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~ The

(Overland
Telegraph
Line

Peter Taylor recounts the story of
the construction of the telegraph
line across 3000 kilometres of the
desolate heart of the continent,
which linked Australia with the
world.

here are two very surprising things
I about the Overland Telegraph
Line, built from Adelaide to
Darwin between 1870 and 1872. The first
is that it was built at all, for it passed
through some of the most inhospitable
country in the world. And the second 1s
that this almost incredible achievement has
been largely forgotten, even though the
line was in operation for many years. In-
deed, the first news of the bombing of
Darwin in 1942 was sent in Morse down
this line.
" The Overland Telegraph: Line was built
for a reason that now seems almost trivial
until we think of its implications. In the
1860s it still took at least three months for
1 letter to reach England. Whilst this was
certainly annoying in personal correspon-
dence, it had an even greater effect in two
other areas: trade and news.
Because most of Australia’s trade was

Charles Todd. Superintendent of Tel.
Adelaide, with his wife Alice

with Britain, this slow communi
posed a feeling of remote cor
although long accepted as inevit:
have serious economic con
When the grazier sent his wc
England he did so knowing that
nearly a year before he receive
ceeds, or even knew what they
Australian mines could be b
ducing ore without knowing th:
in Britain had slumped and tha
little hope of selling it. The Victc
did not move as quickly as ©
moved quickly enough for del:
these to be potentially dangerot
If the economic effects were
a few, the delay in news was te
body. The monthly mail ship a
copies of English newspapers ¢
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nonial planting of the first pole of the
| Telegraph Line, 15 September 1870

arrived the Australian newspapers
-d their ‘monthly mail’ editions
-ising all the latest news from
Even though it was out of date,
then long forgotten in Britain, it
e latest news in Australia and
read in a country that thought all
ortant events occurred elsewhere.
leveloping system of the telegraph
eeded communication to some
As the international system spread
i Europe and India it became pos-
telegraph news from London to
There it joined the mail ship,
1ad left England weeks earlier, for
| stage to Australia. As the network
-alia was extended to link Brisbane,
.~ Melbourne and Adelaide, news
loaded from the ship at its first

Australian landfall at Albany, Western
Australia, and sent by a fast vessel to Adel-
aide, where reporters waited to telegraph
their reports to papers in other States. Even
with all this effort and considerable ex-
pense the latest overseas news in the South
Australian Advertiser of 15 February 1870
was already a month old. Butithad at least
arrived faster than it took someone to
carry it, and that was the technological
benefit that the telegraph provided.

As the international telegraph system
edged through India into Asia, the possi-
bility of connecting the Australian system
to it was a very exciting one for it would
put Australia into direct communication
with London for the first time. The trouble
was that although the international system
was indeed coming closer to Australia, it
was coming closer to the wrong part. It
was not practical to lay an underwater
cable from Jakarta, which was likely to be

the nearest point, round the coast to Bris-
bane or Sydney. The most that could be
hoped for was that a cable could be
brought ashore in the Gulf of Carpentaria
and then be connected by a land line to
Cardwell in northern Queensland, which
was then the nearest point on the Aus-
tralian system. It would be difficult but not
impossible.

it. Except for a man in Adelaide
called Charles Todd. Born in London

in 1826, he had left school at fifteen and
worked as a calculator at the Royal Obser-
vatory in Greenwich. At twenty-two he
moved to the observatory at Cambridge
University, where he came into contact
with the new-fangled telegraph. He also
met his future wife, then aged only twelve.
Six years later he left Cambridge to

I t was so logical that few questioned
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Map of The Overland Telegraph Line,
1872

return to Greenwich and there he was
offered the position of Government
Astronomer and Superintendent of Tele-
graphs in Adelaide at a salary of £400 a
year. At twenty-eight, Todd knew he was
unlikely to see a better offer, but he said he
could not give an answer until he had seen
a ‘certain young lady at Cambridge’. Alice
Bell, now in her late teens, consented to be
his wife.

At their wedding he said, in reply to the
traditional toast, that he hoped ‘he would

be instrumental in bringing England and

Australia into telegraphic communi-
cation’, but it was no more than a dream by
a man who had not yet built a single line.
The Todds arrived in Adelaide in Novem-
ber 1855 and two months later he had built
a line, although it ran only the 16 kilo-
metres to Port Adelaide. But it was a start
and soon he was building a much longer
line to the Victorian border, where it
would join up with a similar line being
built from Melbourne.

But as the international system crept to-
wards Jakarta it seemed that his dream was
as far away as ever, for Queensland was
the obvious joining place and the work
would be done by the government there.

hén Stuart returned to Adelaide
\. K / in 1862 after successfully cross-

ing the continent for the first

At the Roper River, 1872, Charles To
right, and Robert Patterson, in char,
completing the difficult Central Sect

time he had proved that man cou
in the harsh interior. His re
couraged Todd to believe that it
possible to build a line right acros
tinent and when the South !
government was given all the
known as the Northern Terri
result of Stuart’s expedition,
could see the value of the tel
developing their distant northerr
But it seemed that it would el
for in January 1870 the gover
ceived a letter from Captain C
the British-Australian Telegra
pany saying that the company 1t
bring an underwater cable ashc
Darwin and that from there the;
to build an overland line at thei:




» join up with the Queensland system at
urketown. The letter was simply a
:quest for permission to build part of the
ne across South Australian territory, and
)sborne said that his brother Noel would
1ortly arrive in Adelaide to discuss it.

When he did so, Todd fell on him with
athusiasm. He talked of the possibility of
1¢e line crossing the centre of the continent
> Adelaide and his enthusiasm for the
cheme was so infectious that the govern-
1ent said it would build the line at its own
xpense and require nothing from the com-
any. It was a busy time, but six weeks
fter Noel Osborne’s arrival the company
ad agreed on the condition that the gov-
rnment undertook to have the line open
or traffic by 1 January 1872. It was less
1an eighteen months away, but the gov-
rnment agreed. Queensland was furious,
nd rightly so.

After the excitement had died away,

Todd realised what a massive job he had
taken on. The line would be 3000 kilo-
metres long and would have to pass
through country about which they knew
nothing other than what Stuart had told
them nearly eight years earlier, and which
was unoccupied by white people for more
than 2000 kilometres. And although
Stuart had survived with a small and fast
moving expedition, they would have to
take scores of men and animals into the
heart of the continent, where there were no
tracks and little water, and where they
would have to transport every last item of
food and equipment.

Todd’s first need was to know more
about the country and he selected a station
manager called John Ross to take a small
party on a quick journey of exploration to
find the water courses, and thus a possible
route, and to locate suitable timber for the
poles. He was to follow Stuart’s track as

Top: erecting a pole at one of the camp sites.
An engraving from the ‘lllustrated Sydney
News’

Above: the Alice Springs Telegraph Station as it
looked in 1872 shortly after construction

closely as possible and was to be back at
the northern edge of white settlement by
the middle of October. By then Todd
planned to have moved men and materials
there and they would need to know what
Ross had discovered before deciding on the
route ahead.

As Ross took his party into the wilder-
ness in early July, Todd started planning at
a furious pace. He decided to divide the
route into three sections so that work
could proceed on each at the same time. Of
these three, he assumed that the Central
Section, which ran through the very heart
of Australia, would be the most difficult
and he decided to build that section with
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government working parties under the
control of surveyors from the Lands
Department. The Southern Section, which
was likely to be the easiest, would be built
by a contractor, Edward Meade Bagot,
whilst the Northern Section, which would
work south from Port Darwin, would be
built by a contractor called Darwent and
Dalwood. The terms of these contracts
were severe and all work had to be carried
out to the satisfaction of the government
overseer who would work with them. The
work had to be finished by 1 January 1872.

involved in equipping the parties.
Animals had to be selected, stores
bought, wagons built and harness made.
Even such a simple item as the pin that
would nail the insulators to the top of the
poles had to be made and one timber yard
was soon turning them out at the rate of
3000 a week. The excitement was almost
overpowering and when Darwent and Dal-
wood advertised for eighty men for their
Port Darwin expedition more than 400
applied. When the thousands of spectators
turned out on Saturday 20 August to
watch the party leave for the North on the
thousand-tonne steamer Omeo it was only
four weeks after the contract had been let.
When they arrived at Port Darwin in
early September the settlement there had a
population of about forty and the Govern-
ment Resident’s office was a tent with a
flag pole through the middle. To them, the
news was startling, for they had assumed

S oon the whole of Adelaide was

that the line would be built to Que
and now here was this bustling pz
ling them that instead it would t
overland to Adelaide, and that the
no time to lose. Six days after their
the Government Resident’s daug}
clared the first pole ‘well and truly
Meanwhile, at the end of August
of the working parties of the Cent
tion had driven their wagons out o
yards into King William Strec
cheered by the huge crowds that li
way, they had started their long
north. By the middle of September
of the teams had left and at the en
month Bagot left with his party -
Augusta. They planted their first -
day after they arrived and by night
had poled about a kilometre. |

The ships at the head of the Roper Rive:
incongruous sight deep in the beart o
Territory




e measured on the map, but at last
1s in progress at both ends. 3000
‘es of emptiness separated them.
meanwhile, was leading his party
ath after a journey that had taken
ell into the MacDonnell Ranges.
‘provisions, they crossed the Finke
: Stuart’s crossing place and fol-
- down for about 30 kilometres to
ion with the Hugh and there found
wter. It was an important discovery
slace, which was later called Alice
ould make an ideal depot camp for
tral parties as they moved up to
ctions. On schedule, Ross led his
> the outstation at The Peake in the
of October and about a week later
t of the working parties arrived
eir long journey from Adelaide.
himself had left Adelaide in early
- and after travelling through the
n Section, he met Ross on 24
r at Strangways Springs. There they

held a conference about the route ahead.
The first part seemed clear enough and the
parties could move up to the camp at Alice
Well and prepare themselves for the next
stage. But the problem was that Ross had
failed to find a way through the Mac-
Donnell Ranges, and until he did the more
northerly parties would be unable to reach
their ground. So in the middle of Novem-
ber Ross took his party north again with
instructions to find a way through the
Ranges and to return to Alice Well in time
to meet the first of the advance parties
there. He was then to determine the best
route with the overseers of the northern
parties before leaving to go north again,
this time to the Roper River to meet with
William McMinn, the overseer of the
Northern Section, who would then need
information about his route to the south.

As Todd returned to Adelaide Ross
again passed through the Ranges, but
again his route was unsuitable for the line.
He went north as far as Barrow Creek
before turning back to cross the Ranges
further west at Brinkley’s Bluff. But Stuart
had crossed the Ranges here and they
already knew it was unsuitable. When they
met the advance parties at Alice Well, after
a journey of ten weeks, they knew little
more than when they had left.

Todd had assumed that by now there
would be a choice of several routes, but
instead they had none and the parties for
the northern sections were completely
blocked at Alice Well, even though work
was progressing well in the south sections.

With Ross busy making preparations for
his long trek to the Roper River, two over-
seers, G.R. McMinn (brother of the over-
seer in the Northern Section) and W.W.
Mills, set out on another attempt to find
the way through the Ranges. Having split
up, McMinn found his way through the
first line of hills at Temple Bar and camped
in bad weather in Simpsons Gap, just to the
north. Climbing the hill at the side of the
Gap he found he could see for about 50
kilometres to the east and was certain that
he had found the way through. Joining up
again with Mills, they hurried back to
Alice Well.

There it was decided that Mills would go
back to quickly explore the country to the
north and he left on the same day that Ross
left for the Roper River. Mills soon found a
way through to open country north of the
Gap with little difficulty and on 11 March
1871 he found a dry riverbed ‘with num-
erous waterholes and springs, the principal
of which is the Alice Spring, which I had
the honour of naming after Mrs Todd’.

s men, animals and stores now
started to move through the
Ranges, Todd had every reason to

believe that the line could be completed on
time. The latest news he had from Port
Darwin was that by early November they
had built about 145 kilometres of line and
by the end of March work on the Southern
Section was well advanced. By the end of
May the most northerly of the Central Sec-
tion working parties had reached its
ground, eight months after leaving Adel-
aide, and work was now in progress all
along the route. Or so they thought. But
they were wrong, for on 8 July 1871 the
Gulnare suddenly sailed into Port Adelaide
and on board were most of Darwent and
Dalwood’s men from the Northern Se-
ction. Overseer McMinn soon explained
why: he had cancelled their contract.

At first they had made good progress
and by early December they were just
south of the Adelaide River, having built
143 kilometres of line in fifty-four days.
And then it rained. When they reached the
Katherine River at the end of January it
was in flood and although they were able
to cross it by building rafts, they knew that
the flooding between there and Port Dar-
win would make it impossible to move
supplies to them. They worked as far as the
King River but when McMinn returned
there after an unsuccessful trip to the
Roper River to meet John Ross he found
the work had been abandoned. The men
had refused to go any further and they had
withdrawn to the Katherine. When
McMinn found them there on 3 May he
cancelled the contract as he could see no
way that Darwent and Dalwood could
complete the job on time. Although the
contract allowed for this, it was a hasty
move. The work had been held up by the
Wet and although McMinn now took over
the stores and the men on behalf of the
government he had little prospect of doing
any better.

McMinn had failed to find Ross at the
Roper because Ross was still several hun-
dred kilometres further south. After an
epic journey using only a prismatic com-
pass, a protractor and a carpenter’s pencil
Ross had, not surprisingly, made an error
of navigation and had reached the Roper
much further west than he intended. But in
doing so he had found a much better route
and as he hurried on to the end of the line
with this important information he was
surprised to find it deserted. On 6 June he
met two police troopers who told them
what had happened and that McMinn and
the party were leaving for Adelaide that
very day. _

Their sudden arrival in Adelaide ap-
palled everybody, and none more than
Charles Todd. Whatever his legal justifi-
cation, McMinn's action meant that the
chances of finishing the line on time were
now very slight and the urgent need now
was to reform the party for the Northern
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tion and get them back on the job as
n as possible. The man chosen to lead it
; a railway engineer called Robert Pat-
.on. He was a complex man, a pedantic
lic servant who took himself seriously
| who valued his reputation about
10st anything else. He was not the type
nan to appeal to Charles Todd but he
| one major advantage: he was avail-
2. He was appointed to lead the govern-
1t working party on 12 July and was
mised a huge bonus of £1500 if he
Id complete the line to the northern

Simpson’s Gap which allowed the Line to pass
through the MacDonnell Ranges

boundary of the Central Section by 31
December 1871.

nce again Adelaide was thrown

O into a flurry of excitement as prep-
arations got under way. A saddler
produced, amongst other things, 153 sets
of wagon and express harness, 600 pairs of
hobbles, 1500 straps and thirteen saddles
— all in ten days. Finally on 27 July, less
than three weeks after the return of
McMinn, Patterson left Port Adelaide with
a new expedition for Port Darwin. In fact,
its destination had been a matter of some
argument. Both Todd and Patterson
thought they should head for the Roper
River, which runs into the Gulf of Carpen-
taria, as the end of the line was now much
closer to the head of the river than it was to

Port Darwin. But they had been over-ruled
by Premier Hart, who was concerned that
if the small steamer that had also been
chartered for the trip failed to arrive, then
the expedition could find itself at the
mouth of the river with no means of land-
ing the animals and stores.

They arrived in Port Darwin on 24 Aug-
ust and once again the tiny settlement was
galvanized into action as the expedition
made ready to move south to take up the
work. But many of the animals had died on
the voyage and Patterson now faced the
same situation that Darwent and Dalwood
had when they arrived: the need to make as
much progress as possible before the Wet
once more brought work to a standstill.

Soon there was a long procession of men
heading south, but as they reached the
Katherine they telegraphed to Patterson
that they were finding the going very diffi-
cult. In the dry season water was scarce
and they were suffering more stock losses



went. But still they pushed on,
1g that Patterson would somehow
to replace the stock and their
ent, much of which was disinte-
as they went. But a ship that
»n had sent round to the Roper in
e of taking supplies up the river had
recked and he knew that he no
1ad the transport to relieve them.
his hopes in ruins, Patterson knew
- call for help from Adelaide and on
sber he was able to send a message
d via a ship that would call at
, from where it would be sent to
ia on the next mail boat. In it he
at the expedition was breaking
ecause of excessive stock losses and
» of the difficulty of passing through
country between the Katherine and
ivers. Unless more supplies could be
ickly, he would have to withdraw to
ser River when the Wet started.
thought his misery was complete he

was wrong, for later that day the first of the
cable ships arrived to start laying the
underwater cable to Indonesia. As the rest
of the fleet arrived a few days later their
efficiency was in marked contrast to the
shambles that Patterson found himself in.
At dawn on 7 November several hundred
men brought the cable ashore and with the
end connected to the instruments in a hut
on the beach, the ship Hibernia headed out
to sea, paying out the cable behind her. It
had all been so effortless that it was diffi-
cult to realise that this was the cable that
would join Australia to England. By 19
November the cable had been brought
ashore at Banjoewangi and on that day
Port Darwin, one of the most isolated
settlements in Australia, was in communi-
cation with Europe.

The company had now completed its
part of the agreement and would now be
able to extract heavy penalties from the
South Australian government if the over-

The Telegraph Station at Alice Springs, the
place synonymous with the centre of Australia
and named after Alice, wife of Charles Todd

land line was not ready in time. But there
was little chance of its completion. As Pat-
terson made his way south to join his
working parties, not one pole had been
erected since McMinn had cancelled the
contract. When the first rain fell in early
December the men could at last start
moving south again. Patterson wrote, ‘I
have met with defeat of fame but I hope in
time to think of it with less pain than it
gives me now.’ :

Patterson had arranged for another ship,
the Bengal, to carry stores round to the
Roper and as his men became bogged in
the now flooded country he left with a
small party to make his way to the river.
He reached it on 31 December 1871, the
day before the line should have been fin-
ished, and as he huddled in his sodden
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camp he knew that the New Year could
hardly be worse than the old.

The next day Patterson made a boat out
of one of the wagons by taking the wheels
off and covering the sides with canvas. It
was a dreadful craft for that swollen and
fast running river, but Patterson knew that
he must go downstream in the hope of
meeting the Bengal. Their camp was 145
kilometres from the mouth of the river,
and they could not be sure that the ship
would be able to make anything like that
distance upstream. But if they did not find
the ship they would surely die, as there was
no way they would be able to make their
way upstream to get back to the camp. It
could only be a one-way trip.

The following day Patterson and four
volunteers launched the dreadful craft and
headed downstream. They spent a miser-
able night in pouring rain but late the
following day they saw the masts of the
Bengal through a gap in the trees and after
a hair-raising trip of nearly 50 kilometres
they knew they were safe.

On board, Patterson learnt that as a
result of his message another expedition
was on its way from Adelaide, this time
heading for the Roper River, and that it
was being led by Todd himself. Patterson
was furious, for whilst he needed the
supplies he certainly didn’t need Todd. He
knew that there would be little chance of
regaining his honour now as it would look
as if Todd had rescued him, whereas Pat-
terson was sure he could rescue himself
given the supplies and good conditions. He
decided he would resign as soon as Todd
arrived.

Meanwhile, Patterson went back up to
his camp by longboat to supervise the buil-
ding of a jetty there so that the ships would
be able to unload their supplies. He also
tried to send some of the Bengal’s supplies
out to the men marooned on the line, but
the ground was so flooded that it was im-
possible to get through and so he went
down the river to wait the arrival of
Charles Todd.

Todd arrived in the Omeo on 27
January and immediately smoothéd Pat-
terson’s ruffled feelings. He had come to
help, he said, not to take command and
that as far as he was concerned Patterson
was still in charge. But the steamer that
was to be used to ferry the stock up the

The buildings at the Alice Springs Telegraph
Station as they are today

river had not arrived and Todd now found
himself in the very situation that had
worried Premier Hart. With no means of
landing, the stock would surely die and the
ship would be forced to leave for Port Dar-
win. The only alternative was to try to take
the Omeo herself up the river, but what
chance had a thousand-tonne ocean
steamer of making 145 kilometres up an
unexplored river? Little enough, but it was
worth a try.

With the light fading, Captain Calder
slowly edged the ship over the bar and with
men taking soundings on both sides the
ship entered the river. Three days later she
joined the Bengal and from there sent a
boat back to the mouth of the river. There
they found the small steamer, the Young
Australian, waiting for them, unaware that
the Omeo was already well up the river. A
few days later all the ships were safely at
Patterson’s camp and the Omeo finally
came to rest against the crude jetty. It was
an incongruous sight — a thousand-tonne
ocean steamer deep in the forest of the
Northern Territory and 145 kilometres
from the sea.

But although they now had abundant
stores, there was still no way they could
move them out to the line as it was raining
harder than ever. The Omeo left the jetty
for her return voyage on 13 February and a
few weeks later the jetty, which had been 7
metres above her decks, was now 3 metres
under water. It was not until 25 March,
four days after his twenty-eighth birthday,
that Patterson was able to leave the camp
with a string of packhorses.

he Wet ended as suddenly as it had
I started and by early April the jetty

was once more high and dry as the
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river settled back into its usual cot
terson found that the men on the
survived, but only just, and soon t
able to start work again as the
dried and the floodwaters reced:
the breakout from the Roper ¢
Todd now went by sea to Port Dar
the intention of travelling ove:
Adelaide so that he could inspect
on the way. But he found that th
no horses available there and h
return to the Roper Depot a fortni
to use those that had been landed
was a frustrating business, especic
had to let Patterson take charge of
to close the gap in the line. The ¢
Section had been finished some t
and the men in the Central Secti
edging the line northwards to 1
Northern Section. If they could on
the gap somehow, the line could
and the penalties reduced.



1e of those coincidences that hap-
real life, but which seem too
«d for fiction, the means were
at hand. For earlier that year John
ad left Adelaide with a string of
vith the intention of starting a stud
Darwin. By May they had reached
Creek and the solution was avail-
they would ride a pony express
_the gap in the line. As Todd made
south from the Roper he reached
>f the line at Daly Waters and there
number of international messages
to be sent south. As the pony ex-

ok them south to Tennant Creek, .

sas the other end of the gap, the
me through from Port Darwin that
srwater cable had failed and con-
h Jakarta had been lost. It was
inting, but it gave them a chance to
e the gap.

went on furiously as Todd, who

e

The Telegraph Station at Barrow Creek,
between Alice Springs and Tennant Creek

had been joined by Patterson, continued
south. They reached the end of the south-
ern wire at Attack Creek and using a
pocket Morse key, Todd was able to com-
municate with Adelaide for the first time
since leaving there for the Roper. As Todd
left to continue south, Patterson turned
back to join his men and supervise the final
link in the line,

n 22 August 1872 the only gap in
Orhe line was a small one at Frew’s

Ponds where Patterson was
camped. They had deliberately broken the
line there so that Patterson could perform
the joining ceremony when the real gap
had been closed further south. But when
that important moment came his triumph

nearly turned to farce when they found
that the tension on the wire was so strong
that they could not bring the ends together.
In the end Patterson joined them with a
spare length of wire whipped onto each
end, but as he did so he received an electric
shock from all the batteries that had been
installed in the repeater stations between
there and Adelaide.

If Patterson thought the glory was his,
Adelaide knew it belonged to Charles
Todd. Camped that night at the foot of
Central Mount Stuart in the very heart of
the continent, Todd clipped his instrument
onto the line. Suddenly the whole of Adel-
aide wanted to congratulate him and he
received message after message until the
night became so cold that he could no
longer work the key. And this small,
unassuming man, who had left school in
Greenwich at fifteen, slept under the frail
wire that now connected Adelaide to Dar-
win and which would soon connect Aus-
tralia to England. It was done.

In one year and eleven months they had
built a telegraph line more than 3000
kilometres long through country that had
been crossed only once and which was, for
the most part, uninhabited by white
people. They had cut and planted more
than 36,000 poles and they had trans-
ported over 2000 tonnes of material into
the centre of Australia. They had cut and
cleared tracks 10 metres wide through 800
kilometres of thick forest and scrub. They
had worked in the northern Wet and in the
arid harshness of the Centre. They had
taken a fleet of ships 145 kilometres up the
Roper River and they had built nine sub-
stantial repeater stations. All in one year
and eleven months.

On 20 October 1872 the underwater
cable was repaired and two days later the
first message was received from London.
And what had previously taken three
months could now be done in seven hours.

As the men returned to Adelaide, 15
November was given over to celebration.
The men formed up in the new Post Office
and with a band at the front they swung
out into King William Street to march to
the Exhibition Grounds as the Town Hall
bells rang out and the crowds cheered.
There, Charles Todd addressed them in a
speech that was frequently interrupted by
cheers from the men as he told them that it
was the proudest day of his life. And with
that bond that unites men who have
achieved difficult things together, they
knew it was. For it was theirs too.

Now mostly forgotten, they left their
names on the map of the Centre and the
North. But if you stand in the fading light
at the Telegraph Station at Alice Springs
and let the silence surround you, you will
know something of their achievement.
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nent inereane of palery. Nt 3%?

bringing lorw r. Datton's name,
ers on Tuesday were urgent in- their
tiea that the Government would take

wogideration the case of Mr. Smith, &

in the department, and promote him to
- pay an £120 a year. The facts
cued by about hall o dozen separate

ors ocertainly go to show that Mr,
bas boon the victim of misfortune,
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pey in England,” the Ministry !mm
an opportunity of sceing what can be
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. the small stall of lInspectors main-
?: ihe colony. Thisis not o caso in
1 the necessity of paying the salary of
ieer moroe or less is to bo judged of by
actual amount of work to ba done,
¢ seab in concerned prevention is so
tely to Lo prefurrod to cure that ‘the
i of o few hundreds per anpun is not
1y ta be compared with the exclusion of
isease from our {lockn, At the instanco
-, Hughes the Assembly, with the assm-
of the Chairman, who was called upon
vo n casting vote, resclved to postpone
{beep lnspection Dopartment for tho
nt. This action will' no doubt be
ted by the Commissioner as an indica-
5i the wish of the flouse that heo should
sider tho subject. This is not by any
s the first instance in which the Par-
nt fir precaution’s sake have seen fit to
. upon retaining the sorvices of an

cently © supertluous  oflicer, On the
WBotanie  Garden” - o discus-
tovk place, and here again the dis-

ion to inerease tho apyrepriation recom-
ed was strong. Every member  who
d the Mouse spoke i terms of
itied eulogy of the manner in which
Jircetor had performed his duties, and
wwsed himself anxious to acknowledge in
stantinl manner the flattering loyalty
outh Australia. recently ...<:uoo_~« by

Doctor.  Cousidering  Dr.  Schom-
ks scientitic attainments and ex-
dinary aptitude for  ihe work in

h be is  engaged, it cannoct Do said
he is too liberally  treated; but at
sane time his services have Dbeen so
aly appreciated by the publio of South
ralia that Lo could mnot well, in
s to the colony, have done other-
than decline the temptiag offer made
m by the Victorinn &overnment. It is
in that in any scheme for incrensing the
ies of public oflicers the claime of Dr.
mbur, .m will run no risk of being over-
., 1o has commended himsolf to tho
ic in every respect as being the right
in the rivht vlace, and if salary vrere

Marchant was o grave |

"Fora Late Mn. Maoaorav,—Tho romaing of
My, h_:-w E_Sa:_uf loft his late yosidence ot

Bl Jobp's Wool, Hulliworth, fur tio Horth:
road Cometery, on Tuesday, Shorbly after 11
o1, the memborn and officers of aix diffurant
Froemazons' Lodges assembled in full regalia to
joln in the procession, which was a numerous
one, but would have boen even longer had tha
bour fixed not been so carly, A largo number
of personal friends of the decoased marched
bebind the hearne, which was proceded by the
brothora of the Grder,  About 20 convoynncos
followod tho mo ng conchen. "The norvice of
the Chwieh of England was road by the Rovs. J.
Pollitt and Canon Dove, and Mr. F. Wicksteod
deliverod tho customary oration of tho Free-
man Arouud the grave woero noticed, in
addition to momboers of the District Grand
Lodgoes of England, Ireland, and Scotland, nlso
country Lodgos, Mr. A. Hallott
(the Chafrman) and Mr, 1. J, Andrews (the
Secretary) of the Ceutral Itoad Board, Mosirs,
Ashwin and Hargrave (Superintending Sur-
voyors), Mossrs. Morris and B. Beothby (for-
ly of the kame stuf), Mossrs, H. C. Mads
Engncer-in-Chisf), W, B.°L', Androws( Hogistrar-
veneral of Deeun), W. T, Sheppard (Bocreta
to- the Commissionor of Public Worky), W,
% Cox (Gove t Printor), Dr. donfng,
Dr. Davies, Mr. W. lHauson, C.E., and muny
others, It was pleasing to see centractors,
workmen, &c., also prosont,
CONCERT. — The cultivation of
alwayn ._._.ﬁ._.ﬁzr_: and uweful it, aod
those individuals who principally NEE a luve
of music devote much attention to tonching its
M.Z_ 8 dosorve all tho crodit they ol
or their zealous ondeavours to improve the
.*615_2. tasto, Mr. I\ W, Lyons, as we havo
wiore mentioned, has succoeded in gotting
toprether wvery promi who by
hin  lostructi By o
knowledgo in eusic, voeal and instrumental, and
kavo not unfrequently ¢

singing Is

at publio entertainments, - On ' ny evoniug
o concort way giv by them | ¥ Cr.:_nn
Schoolroom, which ~ was crowded, &s we
always like to seo it on such oceasions

Mr. Lyons at tho e
pleasure at sesing so large an attend
veension of the seeond appearance of his Singing
Class, and remarked that a great deal had been
said upon tho Tonic S¢ systom of teaching.
He pointod out the dilficultios jn the way of
Jearuing by it alone, and explained that by com-
bining it with the old notation many advantages
wero gained, o fully ngrood with Mr. Curwen
that without thie com tion it not suited

for convert-rooms or the stago, but merely for
"

congregations and schools. The plan he had
adopted had beeu v . and ennblod
him to mako his iont,  The pro-
granune opened with o woll-executed fantasia
Emo: piano, followed Dby the *Soldiery’
Chorn Miss  Montezani then  sang
“ [Kathleen Arvon,' rathor roervously porhaps
but in a style which showod that she possosso

an excellent voice, and only wanted contidonce
to ivo it offoct. A duet by 1L Spafford and .
Trevornh was followed by Wy g T woup for
Thee " very nicely rendered c« Miss Edwards.
et mo like a Soldier Fall,” led up to the
o Roses Bloom in Summor only,” sunig Ly Miss
Mann, whose rich veico Jdid fu Llico to the
molody, Mr ‘I Gopp gave o woll-known song
in avery good style, and the first half of the

“programme was closed with a pretly little duot

entitled ““The Cou A quartette and
chorus opened the next half, and Miss Fox
sang ' E ime" oflvctively, Thon camo a
duet by Miss Edwards and Mr. 1. Gepp, & song

by Mr. H, Spafford, amirth-praveking rocitation
i a rich Irish brogue by Mr. A, Hawker, and a
pong, *The Lover and the Bird,” by Miss J.
Rainsford, v to hor ingtructer.
Mr., ‘I'rovon %
met  with  favou und  the
closedwithtlo amusing Jittlo o)

o
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EUROPEAN NEWS UPTOYESTERDAY,

THE CHURCH CONGRESS SUG-
CESSFUL.

OXFORD LOCAL EXAMINATIONS
LARGQELY ATTENDED,

IMPORTANT CONFERENCE OF
NONCONFORMISTS,

NEW SCOTCII ROARD OF EDUCATION,
RACING EVENTS.
BARON HATIERLEY RESIGNED,

SIR ROUNDELL PALMER APPOINTED
LORD CHANCELLOR,

SUICIDE O JUDGE WILLIS,

HON. S. DENMAN APLCILTED A
JUDGE:

SIR 8. WATERLOW LGOI MAYOR
OF LONDON.
SCOTCII HARVEST BAD.
BAKERS' STRIKE COLLAYSED.
FOOT AND MOUTH DISEASE
SPREADING. s
LIVERPOOL DOCK LABOURERS
STRUCK.
STAFFORD COLLIERS SUBMITTED TO
ARBITRATION.

FURTHER NEWS FROM LIVING-
STONE.

PRESIDENT GRANT'S ELECTION
CONSIDERED CERTAILN.
EVACUATION OF THEMALNE BEGUN.
THIERS ORDERED PRINCE NAPOLEON
QUIT FRANCE.

PRINCE CONDUCLED TO FRONTIER.
GERMAN SQUADRON GOING ROUND

_ WORLD.
BISHOP OF CAPE TOWN DEAD.

SEWARD, AMERICAN STATESMAN,
DEAD. E

DISCOUNT 6 PER CENT.
CONSOLS 924,
MONEY ACTIVE.
WHEAT DECLINED.
COPPER £90 TO L93.

S
[FoM REUTER 10 AUSTRALIAN ASSOCIATED
Puess.] :

Tho collicry propricters ab Oldham have
yaised $ho pyive ol goal fin, por tony

. 'The coslmastern of lasgow bave reduced
their rate o 3le. pur ton for shipment.

The Darley Wane Coal Mine at Barnsley
has been on fire, and has in consequence
been closed.

The revenue of Great Britain for the
quarter ending September 30 amounts to
£15,812,000, ‘Iho Nutlonal Debb hos boon
reduced by a million and a quarter,

The exports from Great Britain for Sep-

tember reached £ 25,000,
X A epocial Cabioet Council has been held to
discuss tho proposed Anglo-French Treaty.
The signature of the parties to tho treaty is
imminent.

The Amecrican Consul at Zanzibar has
recoived a letter from Dr. Livingstone, dated
Unyanyembe, July 2, extolling the encrgy of
Mr, Stanley and his kindnoss towards him,

Sir George Pollock bas beon interred in
Westminster Abbey.

OBITUARY.

The obituary includes Prince Albrocht,
the Countess of Shaftesbury, Albany Fon-
blangue, tho cminent journalist, the Bishop
of Cape Town (Dr. Giray), Sir David Baxter,
Sir Charles Mills, Sir Patrick Montgomery,
Sir Isaac Collin, and Mr. Seward, the

Ainerican statesman,
e

COMMERCIAL,
The rate of discount is 6 per cent.
Consols, 92}.
Monoy is active.
Wheat has declined 1s, to 2s. per quarter,
Copper,—Tile stands at £90 to £93.

—

UNITED STATES.
A democratic Governor bas been re-elected
in Georgia.
The Republicans have carried the elections
for Tennsylvania, Ohio, Nebraska, and
'Indiana,
President Grant’s re-clection is regarded

ag'positively secured.
————

FRANCE.
The evacuation by tho Germans of the
Department of the Marnc has commenced.
M, Thiers ordered Prince Napoloon to
quit France. On the Prince refusing he
was conducted by the police to the Swiss
frontier,

GERMANY. '

An extensive emigration of the inbabitants
of Alsace and Lorraine will take placo on tho
expiration of the period given thom for
making choice of nationality for the future.

A German squadron is fitting out for a
voyage round the world.

The cmoluments granted by the Prussian
Government to tho Bishop of Ermoland have

boen stoppud.

Bark is stondy.
' Cotton in recovering,
Leather iy elightly essles,
Hides are scarce. Quotations foz tho
best, 7d.
s

. SHIPPING,
Arrivals, —Warwick, Mindora, Florenco
Wilson, Commodore.
Bailing,.—The Atrato.
Tho Australasian Company have bought

ho steamer Syracuga,
e —

TUE NORTHERN TERRITORY,
[From the Register’s own Correspoadent.]
MASS MEETING OF DIGGERS.

Port Darwin, October 22.

A large and orderly meeting of dig gora has
boon hold, at whick o rosolution was paasod
'refusing the Government offer of work for
4, Gd. por day without ratione.

Fuithor provecdings wore thon adjournod
till 9 o'clock on Wedneaday morning.

[AUSTRALIAN Assoo1aTEo Pnrss TaLEGRAMS]
"VICTORIA,
Melbourne, October 22,

Tho latest correspondence relating to the
Border Customs Dutics has now boon laid
before Parlisment. Afr. Francis, in a letter
dated October 12, to the Chiof Secrotary of
New South Woles, says that Victoria'n ob-
jection to the proposed Treaty is that the
Governnent will Jose all control over the
dutics on merchandise passing up the River
Musray from South Australia. Unless her
requircments aroe conceded or provided for
gatisfacterily, negotiations, ho adds, must
cease, He is not prepared to allow an un-
restricted trade from South Auatralin with-
out some stipulation regarding the payment
of dutics, and regrets the inability to obtain
uniforin Exciso Laws, especially with regard
to the rates on tobacco and spirits. The last
letter from Mr. Francis is dated the 15th
instant.

A despatch on the mail se vice haa been
read in the Legislative Asscmbly by the
Treasuror. It stated that there is an offer
from the lmperial Govornment to the Auw
tralian Colonies of a fortnightly servico for a
less contribution than is now paid for a four-
weekly mail. The Victorian Governmont
contemplate intimatiog their willingness to
acquicsco in tho proposed  arrangemont.
The Ministry expect tho ready concurrence
of the other provinces in tlo scheme,
Victoria will take the rosponsibility of
entering into a contract—NMelbourne to be
the terminus of the possal roate.  The Exe-
cutive proposgo informing the Imporial autho-
fitics and the Governments of the othor
sies of this. It has been stated that if

y of the other Awstralian provincos holl

o Miniatsse vmill obild ad

s e e et S

THE PARLIAN

LEGIBLATIVA 00U

TursoAy, OcToBRR !

Tho PRISIDENT took the Chaly a3

PARLIAMENTARY PA

The CHIEF BECEETARY (H(

1afd on the tabtle by comnmand g rot

an abstract of the redemption of Ix

LICENBED 5.Qacwwm.__m&.m 4

ﬂ.:m Ordor for the third readic
callod on,

The Hon. W. MORGAN moved t
pecommitted with a view to repeall
the Act of 180970, and of intro:
claupe to follow clauso 18 Ltho objec
to providu that pluna of vow publi
be subruitted to tho Bonch of Mi
firat instance for their approval, a
would be almost bound to grunt thel
times bappened under present arr
persons were induced to erect now
tho licences were not afterwards gn
_Er..Hnnrn,_. to S:.W great losses.

Tho 1on, P, BANTO romarked
might wpprove of thu plung, wit
houss wan bult o yeur or bwo: altet
not be required.

The Mon. T. ENGLIBI second
3o guito ngreed with the mover as
ol iutroducing n clause of that ki
sure the Council would support it.

Tho motion waa cacried, and
recommitted.

The klou, W. MILNI suggestc
slderation of tho new w shoul
1le was disposed at the first blus
but _,.MEE prefer secing it In prit
1 it
s Hon, W. MORGAN agreed
The House resumed, and the Coa
leave to it agaln on the following

TREABURY BILLS 1

Becond ren

The CHIEEF BECRETARY (
moved that this Bill be read a st

ht he very c:cnw 8t
authurizo tho Treasurer to e
from thuoe to time for the purpos
pum or sums of money not €1
agkregate L65,000, with o view L
r the conr
ronds and on of
in the schedule,  This mewsun
because the ordinary revenue i
ond of pext year were insu
purpose, and because the work

q...__:_u&m. The o he
currency of the _n only tw
date of 1ssue.  Thoy wonld therel

character to English Lx¢
tesest upon them wou

pence per dien per h_%_
per year of 366 days, Thointer
thei exact amount per diem in
calculations, oy it was presumed ¢
negotinhle vulu 1l hon, gent
by working it ont that threepene
amount to L4 118 3d. per year,
per cent, This loan was rende
enuble the Government to i
wants of many of the country

cated by their frequent ond e
the Government. Some of the
necessary that it seemed almoat
upon the Governmentand the Fax
had been so long neglected,  The
w in the disposition of the land
eficct of postponing the receipts,
been sold on defexred payments,
fore perfectly sound in principl
wo:_cn of such recelpts, By t
Freasury bills issued under this
maturity large sums would have i
Trensury for lnnle eold on credit
be understood, however, that 1
introduced as o substitwe for
(Hear, hean—lut only to su

peed. A comprohensivo load
later Lo pnsscd; bul no
uted to the present o

cting to deal with that ditfic
on. gentlemen were awure, |
Ltempe of _._:.._w 1 by 1




L ow URE A soldier Fall,” led up to the
»se Bloom in Summer only,” sune Ly Miss
n, whaso rivch voico did [ull justico to the
dy. Mr, "I\ Gepp gave a well-kuown song:
very good. style, and the first half of the
ramme was closed with a protty livtlo dugt
lod “The Cousins,” A quartette and
18 opened the mest half, and Miss Fox
f Evaupeling” cllectively,” Thon camo n
by Miss Edwards and Mr, T Gepp, a songy
v, 1L 8padford, o mirth-provoking rocitution
rich Irish brogue Ly Mr, A. Hawker, and o

‘' The Lover and” tho Bird,” by Miss J,
sford, who does crodit to hor instructor,
Troveral's song, My Friend Jolin,"
with favour; and tho entertainont
Iwiththe amusin littlo operetta, “““I'he Ross
wvergne,”  Miss % Edwards acted the part
o coyuottish village muidon, aud did it

0, snowinE tHR TS TS nE G CG parL

new How to maio tho most of it,  AMeasis;
pp awl L Spaflord wore g qually effeetive
crival lovers, mnd tho pieeo abits canelitsion
1 unmistakable muarks of appreciation,
-Save the Queon,” barmonisusly sung by
hole company, concludad a VErY Sueeess-
weert, which wo trust will only bu onu of a

YataLa Miniye Coxpany, —This propries
has been formed to work Mincral Claim
whout ouo mile south of the Prince Alfrod
Oro, we ure informod, was discovorod on
1wl two and a half years ago by tho pro.
i—Mussrs. Leuniy, Rogers, Crazo, and
a—who, nfter testing thoir find, wui Teolin
cod of 1ts value, eamo to A olaidy, nu:{
ally arranged with two zentlomen to work
roporty, teports from throo mining
s corroborated all that bad boun stated
discoverors concurning the richnoss of
1 tho generally favourablo prospocts, The
tors thoreon” determinod to work the
+ themselves, but soon afterwards coppor
od in value, and wmining conscquently
bed, The Yatala Mino, liko othors,
ft till botter prices ruled, a littls
being dono at intorvalsy, aml rosulting
aising of a nice pile of oro. Latoly tho
vere offered and takon up privately, the
being fow in number and anxious to
thorough tost of what promises to bo o
iva alluir. Plic oro is similar in quality
raisod from tho Egmont, which yiolded
verage 48 per cont, of copper, anid is
| many places throughout the section.
ro foir lodes—some persony Hly six—
© promoters choso to siuk on_ tho one
rpeared to have tho bost indieatimg
aauence, although thore was not wo
0 on tho surfico a3 at other places,
provod tho wisdom of (his policy,
erly defined walls havo been found, -
steady yiold has rvesullod, the lodo
g 08 it goes down, and promising to
Lore by the time 15 fathoms are sunk,
1shing mncln'ncr?' tho mine would, it is
pay at once, 1o Ewrupurty lios"in, a
acd by surronnding hills, und the lodos
it the hard “eap” so ofton covoring
loposits in tho North., A mootinr of
erd was hold at tha Company's Oflico,
ial-Chambers, Gilbert-placs, on Mon-
Jo A T. Lake, M.P., prosiding, As
o3 of association ouly provided for the
! throo Divoctors, it was resulvod Lo take
amending thom, so that the number
s should he fivo, Mossrs, Lako,
and Turner woro appointed aceordin
icles, and Moswes, .} J. Bouham [tl.]ﬁ
‘ore chosen as Provisional: Diroctors,
Ive wis olocted Auditor, The Come
‘0 bo debitadl with cerlain statod
Yy oxpensoy, and to take tho ore
+ waa rosolved to call a spocinl genoral
rmike the negossary nmondmonts in
5 of assoclntion, and {iis hag basn
Novembor 1. Somo fino samplos of
2y s0en ab tho Sovrotury's oflico, 1t iy

GERMAN SQUADRON GOING ROUND
WORLD,
BISHOP OF CAI'L TOWN DEAD,
SEWARD, AMERICAN STATESMAYN,
DEAD.

DISCOUNT ¢ PER CEXT.
CONSOLS 924,
MONEY ACTIVE,
WHEAT DECLINED.
COPPER £90 TO £93.

—_———
[Frox REUTER 10 Avstnariay A330CIATED
o PREss.) -
Bombay, Octatior 21, 16,23,
(2stronomical timao),
September 29 to October 22,1872,
GREAT BRITAIN,

The Church of England Congress at Leods
has closed after a highly successful mgeting,

Tho Bishop of Salisbury hna advocated a
comprehensive spirit of indulgence towards
Church differences, and demonstrated the
“impolicy of ccclesiastical litigasion, )

The Bishop of Salisbury ab’the distribu-
tion of prizes at Manchester cxpressed the
opinion. that tho Oxford local cxaminations
was the best movement that had cver been
instituted in England for the encourage.
mentof popular education, The numbar of
candidates examined was 3,500,

An important Conference’ 41 Nonconfor.
mists has been held at Birmingham, -The
resolutions passed were in favour of the dis.
establishment of the Church of England,

Sir Jtohn Wauchopo, Stirling  Maxwoll,
Alexunder Grant Ramsay of Kidalton, and
Principal Tullock, D, D., have been gazetted
tho Board of Education for Scotlaud,

Sir Charles Wentworth Dilke in a speech
at Glasgow has denounced class legislation,
The Crarewiteh  Staloy were won by
Zalvanas, Silvor second,

The Enfield Cup was taken by Roy,

The Middle Park race resulted in a dead
heat between ths Kaiser and Surrin, and
tho stakes. were divided, Ontargls came
third,

Baron Hatherley, the Lord Hish *Chan.
cellor, has resigned his offico in tho British
Cabinet, and Sir Roundell Palmer hag been
appointed his succesaor, i

Sir Roundell Palmer has been gazettod ag
Baron Selbourne,

Mr, Justice Willes has committed sujcid,
Tha act is attributed to an attack of gout on
the brain;

The lon. George Denman, Q.C., has been
appointed to tho vacant Judgeship,

Sir William Maynard Gomm bas been
appointed  Lord High Constable of the
Tower of London,

Alderman Sir Syduey Headloy Watorlow
is the nowly-eleeted Meayor of London,

I'or tho Tiverton election tho candidatos

44r 4UISIE OTUCTCA rrince Napoleon to
quit France, On the Prince refusing he
was conducted by the police to tho Swiss
frontier,

—
GERMANY,
An extensive emigration of the inhabitants
of Alsace and Lorraine will take placoon the
expiration of the period given them for
making choice of nationality for the future,
A German squadron g fitting out for a
voyage round the world,

Government to the Bishop of Ermeland have
been stupped,

SIAIN,
The Cortes has rejected the Republican
amendment  favouring the abolition of

slavery,
S S T

[Reccived October 22, 11h, 15 min, pm.] "

[I303 REVTER'S AUSTRALIAN Asrsoumﬂ-:n_
- Press.]

London, October 21, 2,50 p.m,
SOUTIL AUSTRALIAN SIX PER CENTS,
LONG DATES, 116. e
WOOL FLUCTUATING,
TALLOW QUIET,
COPPER DEPRESSED, £33 to £00,
WHEAT DECLINING,

Mr. Graham, a Dircctor of the National
Bank of New Zealand, has sailed to establish
a branch in thecolony, Mr, Burns is to follow
with thestaff of the institution, Mr, Watison
~has heen appointed Manager in Australia,
Badeock, Seeretary of the London Branch,
has been reinstatod on tho resolution of the
Quecnsland Sheep Investment Company,
The termination of tho gold withdrawals
has depressed the stock markets,

i
COLONIAL SECURITIES,

Victorian Six_per Centy, January and

July, 115} ; April and October, 1124,

Yictorian Five per Cents, January and

July, 107,

New South Wales Live per Cents, 188§.

1901; 105, y

Now Zealand  Consolidated Five per

Cents, 102,

New Zealand Six per Cents, 112,

Queensland Six per Cents, January and

July, 113,

South Australian Six per Ceunts, short,

110; ditto, long-dated, 116.

Tasmanian Six per Cents, 110,

g
BANK QUOTATIONS,

Bauk of New South Wales, £38,

Australian Bank, £34,

Union of Australian, £45,

Bank of South Australia, £34},

Loudon Chartercd of Australia, £243,

Inglish,  Scottish, and  Australian

Chartered, £20,

——
DIVIDENDS,

The emoluments granted by tho Prussian .

less contribution than is now paid for a four-
weekly mail, The Vietorian: Government
contemplate intimating their willingness to
acquiesco  in tho propoesed arrangemeunt,
The Ministry expect the ready concurronce
of the other provinces in flo scheme,
Victoria will take tho responsibility of
entering into a contract—>Molbourno to ba
the terminus of the postal route, The Exe.
cutive propose informing the Imperial autho.
rities and tie Governments of the other
colonies of this, It has beon stated that if
any of the other Australian provinces hold
back the Victorian Ministry will =il = s
the Parliament to enler into the arrange.
went ag tho best obtainablo,  Victoria will
also be willing to contribute a reasonable
"proportion of tho cost of subsidizing the
Califoruian mail line, but will not incur any
lialility on account of a (apo routa,

Proposals arc to bo mado to the other
colonics with a view to subsid
British » Australian Telegraph 1=
cheapening the cost of English messs i

The stenmer Great Britain has clearcd out
with a large cargo,

The general race entrics are good, and &%- i

Shannoen, Gironde, Early Morxn,
Dagworth, Benjiroo, Irish King, I
Misty Morn, Emblem, Kiog o, th
Barbelle, Patriarch, Dolphin, Cs
Kingfisher, The Aco, Planter, Athelst
Pyrrbus, Quack, Count, Hamlet,
Valentine,

For the Melbourno Stakes thers ara 14
cotries ; Hotham Handicap, 23; Msseodon
Stakes, eight; Footicray Plate, five; Maiden
I'late, 12; and Quecn's Plato, 16,

Loup Garea stands vory strong for the
Derby at 5 to 4.

Associated Vineyard Company’s brandy has
been sold at bs,

Sugarawere to-dayauctionod at prices oqual
tu late rates,

The flour market is very frm,

Fine wheat has been quitted at 7s, 6d., and
Tu. 8d, is now nsked,

—_—
NEW SOUTH WALES,
Sydney, October 22,

Mrs., Smith, a boarding-Louse-keeper &t
Wollongong, cut her throat yestorday,
Connolly has been sentonced to death for
murdering his mato at Araluen,-
Owen Callaghan, of Goulbourn, has been
killed by a bieyclo frightening his horsa,
The hoaring of the Nukulan kidnapping
case stands adjourned till to-morrow,
The Fanny Nicholson has towod in trvo
large eperm whales which sho caught off the

horses now left for the Cup aro— 2, j
I
|

10 thn oxprossed opinion amonz the
tho loeulity of the property that tho
1 prove » gooul miine,
m yesterday's Kvening Jouraul.]
DELAIDE AND LONDON WRLEGRAPH,—
to uxpoetationy no  tolegram’ wus
rom London on Monday.  ‘Cho first
tessago from Grent Britaiu, Loweyor,
\delaide on Tuosday about noon, It
ased to u moreantilo em In Mol
nd datod 8,40 p.u, 80 that appa-
r 15 hours wus oceupied in the trans.
ut as tho differonco in timo botwoon
id this ity is Bh, 14m, 13s,, tho nctual
upiod I transit was say six hours,
ated that when tolerraphic business
arrent tho interval will La raducud to
direo and four hours. On Monday
les & Smith rocoived at 12.10 p,m. a
m" from Java, dated from that
1 pm., 80 that Old Father Time
have boen benten by 60 minutes. In
» of Monday about £300 worth of
sero recoived at the Tulograph Ofice
ission to Englaud and othor distant
this cannot bo taken as any critorion
‘ogular business which will attach to
mont,

S
7 BUMMER DRATERY AND CLOTHING, —
ces Materlals, Now Prints wud Mar-
west Bhapos in Ilats and Bonnets,
3, Parasols, Feathors, Flowors, Trim-
wod, Uossamors, Hosiery, Fringos,
s Clovo Fittings, Stays; a Large
-own Ilollands, good valuo; the Culo-
long ‘Twood Suit&&éu order; nll at tho

ara Massev in the Liberal_futms?,m aud

Australian Land and Mortgage Finance,

Waldrun Consorvative, *

At Richmond in a Consorvative contust
Seymour stands,

Iitzgerald contests Horsham in the Cone
servative Intorest, Aldiidge withdrawing.

Robert Cunliffo: has beon eloc{sl momber
for the Flint Boroughs, -

The reported outbreak of the rindewpost in
Lincolnshire has becn contradicted.

Thesfoot and mouth disease is rapidly
spreading in Yorkshire and Warwicks! iz,

The Scolsmen states that the harvest in
Scotland has been tho most disastrous since
1816, ) ;

The bakers’ strike has collapsed,

Four thousand  Liverpool dockyard
labourers have struck work, and a lock-out is
throatened,

Five thousand colliera in Staffordshire and
a large number in Wales, in order to avert a
lock-out, have resolved upon submi‘ting
their demands to arbitration, !

The great slucking of orders in tho iron
and coal districts has induced the iron ‘and
coal masters at Cardiff to resolve upon
meeting tho claims of their workmen: by
entering into a combination to close fieir

ices, for Cash,
ax's, 02, Hindioy-strect, 2dey

oto tho nddross— J

works within four wecks,

10 per cent,
- Oriental Bank, 12 por cent.

North Dritish Australasian Company, 6
per cent,

e
COMMERCIAL,

In the wool market, after a gradual ad.
vanco of 2d, to 3d. per 1., thero has been a
sudden reaction through the introduction of
old stock towards tho close of tho sales,
Owing to this the advance was lost, but wes

partially recovered. About half the quantity
was taken by continental buyers, and five
thousand bLales wore withdraw,

Tallow,—The tallow market iz quiet.
Stocks are larg:. Muttton, £44 to £45;
beef, £43, :

Petroleum, 18:. Pumping ls still sus.
pended.:

Sydney oii, £32 to £35 ; sperm, £86.

The copper market is deprossod with few
transactions, I'resent cash quotations for
Australian, £88 to £00,

Straits tin is quoted at £142,

Iron isreceding,

Corn is declining, Adelaide, 55 shillings ()

Hemp has advanced,  Quotations stand at

£20 to £30.

September,

ki RS
~ Fing white sugar v worth §7 756, aad |
lower quality §7 4o, Whito counters,
£6 Ge, .
The Nactza eb Creole, Windlover, and
Guiding Star were loading for Syduoy; also
the Lily, for Adelaide,

————
[From yesterday's Evening Journal.)
VICTORIA,
Melbourne, October 22,

The Theatro Roya' it iy advertised, will
bo opened on Nover « 6,

The cengregation of the Scotch Chorch in
Collins-streot intend erecting a building to
cost £20,000,

A very handsome stained glass window
intoudvl?rfur placing in St. ﬁsul'u Churc;b,'
Adelaide, in mcxr;]ory of thg late Lady Edith
Fergusson, was shipped to-day, ;

t’TII\m i?m;. A, M Gendcrsuu delivered an
adiniruble lecturo on the new Eduoation Bill
last night,

Sailed—Coorong,
e ——————

¢ Mr. J. H. Pur roquosts the spooial
attention of Capitalists and partios furnishing
at Port Elliot for tho summer to his Sale To-
morrow of allthe Snpoerior Household Furniture
and Effeets of Mr. Philip C. Groayor, also o
nunber of Valuallo ]llocfm of Land at Goolwa,

Qctober 24,

Part Victor, &e, Balo at Port Elliot Thursday,

o bornes

coast. } ; F ]
MAURITLUS, . s

[Via Mclbourne.] a1

Port Louls uews has been recoived fo 16th | =

LRI N




THE O0.T. LINE AND THE TRAVELLER

The route of the overland telegraph line has much to interest
the traveller, particularly the historically minded traveller, in northern
South Australia and the Northern Territory.

In fact, were it not for Charles Todd and his men of the OT line,
travel in those parts would not follow the same pattern as it does today.

Travellers by rail to Alice Springs, and by road from Alice Springs

to Darwin, are literally following in the footsteps of the intrepid telegraph
pioneers of 100 years ago.

What was the OT Line?

The OT line was a single-wire telegraph line 2,000 miles long from
Adelaide to Darwin.

It was built to link with a submarine cable from Java so that the

Australian colonies could be integrated into the world telegraph service and

7 “%27@? Bl G IS S e Y
FAUA " An oVerseds cablé compan agf;%g’to lay the cable to D

receive news from overseas as it happened. Before the line was built, all
news arrived by ship and was at least igfee months o0ld when it reached

the South Australian government would have the line ready for use by the en
of 1871. ' '

On June 18 1870, the South Australian government signed a contract 7.,
agreeing to this date. -

The Difficulties

The project was undertaken enthusiastically by Charles Todd
(Postmaster-General, Superintendent of Telegraphs, and Government Astronomer
of South Australia).

There was no dearth of applicants to join the construction, as the
project appealed to the sense of adventure of men of the day.

But the difficulties were many. They were:-

(a) Lack of Knowledge of the Country

John McDouall Stuart had shown in 1862 that it
was possible to cross Australia from south to north,
but his records were scanty, and much more survey work
was needed. This was done by explorer John Ross and a
party of surveyors, who set out just three weeks after
the contract was signed. :

(Note the names familiar today with the Todd River
and Todd Street; Central Mount Stuart and the Stuart
Highway; Ross River. Stuart was the original name of
Alice Springs; but more about Alice later).



(b) The Harshness of the Country

~ Sandhills, gibbers, mountain ranges, deep rocky clefts
and other features which make the Centre attractive to the
traveller today were major obstacles to the men of the OT
line. Add to this the heat and dust and sandstorms,
from which the present-day traveller can escape to an
air-conditioned hotel. For the men of 1870 there was no
such escape.

Further north came tangled mulga and dense scrub.
Then there was the problem of the wet season, which
turned dry ecreek beds into raging torrents, sandy tracks
into bogs, and filled pole holes with water as they were
dug. Animals were drowned. Work parties became isolated.
Food went bad in the high humidity.

(c) Supplies and Transport

All materials for work on the line had to be sent from
Adelaide. So did the horses and bullocks to transport
the men and materials as the work progressed. So did
their food.

For the parties working in the south and centre,
everything was sent overland. For those in the north,
all goods went by ship from Adelaide to Darwin or the -
Roper River and then overland in a southerly direction.

Meat was sent on the hoof. Thousands of sheep were
taken inland over sand and gibbers to a base depot on the
Finke to be killed for food.

Poles for the line were cut along the way where
practicable, but for treeless country they had to be
hauled, sometimes very long distances. In some parts,
iron poles were used; they were imported from England.

Altogether 36,000 poles were needed. They were
carted an average of nine miles each, and a maximum of
560 miles.

So great were the distances that had to be covered
by men, animals and materials that one party which left
Adelaide in September 1870 did not reach the. place where
they were to start work till May 1871.

(d) The Time Limit

To meet the contract, the work had to be completed
in 18 months.



How the Line Was Built

So that work could be done simultaneously at various places along
the way, Todd divided the project into three sections - south, centre and
north.

The southern and northern sections were let to private contractors,
and the centre, which it was thought would be the most difficult, was
undertaken by government men.

The southern section (let to contractor Walter Meade Bagot) was
from Port Augusta (already connected telegraphically with Adelaide) to the
Macumba River, near Oodnadatta. This country, although harsh enough, had
already been opened up for settlement and did not present great difficulties.
It was finished in good time.

(One OT line relic readily seen in this area today is at the ghost
town Beltana, where the weather-worn shell of the old telegraph station still
stands with a few other comtemporary ruins. ¥

There are also ruins of the original telegraph stations at Strangways
and The Peake.)

The centre section of the construction, which extended north from
Bagot's finishing point to Tennant Creek, was divided by Todd into five parts,
each to be worked by a party of 20 men. The respective leaders (from south to
north) were Richard Knuckey, Gilbert McMinn, James Beckwith (who became ill
and was replaced by William Mills), Alfred Woods and William Harvey.

It was Mills who discovered a clear pool of fresh water, to which
he gave the name Alice Springs, called after Todd's wife, Alice. This spot,
a couple of miles from the present town of Alice Springs, became the site of
one of the telegraph stations on the line. The name was later given to the
township Stuart which developed nearby. '

This was the origin of today's popular tourist town. Alice Springs
now has a local population of 10,000, and this is greatly augmented by the
many travellers who come by air, rail and road, particularly during the
cooler months of the year.

(The Alice Springs telegraph station is preserved as a museum and
national park by the Northern Territory Reserves Board. The old buildings,
which are kept in good order, contain many relics of the construction of the
line and some interesting old telegraph equipment.

The construction parties did not see Ayers Rock.

It has been said that the name Heavitree Gap was given because
Heavitree was Todd's second name. This is not so. Todd does not appear
to have a second christian name. If he did, according to his descendants,
it was not Heavitree.) '

The five construction parties in the centre section had a really
tough job, but they got through and finished their part of the line within



the time specified in the contract.

The northern section was where trouble occurred.

The contract there was let to Joseph Darwent and William Dalwood,
and work began at Darwin with great enthusiasm. There was a ceremonious
planting of the first pole, with the daughter of the Government Resident
tamping down the earth and the entire population (50) giving three cheers.

Good progress was made until the Wet set in. It became impossible
to work, and the government's supervisor annulled the contract. o

The government then took over, but valuable time was lost while
a party, under the leadership of Robert Patterson, was sent by sea from
Adelaide. By the time Patterson had sorted out the local problems of supply
and transport, it was almost time for the next Wet.

Also, time had run out. The cable was brought ashore from Java
in November 1871, and, at the end of the year, there were still 394 miles of
the northern line to be finished.

Todd travelled by ship from Adelaide and took fresh supplies,
including animals, to the northern parties, still marooned in the Wet. His
ship sailed up the Roper River and he joined Patterson at a base camp which
had been established there.

It was still two or three months before work would be resumed. .In
the meantime, the cable company was pressing for compensation because the
contract had not been met. So, in an attempt to meet commitments, the
completed sections of the line were put into operation and a pony express
was organised to carry messages over the gap. This was actually how the
first messages from overseas were taken through to Adelaide.

However, this did not last long. The cable broke, and, before it
was repaired, the overland line was finished. No more was heard about
compensation.

The final join in the line was made at Frew's Ponds, a little south
of Daly Waters.

(Travellers on the Stuart Highway may see a cairn on the -

roadside indicating that the final join in the line was made about a mile
west of that spot.)

Repeater Stations

As the OT line was buillt, so too were a dozen telegraph stations
along the way.

These lonely stations were the homes of both telegraph operators
and linemen, the former to receiver and transmit messages up and down the
line, and the latter to keep the line in order and attend to any break that
occurred. ‘




The stations were, south from Darwin, at Yam Creek, Katherine,
Daly Waters, Powell Creek, Tennant Creek, Barrow Creek, Alice Springs,
Charlotte Waters, The Peake, Strangways and Beltana.

Some of them today are crumbling ruins. Some have disappeared
completely.

Points of Tourist Interest

The main OT line interest is around Alice Springs, with its
museum at the old telegraph station. There are, however, several other
places of historic interest. Among them are:-

(a) Central Mount Stuart

This is of interest because Charles Todd camped there
on the night of August 22 1872, the day when the final
join was made 400 miles further north at Frew's Ponds.

After work got under way again in the north at the
conclusion of the wet season, Todd did not remain with
the construction parties. He travelled overland south
to Adelaide, and had reached Central Mount Stuart by
August 22. There, on his little portable morse set, he
recelved messages of congratulation from governments,
consular representatives and others in many parts of
Australia.

(b) Barrow Creek Telegraph Station
This station is preserved as a monument to two men -
stationmaster John Stapleton and lineman John Franks - who

were killed by natives two years after the line was built.

The station staff were sitting outside their quarters
one night when the natives attacked unexpectedly with spears.

The two men who were killed were buried at the stations,
where their graves may still be seen.

Variety of Travel

The OT line is so extensive and goes through such varied country,
that several types of travel may be suggested.

One could, for example, travel by train to Alice Springs (the
Ghan is close to the OT line route), spend a little time at The Alice,
and then go by road to Darwin. Alternatively, one could fly to Darwin
and travel south over Todd's route. :

For something a little more rugged, there could be a four-wheel



drive camping-out party around The Peake and Charlotte Waters and perhaps
following on in the footsteps of explorer Ross.

Whatever mode of travel is chosen, every tourist in the Centre
will be able to find something somewhere to connect with the 0T line.
And, in this centenary year, it should not pass unnoticed.
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THE OVERLAND TELEGRAPH IINE

Some Basie Notes

SYNOPSIS

The overland telegraph
join was made at Frew's Ponds on

The line (single wire),

line was completed when the final
August 22, 1872,

which linked Darwin and Adelaide

(2,000 miles), gave Australia for the first time telegraph connection
with overseas countries, It meant that news of the world could be
obtained as it happened, not three months later when the mail ship

arrived,

The construction of the line, through country that was

hazardous and virtually unknown,
Australian pioneering achievement

The man in charge of th

was one of the truly great epics of

e project was Charles Todd

(postmaster—general, superintendent of telegraphs, and government

astronomer of South Australia),
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The Australian States at this time were ambitious and,
for the most part, jealous of each other, They were acutely aware
of the advantage of having the submarine cable terminating in
their territory = and of obtaining the revenue from all ongoing
telegraph traffic, '

South Australia already had this advantage, Because
Adelaide was the first port of call on the inter-State telegraph
for ships from overseas, there was always a congregation of news
men there to obtain news and telegraph it to their papers in the
eastern States, The race to be first on the line led sometimes
to pages of the Bible being lodged for transmission so that a
reporter could have exclusive use of the line while writing his
stories,

The political rivalry between the States to obtain the
overseas terminal led to various proposals for building overland
lines terminating on the northern or western coasts of Australia,
It also led to intense interest in the comings and goings of the
explorers,

The keenest rivalry was between Queensland (supported
by NSW) and South Australia, There was also a proposal to terminate
the cable on the Western Australian coast and to build an east=west
1ine.

South Australia, proposing to build a north-south line
to Darwin, had two trump cards. One was that explorer
John McDouall Stuart had shown that a route was possible, The
other was the stature of Charles Todd in the telegraph world.

THE CONTRACT

In June 1870, the South Australian government signed a
contract with the British Australian Telegraph Company., The
Company undertook to extend its cable from Java to Darwin if the
South Australian government would provide a line down to Adelaide.

The contract stipulated that the line had to be ready
for operation by January 1, 1872,

The government immediately voted £120000 ($240,000) for
the project., Todd was appointed to take charge.

"Then, perhaps for the first time," he said, "I fully
realised the vastness of the undertaking I had pledged myself to
carry out," . :

CHARLES TODD

Born on July 7, 1826, Charles Todd entered the service of
Greenwich Observatory in 1841. Six years later, he was appointed
assistant astronomer at Cambridge Observatory.




He returned to Greenwich in 1854 and was placed in charge
of the laboratory for research into electric telegraphy,

In the following year, he accepted an appointment to
Adelaide as government astronomer and Superintendent of telegraphs,
The addition of the postal department to hig responsibilities came
later, just before the OT project begam, '

His first job after arrival was to build the telegraph
line from Adelaide to Port Adelaide,

Just before leaving England, Todd married Alice Gillam Bell,
Alice Springs is called after her,

ORGANISATION OF WORK

Realising that he had a battle against time, Todd divided
the construction into three sections - southern, centre and northern,

The southern and northem sections were let to private
contractors = Edward Meade Bagot in the south (Port Augusta, which
was already connected telegraphically to Adelaide, to the Macumba
River, near Oodnadatta); and Joseph Darwent and William Dalwood in
the north (Darwin to Tennant Creek),

The centre section, which it was assumed would be the most
difficult, was undertaken by government parties,

As little was known of the harsh, arid interior (McDouall Stuart
had not done a complete survey), explorer John Ross went in advance of
the construction parties to select the best route,

Todd divided the centre Section into five parts, which he
called A, By C, D and E,

_ The five leaders were all capable and ‘experienced bushmen,
They were Richard Knuckey (4), Gilbert McMinn (B), James Beckwith (C),
Alfred Woods (D) and William Harvey (E). Woods was made leader-in-
charge,

Beckwith became 111 before reaching his starting-point and
had to return to Adelaide, His place as leader was taken by
William Mills,

Party A had 800 miles to travel from Adelaide before they
started work, Party E had 1,300 miles, a Journey which took eight
months,

‘ Large numbers of cattle and sheep were sent into the interior
(to a depot on the Finke) to be slaughtered for fresh meat,
THE INSTRUCTIONS

The instructions for all parties were detailed, clear and

comprehensive, They covered such items as the type of wood to select
for poles, the size of poles, job organisation for wiring, building




specifications for repeater stations, sinking of wells, stores
accounting, water conservation, discipline, morale, and food
rationing details per man per day.

It was largely because so much detail was provided for
in the instructions and because the organisation was so thorough that
the centre operation was carried out so efficiently. The calibre
of the men was another contributing factor.

The five parties working on the centre section totalled
100 men, They had 15 horse wagons, 18 bullock wagons and 5 buggies,
using 165 horses and 210 bullocks in the teams, in addition to
pack-horses and riding horses, A string of 80 camels was also
hired to transport supplies,

The centre section was finished on schedule,

THE CONTRACTORS

Bagot carried out his assignment in the south efficiently
and had no difficulty in completing it within the given time.

It was in the north that trouble occurred,

Darwent and Dalwood started off well enough, with 89 miles
of line up in 54 days. Then came the wet season. Work continued
none the less, and the line had reached the Katherine River, 200
miles south of Darwin, by the end of January 1871, :

Conditions deteriorated, Floods cut off supplies, Horses
were bogged and drowned, Food went bad. Some men, understandably,
refused to work,

So the government overseer stepped in and sacked the
contractors. They all then sailed back to Adelaide.

This was May 3, 1871, It was July 5 when they arrived
back in Adelalde., There was less than six months to meet the terms
of the BAT.

THE DEBACLE IN THE NORTH

In great haste a new expedition, a government one this time,
was organised in Adelaide,

The leader was Robert Patterson, a 27-year-old engineer, and
second in charge was Walter Rutt, another engineer,

A party of 200 men was quickly recruited and embarked in five
ships for the north. They had with them 170 light horses and 500
working bullocks, '

They left Adelaide on July 27 and arrived at Darwin on
August 24,




Patterson, and Todd too, advocated taking the ships up
the Roper River so that supplies could be landed closer to the
point reached (the King River) by Darwent and Dalwood,

The government intervened, however, and instructed that
the ships should go to Darwin,

This meant that Patterson had to g0 over the same ground
as Darwent and Dalwood, using up valuable dry months to get to
the point where he could resume poling,

He met with difficulties right from the start, Many
animals had died during the voyage, and the rest were in poor condition
and could not survive the journey south in the hot, dry conditioms,

By the time he reached the point where work could be
resumed, the next wet season had arrived, No progress had been
made during the dry season. And time for the contract was running
out, '

- Supplies for the men were running out too, Sickness was
rife in the camps,

An urgent message was sent to Adelaide for fresh supplies,
Todd went north with them,

At the end of 1871, when the time allowed by the contract
expired, there were still 394 miles of line between the King River
and Tennant Creek to be completed,

Todd arrived at the Roper River at the end of January with
more men and fresh animals and supplies, He had the ship taken up the
river as far as Patterson's camp, pledging the government for
indemnity when the captain demurred because of the risk,

Still the rain continued, and it was impossible to resume
work until April, In the meantime, the BAT was pressing for
compensation,

: Todd had arranged for men from the centre parties to
continue poling further north, and, as the gap between the two ends
lessened, a pony express was organised to carry messages from one
to the other, That was actually how the first through messages
were sent,

But it did not last long., On June 24, the South Australian
government had its first piece of luck. The cable broke., No more
was heard about compensation.

THE FINAL JOIN

By the time the cable was repaired (October 21), the two
ends of the OT line had met,

The final join was made at Frew's Ponds on August 22 by
Patterson, '




Todd, who made a full inspection down the line after
leaving Patterson in the north, was at Central Mount Stuart at the
time. During the evening, he received messages of congratulation
from all over Australia,

The line had involved the erection of 36,000 poles,
Some were cut as required; others had to be hauled many miles,

The final cost was $479,175, which included the building
of repeater stations., They were (in order south from Darwin) at
Yam Creek, Katherine, Daly Waters, Powell Creek, Tennant Creek,
Barrow Creek, Alice Springs, Charlotte Waters, The Peake,
Strangways Springs and Beltana,

Only five men died during the construction of the line -
one from thirst, one lost looking for horses; one drowned, and
the other two from sickness. This, in view of the mammoth job
and the difficult country, is a remarkable record and an indication
of the thoroughness and efficiency with which the whole project
was carried out.
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WTHE OVERLAND THLEGRAPH® =
{ On the map there is a thin red line tumning north shd g&ith between
Adelaide and Darxwine This line is marked "Overland Telegraph® on some mapsy on
- others 1t is uamarkedy presumably it is taken for granted that such a well known
featux wmedz fio further sxplanation. To the initiated it is the "0.T." and,
even movs familiexly, "the old 0.T.". The ilne ¢n the map is very fine and
dwarfed by the size oif the deserts .. vuugh which it muns, but {n that = .
insignificant marking lies a tale of endsavour second to none 4in the history of
Augtralian exploration, enduranse and enterprise. o
In 1859, the South Australian Government offered £2,000 to the man
who first crosged the continent from south to north, and John MacDOUALL STUART
decided to make the attewmpt. Me bhad travelled with Captain Sturt - as his
draughtsman ~ andy in addition to finding the £2,000 a tempting bait, had an
urge for exploration. _ ’ o

Not only had he been with Sturt, but he had also been leader on several
less ambitious journeys, and so had the experience of an old campaigner behind
hime Added to thisy he was backed by two Adelaide finemeciers, Finke and
Chanmbersy so that nothing wae lacking in his equipment and he started well
founde When, in 1860, he get out on the Plrst of hig great journeys he had
already been up ag fur ag Neales River,; 27 S. lates bub from this point he
gtarted out inte unknown country. This starting=place was the beginning of
desolate country, consisting of gibber plains and other very sparsely covered
partsy and mugt have been an extiemely disquieting prelude for hims As he went
- further northy he found rivers and mountain ranges which now bear eminent names
of that time. The Stevenson, Hugh and Finke Rivers, Chambers? Pillar, the James
and Waterhouse Ranges, are all of his namingy and the MacDonnelt Ranges, so well
known today, he named after Sir Richard MacDonnell, the Governor of South Australis
at that time., He entered the MacDonnells by Brinkley's Bluff, well west of the
Alice Springs of today. Passing through the Machmnellsy he came out on a plain
of mulga and spinifex whieh sgtretched endlessly ahesd.. The flat pountry of the
centre is monctonous enough when one is driving along a beaten track, with the
knowledge that food, water and rest await ons. It required the mental and physical
courage of & MmcDouall Stuart to face the wncertainty that lay sbead and the
privations that accompanled such travel as his.  In known vr partially knom
- country there dis an inkling of the whersgbouts of water, but in the desert and
near-desert, water is of such vare cccurrencs that much time must be spent
casting about ln seaveh of 1%, And water meant waber for beast ag well as for
mane. Horses camnot go any great distance in hot weather without drinking, and
if the horses geve ouby disasber would overteke man. Susch anxiety, for a man
who knew his Australia ag by this time Stuart didy was an added load, but we
hear of him pushing on over what we now know as the Burt Plain, through and
over the Strangeways snd Reynolds Ranges, over the everlasting lowy scrubby
deserty surveying as he went, mounting every hill o look for indlcations of
water for his parly, till a mountain range appeared which his instruments told him
wae the centre of Australis. Upon measuririe upy he found that the mountain ‘

- range was rather beyond the true centre. He wrote in his Diavy on Sunday, April
andy 1860 "T am now camped in the centre of fugtralis; T have marked a tree and

- planted the British Flag there. There is & high mountain about two and a half
miles to the N.NoB, I wish it had been the centre, but on it tomorrow I

wlll raise a cone of gtones and plant the Flag there and call it Central Mount
Sturt®s This wag du honour of his friend and Fformer leader, Captain Sturt.

Later "Sturt™ was changed to "Stuart®, and today this is one of the few spots that

bear the explorer’s nams.

- From the top of Central Wourt Stuart the land did not look promising with

. regard to watery but he pushed on; passing through combry inhabited by increasing
1y hostile natives. These natives, the Warrammga Tribe, vesented the imthusion of

the white man and did not hesitate to show it. Iater on, at Barrow Creck, attacks




even mors familiarly, "She old Q... The 1ine on the map is very fine and =
dwarfed by the size of the deserts . vuugh which 1% wrung, but in that - .
insignificant marking lies a tale of endsavour second %o none in the higtory of
Australian explorationy endurance and enterprisgy

In 1859, thn Houth Australian Govermment offered. £2,000 to the man
who first crossed the sontinent from south to north, and John MacDOUALL STUART
decided to make the alttempt. He had travelled with Daptain Sturt - as hig
draughtsman -~ and, in addition %o finding the £2;000 a tempting baity had an
urge for exploration. , ' o

: Not only had bhs been with Sturt, but he had also been leader on several
less ambitious Journeys, and so had the experience of an old campaigner behind
hime Added to thisy he was backed by two Adelaide Pinanciers, Finke and
Chambeirsy 8o that nothing was lacking in his equipment and he started well
founds When, in 1860, he wet out en the Tiest of hig great journeys he had
already been up ag fur as Neales River, 27° S, latey but from this point he
gtarted out into unknown country, This starting-place was the beginning of
desolate country, consisting of gibber plains and other very sparsely covered
- partsy and mugt have been an extremely disquieting prelude for him. As he wend
- further northy he found vivers and mountain ranges which now bear eminent names
of that time. The Stevenson, Hugh and Fake Rivers, Chambers? Pillar, the James
and Waterhouse Ranges, are all of his namingy and the MacDonnel Ranges, so well
nown today, he named after Sir Richard Nachonnelly the Governor of South Australis
at that time. He entered the Machomells by Brinkley's Bluff, well west of the
Alice Springs of today. Passing through the MacDonnellsy he came out on a plain
of mulga and spinifex which stretched endlessly ahead. The flat country of the
centre is monobtonous enough when one is driving along a beaten track, with the
knowledge that food, water and rest await ons. I required the mental and physical
courage of & MecDovall Stuart to face the uncertainty that lay shead and the
privations that accompanied such travel as his, In known or partially known
- country there is an Inkling of the wheregbouts of watery but in the desert and
- near-desert, water is of such vare ocourranre that mich time must be spent
cashing about in search of i%. And water weant water for beast as well as for
man. Horses cammot go any great distance in hot weather without drinking, and
1f the horses gave out, disaster would overtske mane Sush anxiety, for a man
who knew his Augtralis ag bty this time Stuart didy was an added load, but we
hear of him pushing on over what we now know as the ‘Burt Plain, through and
over the Strangeways and Reynolds Ranges, over the everlasting low, serubby
desert; surveying as he went, mounting every hill to look for imdiecations of
water for his parby, till a mountain range eppeazed which his instruments told him
was the centre of Ausiralis. Upon meaguririg upy he found that the mountadn _
- range was rather beyond the true centrs. He wrote in his Diaxy on Sunday, April
2ndy 1860 "I am now camped in the centre of Australia; I have marked a trse and
- planted the British Fag there. There ig 2 high mountain about two and a half

 miles to the N.W.B, T wish it had been the centre, but on it tomorrow I

will raise a cone of stones and plant the Flag there and eall it Central Mount
Sturt®s This wag dn honour of his friend and Former leader, Captain Sturt.

Later "Sturt” was changed to “Stuart", and today this i one of the Few gpots that
‘bear the explorer's name. : . , '

. From the op of Central Mount Stuart the land did not Look promising with

- regard to water, but he pushed ong passing through country inhabited by increasing-
Ly hostile natives. These natives, the Warramunga Tribe, mesented the imtéusion of
- the white man and-did not hesitate to show $t. Later ong &t Barrow Creek, attacks
. by natives proved one of the great trials of the Overland Telegraph. The
Warrammegs (“the song-makers® is one of the largest tribes of Central Australis,
and its members have made themselves felt through all their contact with eivilizat-
ion, A% this firet meeting; they harried MacDouall Stuact 46 sush ar exwbent that,
weakened by insuffleient wations and wnable to find suitable water, he wag foreed
to retreat. He was under 600 miles Ffrom the northern seay and 1t mugt have been

a bitter pill, Bub John MacDouall Stuart wesn'd beaten by one failure. '




In the next year, 1861, he set off again. This time he knew his
way and what to expect, at all events up to a point. His furthest north, ‘
Attack Creek, he rsached and psssed, but not by many miles for the scrub became -
so dense that i was impossible to fores z way through it, so he went bask o ¢
Adelaide again. It sounds guife 9imple..c...he Just "returned o Adelaide"; . .
but that return meart 1,400 :

And this on top of thres 4r

g of desert, low water supply and short rationss
along that btrack.

1

But men were indeed giwils n “aose days, and MacDouall Stuart would
not give in., In less than six months after his return on October 21st, 1861,
he started back over ihs ftrack for the fifth time. Thig 4ime he kept o the
east of the thici sorub, passed beyond Newcastle Waters, crossed and named the
Katherine and met the Adslaide River, which he followed for some distance and then
left and went NoN.E. On July 24th, 1862, he arrived on the shores of Van Diemen's
CGulf at a spot which he named Chambers Bay s after the Miss Chanmbers of Adelaideswho
had made the Flag which he now e proudly planted above the {ideline. One can
imagine his feelings as bhe lavked over the ssa that he had sndured go much to reache
but the achievement sompensated for the guifering. He and his companions were
broken in health, weak and hungry, and the horses gearcely able to travel, but the
end was worthy of the endeavour. They had achieved their objective and their
sufferings faded in the hour of triumph. In throe years he had travelled nearly
2,000 miles six times. This resord has placed him in the ven of exploration in
Australis. ' P

When MacDouall Stuart returned 4o Adelaids v he brought glowing
accounts of the north, for despite the water shortsze and privations they had
suffered, the party had passed through much sountry that was well grassed and
fertile. The South Ausbraiian Govermment bsoame very inberested and in 1865
secured the ammexation of the Northerw Territory, and the atientlon thus fecusged
produced a boom, so that the nex’ few yoars were very active ones in the north.
But the final impefus was to come freom outgide. As early ag 1899, Mr, Gigborne
had suggested that Austraiis and Dngland shouild e connected by cable, and the
Britigh-Augtralian Telegraph Conpany cortrasted to lay the different sections of
the groat ocean sable as far as Darwin by JANUARY 18T, 1872, This meant that
Australis had %o have u telegraph line %o Derwie 4o cormect with this cable by
January 1st, 1872, ales, The Goversment put a1l arrangements into the hands of
Mr. afterwards Sir Charles Hesvetree TODD, Burveyor-General of South Australisz.
He was an experismmced and capable man, ana personally supervised everything,
down to the most wimmte debail. The work was divided into three gectiongs that
from Port Auguste Lfor 500 miles north, which was sntrusied to privaie partisssy
that from 500 miles north of Port Augusts o about Aitack Creek - 550 miless and
that from Adtack Creek to Darwin — 620 miles - which was done by privaite contract.
The central and most difficult part was done by Government parties, of which there
were five. All Adelalde was filisd with enthusissm over the sxpedition which
stirred the imagination of the southerners, and sveryone took a personal intervest
in the large bullding behind the ¢ld Exchangs in King William S%reet that wag
used as the Survey Depot. The interset was evidensed in g rractical way by tha
thousands of applications thel vwere veseived for emplayment in  all grades.

These had ‘to be wesded oub, mnd wiith such a wide choice a very good team was
selected, Everything was utled and orgacized from the Depot under the watchful
“eye of Mr, Todde HNach o ernment pariies wag headed by one Inapector,

one Sub-Inspactor, and o by and each party had nine borsse—teams of five
horses each, thres expross waggons driven hour “lashand, and balfl a dozen spare
horses. :

On August 20th, 15870, the first thres pariies were ready for the
field and moved out along King William Street through large and enthusisstic
- erowds. 250 miles nowth of Adeiaide, at Port Avgusta, they took on three teamsg
of bullocks fer each party, and so =zet out “horoughly weil equipped for their
race agauinst time. At Strangewsys Springs, the leaders of the advance party,
ROSS and HARVEY, met them. They wers most discouraging - stones, red sand, poor

8
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but that return meant 1,400 miles of desert; luw water supply and short rationgs
9 7 o

And this on top of throe trips alres - xlong that tracks
But men wsre indeed giaesis ‘n “aose days, and MacDouall Stuart would

not give in., Ta less than six menths after his return on October 21st, 1861,
he started back over ihs %rsck for the Fifth +time. Thls tims he kept %o the
east of the thick scrub, passed beyond Newcastle Waters, cressed and named the
Katherine and met the Adsisids River, which he follewed for some distance and then
lef't and went NoNoE. On July 24%h, 1862, he arrived on the shores of Van Diemen's
Gulf at a spot which he nsamed Chambers Bay, atter the Miss Chambers of Adelgideswho
had made the Flag which he now sa proudly planted above the tideline., One can
imagine his feelings as he looked over the ssa that he had sndured so much %o reach,
but the achievement compensated for the suf'fering. He end his companions were
broken in health, weak and hungry, and the horges scarcely able to travel, but the
end was worthy of the endeavonr. They had achieved their objective and their
sufferings faded in the hour of trivmphe In three years he had travelled nearly
2,000 miles eix times. Thig resord has placed bim in the ven of exploration in
Australis. e

When MscDouall Stuart returned 4o Adelaide » he orought glowing
ascounts of the north, for despite the water shortage and privations they had
suffered, the party had passed through much country that was well gragsad and
fertile. The South Australisn Government bsoame very lnberested and in 1865
secured the armexation of the Nowbaern Territory, and the atheniion thus focussed
produced a boom, so that the nevt few years were very aotive ones in the north.
But the final impefus was to come feom outside. As early as 1859, Mz, Gigborine
had suggested that Avslrails and Ingland showid be covnected by eable, and the
Britigh-Augtralian Telegraph Gompany cortrasted 4o lay the differvent gentiong of
the great ocean sable ag for as Darwin hy JANUARY 48T, 1872, 7This mesnt that
Australis had 4o have g tolegeaph line to Darwin 4o connect with this cable Dby
Janvary 1st, 1872, alzs, The Goversmmant put ell arrengements into the hands of
Mro afterwards Sir Charles Heavetree TODDy Surveynr-General of South Australisz.
He was an experisnced and sapable Tane and perscnally supervised everything,
down to the most minute dehail. The work was divided into three sectiongy that
from Port Aungusis For 500 miles north, which was entrusted to private partisss
that from 500 miles north of Pori Augusts to about Aiteck Creek o 550 n'{j‘_lesg, and
that from Attack Creek to Darwin - 620 milss - which was done by private contract.
The cenitral and most difficult pars wag dode by Govermment parties, of which there
were five. AlLL Adelaide was fillsd with enthusissm aver the expedition which
stirred the lwagination of the southerners, and everyone took 2 personal intevest
in the large building behind the old Exchangs in King William Street that was
used as the Survey Depot, The inkerest was evidenced in s practical wsy by the
thousands of appilications tlewl vers received Fop employment in  4ll grades.

These had to ve wesded vuby aud with such & wide shoice a wvery good team was
selected. Everything was asseubled and orgacized from the Depot inder the watchful
“eye of Mr, Todds Fach of ihe O svernment pariles wag headed hy one Inspactor,

one Sub~Inspactor, and one Cadet ¢ @nd. each party had nine borse-teams of five
horses each, thres express wazems driven howr—ia-hand, and balf a dozen spare
horses. - :

On August 20%h, 1870, the first three paxrties were ready for the
field and moved out aleng King William 8treet through Largs and enthusiastic
crowds. 250 miles novth of Adelaide, at Port Avgusta, they took on three teamg
of bullocks for each pariy, and so zet cut “horg ghiy well equipped Por their
race againsy Sime. A Strangeways Springs, the leaders of the advance party,
ROSS and HARVEY, met them. 'They were mosh disvouraging = stones, red sand, poor
water, mulga spinifex, heat o flies and anty, was the gist of their report. The
old explorers complained in much the same way a3 the modern ones doo.s flies
rendered life insupportably by days mosquitoss by nighty and ants all the time.
Bad they but known jt, they aight hawvs had g mich Worse $ims. The sessan of
1870 was a splendid one and helped the surveyors greatly, and they mads good
progress despite the inevitable setbacks. They found it necessary to identify -
the creeks on the survey map, and =0 named them as they went aleng. Maay of
these were calisd after men in public positions or personal friends, and the
numerous feminine names that are found on the atlag today speak of the nostalgis




scenery, and as it was St, Uecilia‘s Lay, they called 1T ST UECLLLA'S UIreSK. DU
alag for the grand name! In a country of stark reality it did not last long.
Gradually it became "The Cecilia and then "The Seelyer", which it has remained ever
sinoce. :

"Stone" country troubled the surveying party greatly. It was exposed.,
hard-surfaced and, worst of all from their peint of view, treeless. They were
always on the look-out for trees for their telegraph poles. The advance party
cheered them up at this point by reporting that they had seen thousands of poles.
These were in the bed of what is now called the Macumba River, By New Year's Day 4
1871, they were up to Abminga, and work on Charlotte Waters had begun., They had also
met the timber along the Finke., "Forests of tall saplings, straight as an arrow"
was the report brought in, and their anxiety in this respect was for the
present at rest,

) The natives of this part, some of the Arunta Tribes, had been annoying
the ‘expedition for some time and at this stage began an intensive campaign of
pilfering. Constant vigilance was insufficient to end the trouble, which, however,
had its humorous side. One day a party of cutters were selecting poles along the
Finke and came across a native granary. The containers of the seeds and so forth
consisted of legs of trousers and sleeves of shirts, tied top and bottom. The
owners of these novel bags did not think it quite so good a Jjoke as did those
whose wardrobes remained whole, but even those who did not suffer at the time
had the uneasy feeling that they might be the next vietims, and it all helped t¢
add to the difficulty of the task.

The first pole was planted on JANUARY 31st, 1871, a remarkable performance
in the face of the existing conditions. They were pushing out into almost unknown
country, water was a haunting anxiety, supplies had to come up from the south by
slow transport, and daily they increased their distance from their-base. They had
started work 750 miles from Adelaide, and every one they went forward added one to
the journey back., Alone, it is doubtful if horses could have kept up the line
of commnication, but fortunately the camel had just arrived in Australia, and camel
trains in charge of Afghans played an important part in keeping them in touch with
civilization. Once introduced, the camel had held its place in the deserts, and
8t1ll, despite mechanical transport, it has its use in the 1ife of the Far outhack.
It is slowy; but its spongy feet have yet to be bettered as a method of negotiating
desert sand.

And so the great work went on. Privation,ihzd work, heat, uncertainty,
hostility of the natives, all had to be foughtin the ersction of the Line, but they
persevered and finally, on JANUARY 18T, 1872, the Overland Telegraph linked up with
the British—-Australian Telegraph Company at Darwin — and Australia was in touch with
the outer world. Through the yearss various alterations and improvements have been
made, but in the main essentials the Line stands today as it stood then. The route
hag been slightly changed through the MacDormells. Originally it followed Sturt's
tradc. up the Hugh through the Waterhouse Range and under Brinkley's Bluff, but later
was straightened out south of the MacDonnels and came up the Todd, thus making
& more direct line., WNorth of the MacDonnells it still follows Stuart’s old line of
"waters', Barrow Creek,; Tennant Creek, Powell Creek, Daly Waters and Katherine,
only leaving it at Adelaide River.where Stuart, taking the route northwards along the
river, finally reached the sea at Point Stuart on Chambers Bay. The town on the
Todd River, which grew up to be the scapital of the centre, Todd named Alice Springs
after his wife. The Overland Telegraph proved a very expensgive affair. The
estimated cost of the construction was £120,000 but this was greatly exceeded. By
the time all parties had been equipped and maintained throughout, it cost the
country £338,059. But Australia was in touch with the outer world. That outside
contact was not entirely on the credit side however. The British—Australian Telegraph
Company, when laying the cable from Banji-Wangi to Darwin, in 1871, brought eight
cows and four bulls from Batavia to the Northern Territory. On these twelve cattle
were ticks (Boophilus Australia) and the blood parasite responsible for Red-Water.

In 1881 the descendants of these came into contact with cattle overlanding south of the

Adelaide River, and heavy losses resulted. This was the first record of Red-Water

in Australia., Gradually the tick spread into the north-west of Wegtern Australia and

along the Queensland coast into northern New South Wales. Fortunately there is s

definite tick boundary, regulated by climatic conditions, otherwise the whole of
Australia would be infected.
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of men who were far from home and constantly turning their thoughts towards the

gouth and those whom they had left behind. A few quaint names have arisen by use
rather than by christening. One of these was given to a fine creek 42 miles from the
Peake. It had large waterholes and shady gums, unexpectedly peaceful amid the grimmer
scenery, and as it was 8t, Cecilia’s Day, they called it 8t. Cecilia's Creek. But
alas for the grand name! In a country of stark reality it did not last long. '
Gradually it became "IMhe Cecilia' and then "The Seelyer", which it has remained ever
gince.

"Stone" country troubled the surveying party greatly. It was exposed,
hard-surfaced and, worst of all from their point of view, treeless. They were
always on the look-out for trees for their telegraph poles. The advance party
cheered them up at this point by reporting that they had seen thousands of poles.
These were in the bed of what is now called the Macumba River, By New Year's Day,
1871, they were up to Abminga, and work on Charlotte Waters had beguns. They had alsgo
met the timber along the Finke., "Forests of tall saplings, straight as an arrow®
was the report brought in, and their anxiety in this respect was for the
present at rest.

The natives of this part, some of the Arunta Tribes, had been annoying
the exped:t:on for some time and at this stage began an intensive campaign of
pilfering. Congtant vigilance was insufficient to end the trouble, which, however,
had its humorous side. One day a party of cutters were selecting poles along the
Finke and came across a native granary. The containers of the seeds and so forth
consisted of legs of trousers and sleeves of shirts, tied top and bottom. The
owners of these novel bags did not think it quite so good a joke as did those
whose wardrobes remained whole, but even those who did not suffer at the time
had the uneasy feeling that they might be the next victims, and it all helped to
add to the difficulty of the task.

The first pole was planted on JANUARY 31st, 1871, a remarkable performance
in the face of the existing conditions. They were pushing out into almost unknown
country, water was a haunting anxiety, supplies had to come up from the south by
slow transport, and daily they increased their digtance from their-base. They had
started work 750 miles from Adelaide, and every one they went forward added one to
the journey back. Alone; it is doubtful if horses could have kept up the line
of commmication, but fortunately the camel had just arrived in Australia, and camel
trains in charge of Afghans played an important part in keeping them in touch with
civilization. Once introduced, the camel had held its place in the deserts, and
s8till, despite mechanical transport, it has its use in the life of the far outbacke
It is slow, but its spongy feet have yet to be bettered as a method of negotiating
desert sand.

And so the great work went on. Privation,hhed work, heat, uncertainty,
hostility of the natives, all had to be foughtin the ersction of the Line, but they
persevered and finally, on JANUARY 18T, 1872, the Overland Telegraph linked up with
the British-Australian Telegraph Company at Darwin - and Australia was in touch with
the outer world. Through the years;various alterations and improvements have been
made, but in the main essentials the Line stands today as it stood then. The route
has been slightly changed through the Maclormells. Originally it followed Sturt®s
fradc.up the Hugh through the Waterhouse Range and under Brinkley's Bluff, but later
wag straightened out south of the MacDonnels and came up the Todd, thus making
a more direct line. North of the MacDonnells it still follows Stuart's old line of
"waters", Barrow Creck, Tennant Creek, Powell Creek, Daly Waters and Katherine,
only leaving it at Adelaide River .where Stuart, taking the route northwards along the
river, finally reached the sea at Point Stuart on Chambers Bay. The town on the
Todd River, which grew up to be the capital of the centre, Todd named Alice Springs
after his wife. The Overland Telegraph proved a very expensive affair. The
estimated cost of the construction was £120,000 but this was greatly exceeded. By
the time all parties had been equipped and maintained throughout, it cost the
country £338,059. But Australia was in touch with the outer world. That outside
contact was not entirely on the credit side however. The British—Australian Telegraph
Roamnnne  when Tawine tha ashle from Banii-Wanei to Darwin, in 1871, brought eight
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: Once established, the Overland Telegraph had to he patrolled and
maintained, and here again the camel came into its own., Ae the Telegraph

- Stations, which wers established on the sites of Stuart's "waters®, 1ife was
lonely and often dangerous. The natives were hostile, espseially in the
Warrdmmga country. The Barrow Oreslk District was under constant menace ffom

the sborigines, who found ample consealrent amongst the lovely bioken countiy

- of the residuals with its heavily bimbered gullies. It was here, in 1874, that
-a sgudden attack on the Telegraph Station caused the death of the Station- '
Master and & Linesman. The natives attacked in the cool of the evening while the
- men were sitting cutsidey, and before they could reach the door and barricade
themselves in, the Station-Master, Mr, Stapleton, and a Linesman, John Franks,
were speared. The twouble arose out of the human desire of something for nothing,
and the natives objected %o being asked to work for their rations. .

Through the whole history of the contact of the white man with the black,

- --this question has arisen., In some cages the natives are over-paid and thus

- pauperized, and in others wider-paid and exploiited. It ‘takes a very wise and
experignced man to strike the happy medium, and as there are few such, the

- natiyes have little chance of acquiring a working basis of conduct. It is only
natural that they should resent the white man's intrusion into their domain, and
before they fell before unequal numbers and conditions, they showed their
fesentment in the only way they knew. The patrol of the Overland Telegraph in

- those éarly days was a dangerous affair, and they wem grested with rélief as well

a8 welcome at the various stations as they slowly worked their way up the Line.
Another arnoysnce was the habit the natives formed of acquiring the insulators.
Their genius for pressure flaking found a fine medium in these china insulators,
and much interference resulted, Now, of course,with the race dying out, the
victorious white man has his insulators in peace, and the few tamed remmants of

8 people whose land we have taken, find in the distarded bottles of the Northe
‘South Line more material than they cam deal with. There are few natives to be seen
‘along the Overland Telegraph these days, and these few are dressed in the rags -

of civilization, and are for the most part detribalized beggars., The Australian
aborigine, as he was a bundred years ago, has passéd. We have exterminated the
Tasmanions, and it is only & matter of time before the remnant now 1living onfe minland
- 1s obliterated. The conguering white has a lot to answer for. It was soon round
that it was not the natives alone who wére using the Overland Telegraph for -

their own ends, Australia is plentifully supplied with termites, and these
recognized in the wooden poles of the Line a rare opportunity and made the

most of it. If we csme cub on top with the natives, the termites came out on

top with usy and man's only possible reply to them was cold iron. The new iron
uprighte were brought into the north by way of the Gulf of Carpentaria and the Roper
‘River, and that put a stop to the activities of fhe termites. From then ony,

- with fhe exception of the copper wive added in 1900, for nsarly seventy years the

Overland Telegraph remained the grea® link between Australis and the outside

- world, and stood for fthe romance of adventure and uchievement. It was the
- means of dommmication, not only between us and the rest of the world, but within

the ventre of Australia itselfs Although isolated; people were now able to get
in touch with Adelalde by means of the Overland Telegraph and so many lives have

" been saved and much mental gtress relieved. But in 1941 the romance of the

Overland Telegraph was shattered., Radio and the telephone came into the

ploture. As a defence measure it was decided to put the telephone throughy 80
‘two copper wires were added. TIn 1942 the army pub another pair of copper wires
through, sio the old Overland Telegraph became quité suburban in appearance. This
. series of pairg of copper wireg brought about a new complication, When there ars
more than one pair of wires running parallel with each other, electrical

. interference ocscurs. To overcome-this, at certain intervals each pair of wires
are crogsed. This "transposition® (which to the uninitiated looks as though =
magpie had been fxying to meke a nest out of wire amongst the insulators) cuts
out what among civilians is known as "Crogs Talk¥, A1l 4renspositions are not
“the same. Different schemes are used according to eircumstances, and the
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- of the residuals with its heavily timbersd gullies. It was here, in 1874, that
-a& spudden atback on the Telegraph Station caused the desth of the Station= '
 -Master and a Linesman. The natives attacked in the cool of the evening while the
~men were sitting outside; and before they could reach the door and barricade
themselves in, the Station-Master, Mr, Stapleton, and a Linesman, John Franks,
were speared. The trouble arose out of the human desire of something for nothing,
and the nabives objected fo being asked $o work for theis rations,

Through the whole history of the contact of the white man with the black,

- --this quesbion has arisen. In some cases the natives are over~paid and thus

- pavperized, and in others wnder-paid and exploited. It takes a very wise and
experienced man to strike the happy medium, and as there are few suchy the
natives have 1little chance of sequiring a working basis of conducts It is onlyy
natural that they should resent the white man's intrusion into their domain, and
before they fell before unequal numbers and conditions, they showed their
Yesentment in the only way they knew. The patrol of the Overland Telegraph in

- those éarly days was a dangerous affair, and they were greeted with relfef as well
as welcome at the various stations as they slowly worked their way up the Line.
Another anhoyance was the habit the natives formed of acquiring the insulators.
Their genius for pressure flaking found a fine medium in these china insulators,
and mueh interference resulted, Now, of course,with the race dying out, the
victorious white man has his insulators in Peace, and the few tamed remants of

8 people whose land we have taken, find in the disearded botiles of the Northe
South Line more material than they can deal with. There are Few natives to be seen
‘along the Overland Telegraph these days, and these few are dressed in the rags .
of oivilization, and are for the most part detribalized beggars. The Australian
aborigines as he was a hundred years ago, has passed, We have exterminated the

Tasmanions, and it is only a matter of time before the remnant now living onfie minland
- is obliterateds The songuering white has a lot to answer Ffor. It was soon round

that it was not the nabives alone who were using the Overland Telegraph for .

their own ends. Australia is plentifully supplied with termites, and these
recognized in the wooden poles of the Line a rare opportunity and made the

most of 1t. If we came oubt on iop with the natives, the termites came out on

top with usy and man's only possible reply to them was cold iron. The new iron
uprighte wore brought into the north by way of the Gulf of Carpentaria and the Roper

| Ei_\'RiﬁerQ and that put a stop to the activities of ﬁhﬂgtermitaso From then on,
- with the exception of the copper wire added in 1900,y for nearly seventy years the

Overland Telegraph remained the gpeat link between A stralis and the oubsids

 world, and steod for the romanes of adventure and wohievement. It was the

means of dommmication, not ohly between us and +the rest of the world, bub within
the sentre of Australia itself., Although isolated, people were now able to get
in touch with Adelaide by means of the Overland Telegraph and so many lives have

" been seoved and much mental stress relieved. But in 1941 the romance of the

Overland Telegraph was shattered. Radio and the telephone same into the

ploture. As a defence measure it was decided o put the telephone throughy go

two copper wires were addeds Tn 1942 the army put another pair of copper wires

through, go the old Overland Telegraph became duité suburban in appearance. This

. Beries of pairs of copper wires brought about a new complisation. When there are
more than one pair of wires mmaing parallel with each other, electrical

. Interference cocurs. To overcome this, at certain intervals each pair. of wires

are crossed, This "transposition® (which to the uninitiated looks as though =

magple had been frying to make a nest out of wire amongst the insulators) cuts

out what among eivilians is known as "Oross Talk®s - 411 transpositions are not

‘the same, Differvent schemes are used according %o circumstances, and the

result is that the 0.T, telephene is as clear as a local ealle

] , The Adelaids=Darwin telsphone line has the distinetion of being the

- longest continuous telephone line in the world. Any automatic nudher in Thie
Metropolitan Area of Adelaide may be dialled by the Telephonist in Darwin. TI¢
is anticipated that in the near future the pedal wireless sets may be linked
through the Stations on the Overland Telegraph Line with any ‘phone mtmber in
Australial, ; , - :
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All this is & matter of fact and hisbory, but when ons sharts out to follow
$hat Line from Adelaids te Darwing the thrill of ils romance is hrought howe as
no book or lecture can being it. From Adelaide 4o Popt bugusta the greater is
hidden in the less, and pondevous poles support local wiras, awongst whish the
0.T. ig loste From Port Augusta north it 1s less slutitered, and beyond Osduadatda
settles down to five or seven wires as ~sircoumstances dictate. Avound Alilce Spriags
it is a repetition of Adalaide cond w9 or A smaller seals, and then it agein
goettles back into its Pive, sevan or alua lines as the cage may be. The sun glints
red on the copper of the 'phone wives, but above thogs lasser frv the one original
galvanized wire of the old 0.1, runs shove the track whieh in the fivet case ocame
into being for the purpose of sexvicing it. Through the years the track has
altered slightly, altreightening or deviating for lecal purposes, tui the Overland
Telegraph carrisg on to the horizon, through a swathe cut in the bush in sonsplsces,
the only upright thing in sight in others, heading for the north and Darwin, to
connecst with the oversess cable., After Birdun in reached, it again becomes lost in
the array of wiresc... the army has left ite mark with these lines of commmisation.
But through it the Overland Telegraph gtill runsg, aithough itz day is done. . One
hag almost & feeling of resentment that wireless should heve zut its uselfulness
outy but the old 0.T. has had itz day - the years when 1t held the cewmiive of the
stage = and we cannot grudge the wonder of wiveless its place in the sun.

With courbegy of the :
Public Relatlons Division, GoPoloy Brighane. oo 26tk March, 1963,
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