[image: ]

[image: ]
image1.png
The Northern Divis

The joiing ofthe Overland Teegraph Line ncar Frews
Pords, 700 ki south of Darvin on 22 August 1872 ws the
culminaton ofarguaby the most ambicious cnginecring
projectofthe 19° centuy in Ausrals

The 3178 ki link berween Darvin and Adelsde
brovght communicaiontimes beoween England and
Austrli down 4 few hoars. Pror o this the orly
commuicaton was the mal carried by sips which ypcaly
took thrce month to make the ourney from England 10
Avstrla,

One hundred and forey ears o the day 3
roup of enpinecring hertage crhusiass, inclucing Juin
Todd the great great grandson of Charks Todd, the man
sespomsibl for the biing o the Overland Teegraph Line
for the South Australan government, clebated the
anniversaey withan nformal cremony at the obelisk which
commermorstes the joining,on the sid ofthe Stuart
Highway, 1.6 kn as ofthe aual oning st The
ceremony ncluded the unveling of an Enginccring Herage
National Landmark masker and sn interpreaion panel
telng the story of the fining. The unveling was caried out
by Julan Todd sad Norther Divison Disecor Bronwyes
Rusell. A oast ws drunk fom insulatorsfrom th lin 3nd.
221 gun slut was fied (with approprise reworks rather
than the Colt revalvers used n 1572).

“The preious cveninga celebratoy dinner was hekd
4t Dunmarr Roadhouse inclading e enactment f some of
the historic specchr, o competon imvolving he buiding
of el ofthe elgraph i and  presentaion by Ear
James of matcrs on i 1984 survey ofth in, Gary Frost,
Who runs the roudhouse, puton  specal presd or the
cvent On the moming ofth cercmony a work pary drove.
oren 10 the belsk and crcted the inerpecaion panel
mouning frme, Trevor Horman, NT repesentaine on the
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ion of Engineers Australia Celebrates Joining the Wire

EHA Natonsl Bosrd then ed us out onto Hayfied Saion
o nspect Frews Pones where Robert Patirson and his men
‘were camped at the time ofth i oiming, We came across
Brad, Manages of Hayfed,a thee Centre Yard, mustring
e,

Afesthe cermony the group dd some bush
bashing with the fourwhee divs n the convoy and visied
he acual joiing poin ocsed n 4 52 ple sgmet of cse.
orginl ine which has beenpresered. This pat ofthe day
wasld by Fddic Weber who s localrepesenttive of NT
Parks and Wildife and has becn respansble for keepng the
lin segment maincined.

“Todd and bi team bl th i i just 15 months
hrough mosty unsrd counry only explored 10 years
previosly by John MecDouall Swar.The i consruction
e the crecion of 36000 poles which caried  single
urand of non wie. Twelve telgraph saions were
contructed berwecn Darwin and Adebide, Many ofthese:
became the nucleusofthe presnt-day towns spread along
th route which s o best known a the cordor o the
fconie Suat Highvay - “The Track” a the people wha lve
dong it say

“The compleion of the project was delayed by the
1871/72 Top End wet scsson leaving  section berween the
King River, south of Kathein, and Tennant Creek
incomplee at the ime of the contrct deadline on 31
Deceanber 1971 Todd bissed an slermtive supply rout up
the Roper Rivr and scross couniry tth viiny of
presn cay Mataranka o e heline fnished in Augost
1872. The savage liquidated damages fo e compledon
were, o, avoidd by the fioe of the privaicly owned
submmarine cabl between Darvin and Javs, When the cable
was sepived the first eegraph raffc erween Lonon and
Adelide occurre on 21 November 1872 ending Ausrlivs
solton forver,
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Some Background about Telegraphy and about the Overland Repeater Stations
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and coppes suphate, and water —al inside a glass tank vich
 glass balloon” et . The batericsac said to have hept
i charge “for long time”, whatever that means.
Presumably they coukdbe echarged b relacing the
chemicls o the phte, but breakages must have been
requentproblemn, And imagine the lgisies of ansparing
o g andchemics o camelt

‘ations o the Adelaide to Darwin
Ovcand Teogop i s sty ploret
sclements of thei egions. The nominal st for these
aions was o teegraphises an four inesenen,butthey
‘would have been bcked up by cooks and sabe hands and
Iaboures and caspenters and aerprobably wives and
chldren, These wereth sedements around whichthe
Villges such s Alce Springs grew They were supplied
once a year by camel i, butthey had  develop thee
‘v wate suppies and grow their own reh food ifthey
wanted 0 i on more han vaisions on the theme of

bully becf and dampes.
all the loggage was carricd il the e by the
Ships of the deset. Chares Todd bought the seam padle
g 3. Young Ausrsan in Adelide,and it was saied
around the cosst and o the Roper River 100 ket
esabis  feigh depot which could oveseome some of the
problems caused by the Top End wet scaon. The Young
Auseralian never sevamed t Adelide - it was grounded in
b Roper Rverin i ol e e Tegrph
and there it emain o his day. The wreck
e e an o g ket 1 Ny 301
“The Overtand Telograph s & whole had been
‘awanded an Historc Engineeing Marker in 1999 and the
Overtand Telegaph line “Joning Poi” ws recogrise in
June 2012, Documents rlring o l hee can be found at:

b needd to supply the 120 volt Overand Telegeaph bips/ /s enpincersavsrlis oxgan/ hesingergise/scar.
sysem. The celscontined sine and lad phcs, magnesium  chvtype_id=17278submit=Search

T X crossccion deaving of  Mekdinger ol s 2 D ot Al S st sl

s nfher e ABic2A e

e e o 2




