremity from thirst and lack of food, and travelling

avour to reach the O.T.

ar night w avoid the terrihic hear of the day, they, however,
managed to reach the line, and ca upon the camp of a line
repairing party in time to save theie own lives, and to obtain

relief for the two left ar the depot camp

AT the time when construction of the Ove i Telegraph Line
was undertaken, Darwin, and the whole of the Northern Terni
tory, and Central Australia, were inc the boundaries
of the State of South Australia, and the frst sertlers of thar Srate
had arrived only thirty-six years before. In 1870 an agreement

was T!'.\t'!k('l.! l"l'[\il'f.'” []‘l' Slllltll '\.-.\'{-\li\-'“'l Gl‘}\'l'{“fﬂl'nf .lrh.f I'."C
British-Austra Te
Corparation underto

sraph  Company, in which the larter
1

to lay a cable from Java to Australia,

CHARLES TORD (ABOUT 18710,

VALKAROUT, July Ist

AND TELEGRAPH P
J. A, G. LITTLE, B C, PATY

providing South Australia constructed a land line across

tralia linking Adelaide and Darwin, and stipulat t the Iml
line was to be ready for use by the beginning of A Bill
was “‘[rllk]“l |'\{ |-”| 'll" (;l'\'l- Ement _|'|'|'_..|':_‘|||.\_Y_ a |‘.'I Iln‘i".'ll'\

loan of £120,000 and it was decided

COMmime

" sections to be

the

to divide the work into three sec
tral

constructed by private ¢

section, l“! 1!1\' Gl"- ernment,

As rhe only information possessed
supplied by the explorer, John McDo
Todd, the Postmaster-General and Supermten
felr the neces out and dispatcl
expedition in advance of the construcrion parries. The command
*n to John Re Ross lefr Adelaide in
to proceed as far as the centre of
ks. He was then
parties, or Mr, Todd, with
» country, the su p:\' or

the country was that
iall Stuart, Me, Charles

dent of Telegraphs,

g an exploratory

of this expedition was

July, 1870, with instruct

the continent, following generally Stu
to return and meet the construction

full information as to the nature of
timber, the location of water ~up-,||u- 5, and to advise as o the
best course the line should rake. Favourable spots for crossing
crecks and watercourses were to be noted, as well as suirable sites
far stations and depots, at distances of about 130 to 200 miles
apart. To map the route, a surveyor was attached to the party,
which also included thr ted by Ross. Ten saddle-horses,
[\.\Lk. horses, and rations for the party were obtained at
re r|w n Sary '-3\!\“{.] v, ]‘\!L‘l’l\“:‘ Jm.i ge neral t'l.]lllp-
ment, together with arms and ammunition, had already been
forwarded by the Government. Meat was obtained at Mount

Marg

men -\t']l'

TO this day one may meer drovers’ outhits similarly equipped
along the route of the O.T. The horsemen carry quart-pot and
saddle- p-umh attached to the saddle “D's” and a water-bag
neek,  The long line of
with a jingle of
hang

hangs from a strap about the horse’
pack-horses threads its way through the scrub
hobble-chains and tinkle of the horse bells, both of whick
Grear leather bags containing rations and

from their necks.
cooking utensils, or metal water-canteens shaped to the curve of
a horse’s tibs, hang on each side of the pack-saddles, while
bulging canvas- or calico-covered bundles of camp equipment are
roped on the saddles of others, There are no hostile blacks on
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WALKABOUT, July 1st, 1947
the line in these days but, with one of these drovers” outhins in
the mind's eye, it is easy to picture Ross and his party, vifle across
saddle-bow in case of an encounter, winding through the gidyea
and mu','g:i_ or strung out in a |n:||t; line as lhl_'\ pli‘l\'-‘\j l|h'i|‘ way
amongst the stones of the sunbaked gibber plains, or threaded
through the shifting dunes of red, sandy, desert country. Here
I may say the exploring party carried out the survey without
misadventure and duly returned with the information required.
In the meantime the work of construction had been divided
into three sections, viz.:
lst—From Port Augusta, 500 miles northwards, to about
latitude 27
2nd.—From latitude 27
3rd.—From latitude 19 30" to Darwin (639 miles).

to 19731,

Tenders were called for erecting the first and third sections, and
t o E. M, Bagot for the first section ar £41 per

contracts were

mile, and for the third section to Messrs. Darwent and Dalwood
at prices ranging from £39 ro £92 per mile for various sub-sections,
he distance from their base ar Darwin.

fed wire and insulators, and

the prices ng

i:-in_\'_ wi

The Government, in each case, prov
abour 1,500 iron poles were supplied to Bagor for use in the

ds north of Strangway's Springs

. .
treeless country and Q!| et i

T] IE central section, to be constructed by the Government, was

divided into five sub-sections, and three of the u-anina: parties

left Adelaide on the 29th of August and two parties on the 5th
the parties had been the matter

ptember. The outhitting of

THE “OMEO" AND THE “B.

INGAL" WITH THE TUG

“YOUNG

l\[ grave concern, as even T]‘L‘ l‘ﬂht l‘!‘ men mist ]1-.\'\' |."||l|_'d “'.”.!]-
out ﬂl{{‘\.]“ﬂlt‘ -1|'|\{ h{“tﬂhlt’ K‘Lillirﬂnt‘“‘ mn !!“l-h :iltrnlulhjin_gn_ \\l'lL'J'L'
water was scarce :\I1d every .‘!ll'lgll' [J]illg‘ fL'L][IIlrL‘d |'|ﬂd L] |’L' L';lT!L'd
for such prodigious distances through entirely unsettled, almost

unknown country, EIIILJ in lill.' E‘ﬂ.\_'i.' of [!l"b']]i’ {I':l‘l‘.'i. [E was
|Ilil.'.'|3\ill'_\" -il‘ll\'l‘ -'I” [l\illg.k, |!id( l"ll‘ !Hf[i{'h .‘i]“‘l]l\.{ ['I;'l\'l'. Tl‘]!.‘lhll.‘
-",Hd .\”H:h 18 '.I'.{H.\[‘I\n. [l'l(‘ ["L‘_\I ﬂ"\'l[]ﬂl'.l[{.‘ at l}ll‘ Tume-

thoroughly staunch horses and good bullocks. Fnally, the parties
were supplied with fifteen horse-wagons, seventeen bullock-drays
and one bullock-wagon, and five “express” wagons; in all 165

horses and 210 bullocks. A sixth small party was also fitted out
cetving and forwarding depot on the

l'!:.ll‘g\' of a

ce, close to the southern border of the region now known as
Central Australia, and this party took 2,000 sheep, which would
not improve its daily rate of travel. Six miles a day is fair
The bullock-drays would do rather more

rr.'l\'l.‘“ln};" Fi‘l' F!hfl.']:‘.
[l'l:ln twice l‘|1.‘tt d.l:it\‘t[:ﬂ.'. T‘]‘L‘T(‘ \\(‘l|||J l’f |'|l'<'i\'_\' gomng t’l‘r t]'l(‘
wag in the sand: the gibber plains would give the bullocks
sore {l'l'T .11)\1 \1'.\:]|d wear rhl: .\]\l‘l.'.‘ l\;‘ 7})[' ]]l‘f.‘:t“; 50 rl.]ﬂ! ';!l‘\'

‘»\v\"ll!\J require motre [Tl'([lll.'l'll I'l'I!I."-\.'Il-' l‘]]\j crn:.:-mg-plncrn on
creck

cutr ri.m'n, .'H'ld |'IL",'I\'\' gomng n lf‘.l‘ l‘l'dﬁ P,ll"[l‘.

-'lnd rivers \\l"“i\! |1ﬂ‘( to |‘|I.- :!l'\ll'l-l‘ll'lj f‘-‘T‘. L‘I."'l'la'p.\' i“:lﬂkfi
‘corduroyed”™

with logs and branches to avoid too long a detour. Tt will give
some idea of the difficulties to be overcome, and the distance and
rate of travel, when it is stated that the fifth party, working on
the sub-section farthest north (from lattude 217 e 197307,
after leaving Adelaide on the 5th of September, did not reach the
scene of their operations unul the 24th of May in the following

AUUSTRALIA" AT THE ROPER RIVER DEPOT.
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N

year, the first pole on that section not beng planted unul
Ist June.

Bagot commenced his work on the first section about the end
of Seprember. Owing 1o difficulties arising from the absence
of timber suitable for poles over more than 300 miles, this section
was not finally completed until the end of March, 1872: bur,
by allowing the contractor to put in at first only ten ¢
mile (ie., every alternate pole) on the treeless northern end of

the section, the whole of the wire was suspended and joined on

s o th‘

to the Ltll:till section El\' the l‘l'ull\ll:ll\; ot T.\I\al.lt'\.

Messrs. Darwent and Dalwood's northern contrace broke down,

principally owing to lack of tansport power, after about 229
A fresh
expedition was at once organized under the command of R. C
serian-Chief, who left Melbourne
qust, 1871, followed by a fleet of

, Lajw and Antipodes), con-

miles of poles and 156 miles of wire had been erect

Parterson, the Ass
for Darwin in the Omeo in Ay
vessels (Hin Ie

g 170 horses and 500 bulloc

ala

veyin

Mr. TODD, whe

as far north as Peake Stat

15, Went
. 1870,
He

Strangway's

o arm-chair director of ¢
(lat. 28°4") e

on his return
Peake Statior

1 time to explore t

Ross

country no

4 5eCC
art. Afrer this had |

was sent out

Central Mount

1 acco
\

¢ the construction parties at rhe junct

ed

with the Northern

rerurned and m

, where he was agau

rrtory
ment to Darwin,

by sea ro Adelaide

BARROW'S CREEK TELEGRAPH STATION, ABOUT

LICE SPRINGS AND
CREER.

HIDWAY BETWEEN

WALKABOUT, July 1at, 1937

The construction had gone well in the central section, and the
wire was suspended to the northern point aimed at as early as
December, 1871, a distance of 626 miles, and the most inaccess-
ible portion of the work undertaken. On Bagot's contract the
wire was up by the beginning of January, so thar, but for the
collapse of Messrs. Darwent and Dalwood's expedition, the line
would have been through to Darwin in January, 1872, and, as
the eable was laid, communication would then have been estab-
lished with England.

Tn spite of the large force and increased transport power placed
at the disposal of the new expedition to the Darwin end of the
line, fresh trouble was in store for this section. The expedition
arrived during the dry and hot months immediately preceding the
setting-in of the north-west monseon. The country was bare of
feed, and long stages had to be travelled without water through
d ridges of the open tropical forest. Before wells could

the a
be sunk and all material carted up to the end of the line com-
pleted by the former contractors, a wer season of remarkable
intensity was upon them, and all work was stopped.  In a normal
Northern Territory "wer,” all transport, except by pack-horse,
comes 1o a sudden end, and now Patterson's party sustained

nt, of the

severe losses of live-stoc

, from thirty to forty per ¢
[ter dispatching the Bengal with

bullocks perishing. Patterson, :
stores and material to the Roper River, made his way there with
lifficulty across boggy or flooded country, and from the river
he sent a message by boat to Normanton, and thence to the
Gilbert River, the nearest telegraph station in Queensland, whence
a wire was sent asking for further help.

All anxiety with respect to the work of the southern and central

ded that Mr. Todd should go

«dingly lefe for the Roper in

sections being at an end, it was dec
to Patterson’s assistance. He ac
the Omeo on the 3rd of January with eighty horses, and was
followed by the Tararia with another seventy-seven horses.  As
T the Omeo nor the Tararua \t'ullM |:'l'
able to navigate the Roper, a small paddl
Australian, was purchased and dispatched to meet Mr. Todd at

it was expected that neit
steamer, the Young

s still await-

the mouth of the river. However, while the party wi
ing the arrival of this little steamer, and, after ascertaimng that
there was a suflicient depth of water on the bar ac high ride, the
CUmeo was cautiously raken about fifty miles up the river on
a voyage of several days at the slow and careful rate at which
114 llr'untl:nrd the bends and tocky bars that n-m]rrn[ the
.;mg--rnus for a vessel of Omeo’s tonnage. The captain
had indeed refused o risk his ship until Mr. Todd had signed
a bond making the Governmenr responsible for the value, bt
the harses were safely landed at a spot known as Three Tsland
Reach. On arrival of the Young Anstralian, cargo was tran-
shipped into her for the depot, a distance of ninety miles up-
seream from the riveemouth, The lightened Omeo was then
towed up to discharge the rest of her loading, and a fine freshet
in the river enabled the Tararua to reach the same spo and to
st

stream

land her horses and cazgo without accident.  The empty
had no difficulty in reaching the sea again.

The protracted wet season kept the parey at the Roper depot
for some weeks: and as it was feared thar the working parties
near Daly Warers would be out of provisions, a supply was sent
them by a team of fifty pack-horses. Patterson followed almost
immediately; and, ultimately, as soon as the country became
passable, all the teams were got away with full loads,
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WALKABOUT, July s, 1937

A TELEGRAPH LINE!

GO\"[ NMENT parties, having completed

central section, had commenced working north from the terminal

work on the

point of their original share of the conscruction. At the beginning
of July, 1872, communication between Adelaide and Tennant’s
Creek was established, while, at the northern end. Darwin had
been linked with Daly Waters, a weekly horse-express bridging
the gap between Tennant’s Creek and Daly Waters, a distance
of 270 miles, chiefly through tropical forest or scrublands. Bue
the construction work was pushed on vigorously, and the wire
wene |:p on IJ]L' F‘\"ll.'b |'|111I' J"‘lx'[' ”'lill.', communication \\'“.]'l
Adelaide on one side and with Darwin on the other being main-
tained. The clearing of a chain-wide track for the line through
hundreds of miles of timber is in jrself a grear task, while the
sinking of four

ot holes for the posts in the hard and stony
ground is heavy work in that country and that climate. During
the heat of the day crowbars would be almost too hot to touch,
even when in constant use.

When left lying in the sun for any
length of time, they would have to be rolled in the dirc with a
toe before they could be handled. Doubrless, too. the bottoms
of many holes would have to be soaked with water before
they could be sunk ro the required depth. The gap gradually
closed unril the two ends of the wire were joined together on the
22nd of Augus, 1872, and communication was established across
Australia, a distance of rather more than 2,000 miles. following
the course that the line rakes.

Thus the grear work, carried out in country uninhabited excepr
for hostile natives, was successfully accomplished within two years
in spite of the many difficulries, mishaps, and hardships. When
the ends of the line were finally jeined together, Mr. Todd was
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WAN ON PATROL IN NORTH QUEENSLAND,

n camp near Central Mount Stuart, where he received congratu-

latory messages from all parts of the colonies.

In addition to the construction of the line, up to this time, the
working parties had also buile substantial stone srations of eight
or nine rooms at the Peake, Charlotte W

t Springs, and
Barrow’s Creck, huts of three rooms ar Tennant's Creek. Powell’s
Creek, and Yam Creek, and a log hut of six rooms at Daly
\“.1[!.‘&\': a :\IIIlI]EII' ]‘lll:d]l:?: Was n course l"‘[‘ erection at [ili‘
Katherine; and at Darwin they had erected a large stone building
with two wings for the accommodation of the cable staff as well
as the Post and Telegraph officials. One of the rooms was used
as a billiard-room, the company has ing provided their officers with
a good billiard-table in addition to a well-stocked library.

.I‘!]L‘ \\'l‘l'k l|11'u:lgfl-ll:l was I‘f T]]l‘ maost )Ll'."b[dnt[ﬂ! L‘]).’II‘&\CIL‘T;
but white ants, especially on the section north of Tennant’s Creck,
are very numerous and destructive to all timber-work, except
where cypress pine is used. Tt was therefore considered advisable
that the wooden poles on the line, from about twenty miles north
of Daly Watets to Tennant’s Creek. should be replaced with iron
poles while the horse and bullock teams were still in the country.
This work was carried out in 1873 wich the aid of the plant left
at the Roper ].mJing. a total of 33 wagons and 17 drays, together
with 174 horses and 325 bullocks.

In conclusion, I may add that the shore-end of the cable from
Java to Darwin was landed in November, 1871, The cable,
however, broke down on the 25th of June, 1872, and communica-
don with the outside world was not restored until the 21st of
October. On the 15th of November. banquets were held in
Adelaide, Sydney, and London to celebrate the event.




