


Mr. John Gilfedder, Australian Post Office wood technologist,
exemining a piece of one of the original OT line cypress pine
poles from Pine Creek. Many original poles are still standing

in this area, cypress pine being termite resistant.
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eneral and chief organ

k.J. Mitchell Amcﬁ<m%owv. Tt was Robert Patterson who made

the final join in the line near Frew's Ponds on August 22 W
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Bringing the telegraph cable shore from Hibernia at Darwin,

November 7 1871

The cable consisted of seven strands of copper wire, insulated
in guttapercha, with a covering of tarred hemp, then sheathed
in mmw<mwwmmg|wwob wire and another covering of tarred hemp.
The total thickness of the cable was two inchese It weighed

four- tons to the mile.
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The cairn near Frew's Ponds commemorating the final join in

the OT line.
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The repeater station at Tennant Creek. This is today the

homestead of Tennant Creek cattle stations
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The Powell Creek repeater station. It is today part of the

Newcastle Waters Cattle station. One building is the head

stockman's cottage; those on the left are store rooms.
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